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REPORT.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, OFFICE OF SURVEYOR-GENERAL,
SACRAMENTO, August 1, 1884.

To his Excellency, George Stoneman, Governor of California:

DEAR SIR: In accordance with the requirements of the law relating to the duties
of the Surveyor-General, | have the honor to submit the following report of the

transactions of this office from August 1, 1882, to August 1, 1884.

H. I. WILLEY,
Surveyor-General, and ex officio Register of State Land Office.

AREA OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

The following statement, kindly furnished by the United States Surveyor-
General for California, shows that the estimated area of the State of California is

100,500,000 acres, apportioned as follows:

Subdivision. Area — Acres.

Agricultural and mineral lands surveyed to June 30, 1882.........ccoieiiiiiiiiiiii e 61,887,392
Agricultural and mineral lands UNSUIVEYEd.........c.ouiiniiiiiiiieii e e 26,211,501
Private grants patented. ... ... e 8,383,375
Private grants not settled. ... ... e 341,650
Indian military reSerVatioNS. .........oiiieiii i et ene e 318,631
Lakes, islands, bays, and navigable MVers..........c.cooviiiii i 1,531,700
Swamp and overflowed lands SUrVEYEd............cviiiiiiiiii i 1,635,227
Swamp and overflowed lands UNSUNVEYEd...........cooiniiiiii e 85,5624
Salt marsh and tide lands around San Francisco Bay............cccoviiiiviiiiiiiiiii e 100,000
Salt marsh and tide lands around Humboldt Bay...........ccoiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiie e 5,000

Total..oiiiiieeiieceeas 100,500,000
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GENERAL OFFICE BUSINESS.

From August 1, 1882, to August 1, 1884, applications to purchase school lands
have been received and filed as follows:

DISTRICTS. Acres.
Inthe Los Angeles district. ... e e eans 64,059.36
Inthe Visalia diStriCt. ... .....ouiiiiii ettt enens 16,200.00
INthe StOCKION diStrIC. ... .oveii i ettt eneara e earaenenensn 13,500.37
Inthe San FranciSCo diStriCh. ... ..o e e e 84,906.64
INThe SacrameEnto diStrCt. ......o.vuieitiiiie ittt et ettt e s s et s et e e s e e e eenes 17,968.98
Inthe Brodie diStriCh........c.oeiii e 9,119.92
Inthe Marysville diStriCt.........oooiiiiii et et e e eaeaes 13,614.29
Inthe SUSaNVIlle diSHCt. ... ..ot e et e e e en e 9,027.84
In the Shasta district.............. 33,303.36
In the Humboldt district vienas 30,398.50
For swamp and overflowed 1ands..........c.oo it e e 196,677.58

Approvals of applications have been made as follows: For School Lands,
covering 210,865.53 acres, and for Swamp and Overflowed Lands, covering 71,423.73
acres.

LANDS LISTED TO THE STATE.

From August 1, 1882, to August 1, 1884, the following amounts of land have
been listed to the State of California by the United States:

Lands Listed. Acres.
SWaMP [ANA Grant. .. ...t et e e et e et e e e et ee e e e et tanaaaaanenas 117,883.09
Five Hundred Thousand ACre grant...........ccoviiiiiiiiienieiicier et et e e et e e e nie e e s aeanes 14,713.75
|11 e - 1) OO 49,107.11
Agricultural College Grant...........co.viiiiiiiiiiii e e ettt e et e eea e ab et e s e i en e e e ann 11,005.03

CONTESTED CASES.

From the office of Surveyor-General and the office of the Register of State Lands
one hundred and twenty-five orders of reference to the Superior Courts have been
issued.
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CERTIFICATES OF PURCHASE ISSUED.

