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J.N. Bowman January 2. 1955

ords of the Califorria private land grants, 1770's - 1847, which
a2 faied the Spanish Archives of Provinclal Calltornia and which were

Ll 0311‘;‘ere;t locations after the American conquest in 1846, were col-
Sc:atttj?-f-—‘d: i: in M. Stanton .(later of Lincoln's cablnet) in 1858 for the DI 09—
1ec::.:-“-=- b}f:;:a fx:;udulent Limantour claim. By thls year, 1858, all the extant
ecuLiQ B the Sopanish Archives irncluding the land grant papers had been col-
records O; de os1ted with the U.S. Surveyor General for California in San Fran- 1
lec ted &iu thﬁ 1906 San Francisco fire all the records of the Spanish Archives ';
E;izo;umEd excet;t those land grant papers and a few others stored in the iron

safe (installed 1879). The .surviving gr?.nt papers ‘H’BI‘f transferred t:.o thentUsSs
tand Office in Glerdale in 1932. In 1935 the U.S. District Court Jjudges reg-
vwisitioned the Glerdale private land grant records to be transferred to San
Francisco to become part of the District Court privﬁice land grant cases:; the
requisition was referred to the Washington office which, 1in 1937, ordered the
napers sant to the National Archives for repair. In two years the repairing
hed been conpleted, and apparently the registration of the DiﬂtricF Court‘ wea
forzotten, for in 1939 the records were transferred to the ownership of the

hational Archives,

The orivate land grant papers in the Archives conprised the following:

Sxrvedientes (The papers in the case) contained petitions for grants, references

and informes, litigztions, concesslions, actions of Department Assembly, Titalos,
juridical possessions, Disenos, etc. There were 580 -- one mumber was used twice.
Uoclassified Expedieates: petitions and other papers for grants on most of which
final actior was not taxen; also the grants in Baja California. and a few in the
srovince but which were not claimed after 1846, They nusmbered 315. R.C. Hopkins,
long Keever of the Archives, called them unclassified ard sometimes incomplete;
1n his certified transcriot for the State in 1866-71 he designated them unclassi- l
Iledy 2] ed rxpedientes: These 187 records were filed with the Board of Land '
Comaission, 1852-56, in support of the claims: when the Roard ended its work in
1856 the records were transferred to the Arcnhives. Deposited Exvedientes: pet-
i'tj“:’”‘“‘f"-v_"”-"*3'1'1"‘3‘5.."0*‘3'Rdt‘i‘l‘dl‘e. boundary disputes, ctc, . relating to cases before the
gi?':f;- i;‘ %223 ;;eiet’zre filso transferred to the Archives. In 1870 there were :
fir;;t 178!4_;[331 Ha; n;isor:ef;“ Tc?mﬂs de Hn::on (Iiigisterﬂ of grantsg): _ The |
f'or:"::srcf' ca:i;s (;f 108‘Titu§* 1L ir;nerul‘ Arc':?viﬂ: o 2',-183,3“36' vas LU
1630-L:3 it;:—:r.s W iznorﬁte'le.)\rigi*{ 3 .10. i }83c>—-3brwas l?st; Ho. &,
¥eAr but it was fourd in 191L ‘mm:tnl‘?e: 2l as burned in the S.F. fire of that

' 28 ¢ in 1942 and is now in the State Iihras

MG HO0s S5 186y a3 :

. > = 1Nnconm -~ e . 'e '

Crnt hpe b gaeachanlete for those years, was burned . in 1906 and no trans-

st RS, teen founs: Fo. 6 18LL-L5  ftems 197 — 7] _ : B
v , ms r 317, was n continuation of No.

> apd Wilg raan 3 = ]
oy 50;?;.56 ribed ror the State's Spanigh recosd st Nog. 72 and 8 1814-6, wers ¥

s

ne & B p;,'ll. \'IE:‘E t&gﬂ {’;I';Lﬁt. records Ore now ( l{;56) located in the
Bt ‘. . L S ) Y @ Olll"t. S_l"_ St.“-t"" RP o x . .
-LO, the Bancroft Library ‘ * Arenlves ond State TIRESEE

Rerkeley, Netionn) Archiven and a few in 6ri-
- » il - -




;:t:q::‘id;. There are threo excm:_tic_ms: The claim for Prietos y hajalayngpun

A };;u * ﬂrbg}rn County was mide directly to EOI’-.;:I‘E':JH wvhich finally aAnproved
Intiopr.,?!_) tent; the exuedicnte of the grant (12 pages, 1 diseTio) s now in the

. Wl Archives but not part of the private land grant collection., The clatm
+0r the Island of Yerbta Puena in San Frincisco Bay wag nlso made directly to (-Ig
ETess which later rejected it for patent; the HNatlonal Archives is unadle to 1011“
cate the expediente which accompanied the claim, The papers of the }?*Jr-;:;lo ac—
| Ramara srant were taken to Washington by Fremont in 18456 were never rett?urned".
the National Archives is also unable to find the preaent location of the EXp;d—-

lente 1f it stily exists,

|

. In the U.S. District Court clerk's office, 355 P.O. Building, San Francisco

‘ are the private land grant cases brought before the lorthern and Southern Distric;.
courts and the Circuit Court, 1852 to 1942, in which latter year, in all probabil-

| ity, the Yast land grant litigation was finally erded. In 1866 on the closing of
the District Court in Los Angeles all the court records (all were land cases ex-

