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Publisher's Note 

I
t's remarkable to think that our gay 
pride celebrati.·on is in _its .3rd year. 
While that may not seem hke much, 
consider that we are 30 years behind 

the rest of America in terms of organizing 
our community. At least we're out of the 
gate. I hope that you will join the rest of 
your gay sisters and brothers at one of the 
two pride events June 7th and 8th. I'm 
organizing the march, as I did last year, 
and Scott Steinman, who founded the 
pride celebration, is in charge of the festi­
val. If you · have questions about either, 
please see the information listed on page 
10 of this issue. 

A Status Report 
Many people have commented on how 

much they enjoy having a newspaper of 
their own. If I can speak for the staff of The 
Paper, I would like for you to know that 
the pleasure is ours. There is nothing quite 
as rewarding as volunteer work, especial­
ly for a cause that you truly believe in. 

As with all things, The Paper must evolve 
or die. We added a website to our list of 
services last year, and over 27,000 people 
have paid us a visit, far more than ever see 
the tree-based version you're reading 
now. 

Media Mongrel 
The Paper's next project is a bit more 

involved~ and may never get off the 
ground. Every month as I send in a check 
to pay off my student loan, I feel the need 
to take advantage of my film school train­
ing. If TCI' s revised contract with the City 
of Monterey includes pubiic access, by 
this time next year the peninsula will have 
its own monthly gay television show. 

Craig Wenzl, a local gay man and a 
friend of mine, is planning on starting his 
own gay radio show, m9deled after the 
one he produced in Little Rock. With this 
addition, Monterey will no longer be able 
to consider itself a lost world off the coast 
of the gay mainstream. Soon coming out 
will just be a matter of tuning in. 

Now for a self-indulgence ... 
My 'sweetie and I passed the one year 

mark as boyfriends on April. That's quite 
an achievement considering that we're 
almost exactly alike in stature, personality, 
and job description (if you know me and 
my temperament, you know why I find 
this remarkable). Of course, we've had to 
overcome the problems common to all 
rel<!tionships, but we seemed to be weath­
ering them. This issue is dedicated to the 
man I love. Kisses, Alan. 

Letters· to 
the Editor 
Homo 

Go away! Please! Or at least keep it down! 
-EPoppino <tridime@rnbay.net> 

via the Internet 

Response to Just Girlfriends 
Dear Editor, · 
In the last issue of The Paper, Jessica Rae · 

wrote an article which began by stating her 
belief that lesbians should not feel obligat­
ed to adopt the stereotypical dresscode of a 
man. Eight paragraphs later, it had become 
one of the longest personal ads I've ever 
read. According to the article, if you enjoy 
mainstream social outings and look, dress 
and act like a woman then write her imme­
diately c/ o The Paper. If your are bisexual 
forget it. If you fit the mold of the "helpless 
female-princess", stay away. 

Jessica; does it really matter for a social 
outing? If you have "adopted the physical · 
semblance of a man," then know she has 
"no desire to sleep with or share in [your] 
subculture". Do you sleep with everyone 
you go "shopping" with? While the origi­
nal intent of this article may have been 
something I would agree with, the ·negative 
categorizing and general bashing of the 
large number of lesbian women who don't 
fit Ms. Rae'~ idea of a good time is disturbing. 
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Having said all that, I want to applaud 
Jessica's efforts in publicly trying to estab­
lish a network of lesbians for social gather­
ings, albeit exclusionary. For those of us 
who have lived in Monterey a short time, it 

, appears the lesbian community is so far 
"underground" it might as well not exist. I 
grew up in the south where being discrete 
and inconspicuous was a way of life for 
gays. I often dreamed of living in a place 
where . social consciousness was more 
enlightened. I assumed California was 
such a place but n~ver considered the pos­
sibility that homophobia would be so 
strong within the gay community itself. As 
gays and lesbians we should .overcome the 
temptation to discriminate as we have been 
discriminated against all our lives. We 
should celebrate our diversity, not exciude 
others from it. Besides, you just never know 
who you might meet if you allow yourself 
toexperience all the possibilities. It's a lot 
more than "admitting you like facials". It's 
about admitting you like yourself enough 
to be comfortable around someone else. 
- Carol Reeb, Carmel, CA 

Hey! 
I wonder if you can keep your gayness to 

yourself. It is quite tiring hearing of your 
pride. Just remember, no matter what you 
do, no matter what you say, we will never 
believe you are born this way, God didn't 
create you that way, you chose to be ass 
pirates! 

Love Always, Elvis, Ziek Heil!! 
- MAVERICK <topgunl@inficad.com> 