From August 1, 1880, to January 8, 1883:

Number of
Grant certificates. Acres.
Sixteenth and Thirty-sixth Sections ...........ccooeiiiiiiiiii s 111 18,958.87
Five Hundred Thousand ACTeS...........ooiniiiiiini i, 17 5,206.42
Swamp and Overflowed 1aNdS..........cccoiiiiiiiiii e 1 266.63
Totals. ..o 129 24,431.92
From January 8, 1883, to August 1, 1884:
Number of
Grant. certificates. Acres.
Sixteenth and Thirty-sixth Sections ..........cccoviiiiiiiiiiii 770 160,336.49
Five Hundred ThousSand ACIES........cuieiiiiiniiiiiiiiiieieeee ettt eeeevneeenenenenenes 5 1,440.00
Swamp and Overflowed [ands............coooiviiiiiiiiii e 130 | 56,191.42
Totals. ... 905 217,967 .91

PATENTS ISSUED.

From August 1, 1882, the date of the last report to this office, to the beginning of

my term, January 8, 1883, the following number of patents have been issued:

Number of
Grant Patents. Acres.
SaltMarshand Tide Land...........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 3 234.26
Swamp and Overflowed [ands...........ccooiviiiiiiiii e 19 2,780.20
Sixteenth and Thirty-sixth Sections School Land..............ccccvviiiiiininiiininenns 128 40,811.92
Five Hundred Thousand Acres School Land...........c.c.cocovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiciieean 19 8,555.43
Totals.....vvviivieieeee s 169 52,381.81
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From January 8, 1883, the beginning of my term, to August 1, 1884, the following

number of patents have been issued:

Number of
Grant Patents. Acres.
SaltMarsh and Tide Land..........coveniriiiiiiiiii e 8 1,5635.32
Swamp and Overflowed lands...............vuviiiiniiii e 142 79,344.38
Sixteenth and Thirty-sixth Sections School Land.............ccoeoviviiiiiiieiiiiniinnnnns 662 179,040.30
Five Hundred Thousand Acres School Land..........c..ccoviiiiiiiniiiiiiiiieieeeeenes 63 27,234.68
Totals. ... 875 287,154.68

SWAMP LAND DISTRICTS.

Since August 1, 1882, and up to January 8, 1883, the commencement of my
term of office, Swamp Land Districts have been organized and reported to this office as

follows:
Number of County. Number of County.
District. District.

421 Lassen.......cocoveiimiiiiiiiiiii 428 Sacramento (Part of original District No. 3)
422 Merced....o.oovieeii e 429 PlumMas........cooiiiiir e,
423 Merced....coovviiiii s 430 KeIN. e
424 Merced....ccoviiiiiiiiii s 431 Sacramento........ccceeviiiiiiiiiii
425 LasSSeN. ..ot 432 Sacramento.......cocvieiiiiiiiii e,
426 MOAOC. .. i 433 Sacramento......ccoeeiiiiiiiiiii e
427 LasSen....cooviiiiiii e,

Since January 8, 1883, and up to August 1, 1884, Swamp Land Districts have

been organized and reported, as follows:

Number of County. Number of County
District. District.
434 Marin. ..o 449 £570] 3o ] 1 1T TR
435 SONOMA.....civiiieiiiiiiiiiie e 450 V110 e [o T oSS
436 ModOC... .. 451 MOAOC. ..t
437 PlUMaS......coiiiiiiiiieiciice e 452 MOdOC. ...
438 Sacramento.........ccueviiiiiiiiiieene, 453 LasSSeN...c.iviiiiiiiiiiiie e
439 Sacramento..........coevviviriiiiincenen 454 KeIMN. i
440 Sacramento...........vcveviveieviiiiiiien, 455 TUIAIE. ..o
441 Sacramento.......cccvvviiiiiiiiiiia 456 LasSSeN...cuiviiiiiicer e
442 Marin. ..o 457 €= 1 VO
443 Mendocino.......ccceeviiiiiiiiiina 458 KeIM. . i
444 Mendocino......ccceviiiiiiiia, 459 LasSSeN....oc i
445 Merced.....oovviiiiiiiiiiiie 460 TUIAIE. ..ot
446 San Joaquin........cccvviiiiniiiren e 461 Humboldt.......oovviiiiir e
447 COlUSE. ..ot 462 Colusa...oveveiiiiiiiii e
448 Modoc.....couviiiii 463 SOlan0....covecii
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Since August 1, 1882, and up to January 8, 1883, evidence of the complete
reclamation, or the expenditure of two dollars per acre on the land embraced, for works
of reclamation, for the following described Swamp Land Districts, were received:

Number County. Area — Acres. Amount of Remarks.
of Purchase Money
District. Reported to
County
Treasurers.
421...... Lassen.......cocceevevinninnn. 120.00 $29 34 | Reclamation Complete.
408...... Plumas.........cccoevvvennnnen. 400.00 83 25 | Reclamation Complete.
425...... Lassen.......ccccevvvveinnnnnn 2,240.89 544 79 | Reclamation Complete.
416...... Lassen.......cccccevieennennnnn 1,111.93 250 78 | Reclamation Complete.
427...... Lassen.......ccovvveniinnenns 120.00 27 00 | Reclamation Complete.
419...... Plumas........ccoeeiinil 160.00 37 83 | Reclamation Complete.
420...... Plumas........coceeeeneeninn.n. 720.00 181 65 | Reclamation Complete.
4,872.82 $1,154 64

During my term of office, and up to August 1, 1884, evidence of complete
reclamation, or the expenditure of two dollars per acre on works of reclamation, has
been received from County Boards of Supervisors for the following described Swamp
Land Districts, and the proper statements in relation thereto have been sent to the
County Treasurers:

Number County. Area — Acres. Amount of Remarks.
of Purchase Money
District. Reported to
County
Treasurers.

429...... Plumas........c.cceeiennne. 1,000.00 $244 12 | Complete.

434...... Marin......oveeiiiiiiiiiann, 1,127.68 806 14 | $2 per acre expended.
426...... Modoc......ccoeniiiiinann. 117.29 26 25 | Complete.

442...... Marin.........ccooiiienn. 443.47 704 24 | $2 per acre expended.
443...... Mendocino.................... 120.00 184 51 | Complete.

444...... Mendocino.................... 800.0 127 02 | Compilete.

422...... Merced......cooviveninienenss 171.44 140 35 | Complete.

423...... Merced......c.covevviiiiiiinnn 159.34 164 68 | Complete.

424...... Merced........ccvvvninennnnn. 319.54 348 97 | Complete.

445...... Merced.........coovviiviniinnn 180.85 304 53 | $2 per acre expended.
437...... Plumas........ccceeviinnnne. 120.00 25 57 | Complete.

446...... San Joaquin.................. 1,854.20 2,763 11 | $2 per acre expended.
436...... Modoc.....coviviiiiniicnnn 200.00 126 95 | Complete.

449...... SONOMA&....coevvveinirninennnns 1,347.70 379 32 | Complete.

447...... Colusa.....ccovevviivniinnnnnnn. 3,040.00 4,023 96 | Complete.

435...... Sonoma.........ceeeeniinennnn, 3,330.68 3,574 89 | $2 per acre expended.
304...... Tulare.....coovveeeiiiiniinina, 9,760.00 2,157 54 | Complete.

383...... Modoc......ccevvvriiniiienne 381.98 185 95 | Complete.

450...... Modoc......covvvivviriininnnn 106.13 26 11 | Complete.

451...... Modoc.....covviniiiiiiiiene 360.00 89 56 | Complete.

452...... ModoC......ccvvvveiiiinenen 624.00 154 80 | Complete.

453...... | Lassen....ccccevianiiiiiannn. 1,801.32 421 95 | Complete.