.o

i cept three) were transferred to the Northern District Court in San Francisco where
i

l

|

B

they still remain. The cases contaln (1) transcripts of the records before the
Board of Land Commissioners (except 19 claims which were not appealed, and 16 of
these 19 were carried in and through the District Court by related cases) with
translation of almost all the Spanish records filed in each case, and (2) all the
court records —— testimony, depositions, maps, surveys, decrees, etc, There are
852 cases as munbered. Durirz the decades only one case has been lost (San Ger-
onimo, 283 1D, in Marin County); the Board transcript for it hes been renlaced by
bhotoatzlts from Washinzton, but the District Court papers, etc., are not replace-
able. With these cases are the lvo0 Dockets., the Mimnate Books,. and the Judgment

_Books except one volume which has long been lost.
5

In the State Archives, Sacraaento, nre the Spanish Archives composed of
eight volumes-_@;f certified transcripts, eight volum:s of translations, anc two
volumes of disenos of the private Jand grant records &s theyv exlisted 1in 1866-71
when they were made oD the authorization of the Legislature. They io;tain the
Expedlentes. Unclassified Expedientes, Filed Exvedientes, Depositecd Expedientes,

Titulos, end Toma de Razon (18LL-55).

is the Tona de Razon, 18H4-85, bought in

tnte Library, Sacrazmento, : .
In the State L-9TR°L the Toma in the Spanish Archives tran-

1914 and identified 1n 1942, It preceeds
scripts in the Capitol Building.

; ,, ‘ :

_In the Bancroft Library, University of Cnliforma‘,'ﬁerk?ley,liséf'l;-.;rﬁf: a

@) ané transcripts of the Register in the General Arcnhlves 1h VG*.t £ oty 48
;bziraﬂts' of the Arcnives made in the 1870's. It costains the Reglster OX

frono 1781'- to 1831.
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: 5 rr-pope sheetsi(83
these records have been 1aminated, with those four-page
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records

fjed Expedientes,
Fally Complete
hree sets of
x 12} {ncnes)
I3 & folders W

renled and appro=

A R T A T

- - —— WS

i L = -

"I - - s
i 3 .

hoaa

2 A" 2V

- i—

TR R CAN TR ik

AT ek 7

-

Al

- i A - =
. i'.r‘#ﬂ"' -;'_-k,“fﬂf




y Y f_‘..:iu.‘.tl“.’l which

i . R T ”ut‘i*: C
" .1‘_ 1;;:"'!:-1':‘"1‘ 'y . 4 -3 1 ‘.Lri::liq.r'- 4 f-. | t-.; | i
_—» pacards 10 the RaLIOUSS < £ £ e Of the recorad in the
e nresent Eh=tat0 0 Sl e S R 1906 L1ree. R I A
= ahe use QUTing ts GeCEUss \ to ushes nnd S0 Ara & o )
R ‘f ots O‘. IILIQL'LT. ].G"ir werlce I"t‘hill::'-'{' R the 135! 10{1 }":_xpedluntuﬂ, r)e....
i":}— ﬂﬁ"":e in 19 ) ' i ~ 1 3 rtf'd. bElU'ﬂp Itll 1S i . 4 . Ed-—-
e s of the reCaras A AT of the omf*if'-“l 879 cxp
i polude the pases mttulos, and ronns de Razoi. . | vl 437 or OVer
- - . e - . ’ . — - Oy i 5. t.. !
!O':ri -':"'l LI:JEdit.:lth i ] - !|1—1;1 EOQ }_‘G:L?'d L)::JLLliCII eﬂ- \d h -
cas. 315 Unclassiflec EXpodientes e il Nrdpipiaipad The qurviving records
ERELD R, - ¢t most of Shich: are of the i j i cenos eacn.
25% have been 10S e wer of pages and number of dicenos 2
’ . > ™My » —— - M
,re listed belo¥ vith the numoc P M 1nins preseated for patent had beeén
arc “a9s . - 1885 95::._, of the Cl1&a > } n : .
igolaced recorcs. By oyt antad the racords have diminisned in use a3
) it mpnts since ‘tha : :
decided by the Goverh_.ei"ll-* ~{cal researca WUse€ has increased correspondingly.
) § SHG - )
ile the not been &S careful as the Archives

Legah Pagats % | have evidently
Since 1885 the researcaets - a misplaced records.e 1R September-0Oct-—

s + hence sSOX
~le refilingZ nsed Dapers, . _ ol B
Cle:-hsl';;_s over 30 disenos were found misfiled in wWrong files & {aw ff.::ld.e:t‘ﬂ8 5
abe:'froz ;:ha proper One€. This could possibly nave ha?pe&ﬁd anyLime since 185
‘:;ifmost probably slince 1885 and. the present. It is quite possible thnas 3213
o + also be misfiled.
papers than disenos nay = : v« <how the effect of the heat
4 the private land graat papels3 o QWabate ?
Condition. All the ] . E Arch.: Complete Ex-

= - ; sJumes 18 - 21 of th Expedientes (Yiat.
of the 1900 fire 'f IR,

nedientes) as they were filed inz Clendale were VeIYy badly charred; g |
-thnt the National Archlves come were black-

hag made no effort to handle them;
ened but were such that they could be and were lamicated. In one Casg photostats
these bleckened records —-

the reproduction £ g hlanic In all these
ords only one was found with the

wvere pnade of
laninated rec
face of tne paper.

foll berinning to loosen from the

U.S. District Court records

- ¥ » i -f = ...-...1_'

: 8% x» 11 at 29¢ per page,
245 x 11 at B2¢ 1 at «ize can not be reproduced. oState
«ted at 307 per page. hational Archives

Archives reconis and disenos are D
records up to 17 x 11 are photostated at L4 per page; the very few records larger
than this size (or 17 x 11 to 2& x 17) cost 75¢ per poge. The National Arcalives

can also microfilm the records (35 mm) at $2.50 per 50 1lmages.
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Followinz is the list of the Excedientes, Unclassified Expedientes, and
anrd Expedientes with indication (1) of the number of pages and (2) of disenos
of each, Lost indicates the absence of the expediente in the I ational Arcalvss.
Bad labels those expedientes badly charred by the 1906 fire and are wholly or
ulaosfa:zoll}' illezible. In a few cases there is only one paze —— the title
page not always the original), and i o
and Only n diSBEO_ & ’ o a fe*n" cases there is no title p?_gﬁ
i g‘he f‘fmbﬂr' of pages have been counted as follows: The pages are normally
lﬂminﬁtez A inches but many sheets double this size have been flattened and
¥ S u;i:n;& sheet with one, two, three, or four pages bearing written mat-
not counted Ona }:1?2&& bearing mny written entry whatever; blank pages are
Eeet ik few.disc;}s ;chiﬂfzd-- the original -- {s counted; duplicates are omit-

- been broxen into two parts were laminated separate-

ly == the;
S are counted as on:
ne, A few brokxen disent
. S - .-]I .
the edges have been reversed : senog were laminated as one but
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: 14-0-]) 656: 1-0-] 676: Lost-]| 700:  7-0-f 735: to . | 756: Lost-| 780: Lost-

: Lost-| 657: Lost-] 677: Lost-} ?701: 15-0-1 739: ' 757: Lost-| ?781l: Lost-

: 51-1-] 658: 2-0—| 678 8-0-] 702: 27-0-] 740: 31-C-| 758: 6-0-]| 782: L_0O-
Lost-| 659: ti 679 : 6-2-] 703: Lost-} 7#1: Lost—| 759: Lost-| 783: tf

. Lost=) gan. 15-0-} 704:  5-0-] 742: 18-0-| 760:  4-0-| 78p; ~OS%T

651 : L-0-} 663: 25-0-] 681l: Lost-] 705: 3-0-} 743: Lost-| 761l: to 788:  7-0-

: 1-0-} 68L-: Tost-| 6B2: Lost-] 706: 13-0-] 744: TLost-] 7065: Qi 789: 36-0-

: 22-0-] 665: 17-0-| 683: 20-1-]| 707: tp__. | 745: 1-1-| 766: 6-0-] 790:  1-0-

B ok to . . ) e66: 9-0-] 68L:  9-1-] 713: 746: Lost-| 767: 3-0-| 791: tp_ .
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B 650: 12-1-1 670: Lost-| 688: tp . | 717: Lost-| 750: Lost- 771: Lost-| B04:
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bY . Filed Expedientes. lone in National Archlves.
F Deposited Expedientes. None in haticnnl Archives.

Ti tulos. None in Mat:onal Archaves.

nzon. one in HIational Archives.
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T11. Other California private land grant records.

A. Board Minutes. Original. Vols. T =LY 72 L S A TR R e ES oach). Dec. 8, 1851 to L
March 6, 1856. )

B. Books of Evidence. Original. Vols. I - XXI (17 x 11, 637 pages each).

C. Books of Decisions. Original. Vols. ¥ TR (17 SRS PR pages each).

D. Disenos. Coples. Vols. I - IIIL.

E. Record Coples of Petitions. Yol e =",

¥. Docket, Corrected Docket, "Docket." Original., 2 vols.
G. Index of Claims. Original. Vols. I - II.

H. Suscol claim. Coplas_-taé-x Jepacasy )

1. Limantour cleim. 265 pazes of photographs of original records. 1 vol. (1.8 = 1S

J. Inventory of Board Records delivered to Surveyor General, March, 1856. Origlnal,

. A few small bundles of letters and miscellaneous pApers.
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