448...... ModocC......cceceveiinannnn. 4,915.88 2,524 91 | Complete.
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312...... Tulare......cccoeeeeiiieneninnn. 3,040.00 5,752 83 | Complete.
456...... Lassen.....cccoeeiieeiininnn.. 320.00 7992 | Complete.
251...... Tulare.....ccovceiveinieininnnnn. 14,280.00 3,665 94 | Complete.
389...... Tulare......cccoeeieeiininne. 1,919.00 517 15 | Complete.
460...... Tulare......ccoeeevienieennnnnne. 200.00 274 72 | Complete.
51,320.50 $29,795 99
FEES.

Amount collected as Surveyor-General, from August 1, 1882, to August 1, 1884.............ccceevn.ee $9,730 00
Amount collected as Register of State Land Office, from August 1, 1882, to August 1, 1884......... 6,451 00

Total amount collected. ..o $16,181 00

In connection with the item of fees, | regret the necessity of reporting that one of
the clerks in the office of the Surveyor-General (since discharged) took and
appropriated to his own use $956 of the money of the State, but upon the discovery of
the deficiency, and upon demand being made, restored the amount taken.

GENERAL OFFICE WORK.

Some of the new maps furnished during the administration of my predecessor
have been carefully compared with and substituted for the old ones, and copies of
United States township maps have been procured.

The largely increased inquiry concerning application for and sale of the lands of
the State has resulted in an enormous amount of correspondence and clerical work,
compelling the full force of the office to work from two to four house over-time each day.

In the discharge of my duties as Surveyor-General, | found it necessary to visit
Washington, D. C., last Winter, to perform the duties formerly assigned to the Agent of
the State of California, and to avoid the necessity of such absence from this office, |
most earnestly recommend the passage again of an Act providing for the employment
of an agent to represent this State in Washington.

PROPOSED CHANGES IN RELATION TO THE SALE OF STATE SCHOOL LANDS.

Permit me most respectfully to call your attention to certain imperatively
necessary changes in the Political Code relative to the disposition of State lands.

Section 3498 provides: “All applications filed in the Surveyor-General’s office
must be retained sixty days before approval.” By an Act passed April 28, 1880, it was
evidently intended to amend Section 3498, as shown by Section 6 of said Act, by the
following additional provision: “And must be approved (when there is no conflict) by the
Surveyor-General at the expiration of six months.” But, unfortunately, this additional
provision is clearly void because it is not expressed in the title of the Act (see Art. 4,
Sec. 24, Constitution) and also is erroneously appended to Section 3548, instead of
Section 3498, which is not mentioned.
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Section 3498 should be amended to provide as follows:

Section 3498. All applications, under whatsoever Act, filed in the office of the Surveyor-General
must be retained sixty days, and must be approved (when there is no conflict) by the Surveyor-General at
the expiration of six months. And all unapproved applications, which have been on file over six months,
wherein the contest has not been referred to Court, or a demand made for an order of reference, as
provided in Section 3414, Political Code, shall be canceled.

By the passage of an Act as outlined, the records of this office will be relieved of
a very large number of “dummy” locations, which have incumbered the records for many
years, and in future prevent parties who do not seek to purchase in good faith from
withholding lands from sale for a longer period than six months.

Of the lands of the State there still remain unsold sixteenth and thirty-sixth
sections, aggregating many thousands of acres. The Act of April 28, 1880, which
required settlement upon all school lands as prerequisite to the purchase thereof,
practically withdrew from sale those tracts which are suitable only for grazing. The
choice lands were surveyed and sold years ago, and those that remain are either
recently surveyed or are what remain from the old surveys. As long as the present law
is in force, these land swill remain unsold, and the stockmen will have the free use
thereof, the schools will be deprived of the revenue from their sale, and the counties
receive no taxes thereon.

Permit me to suggest an amendment to the present law, providing that school
lands that are not suitable for cultivation, and have been surveyed for five years, and
remain unsold, may be located in tracts of six hundred and forty acres, without
settlement.

In concluding this report, permit me to explain my reasons for omitting to include
the statistical tables heretofore compiled from the reports of the County Assessors:

Section 483, Political Code, provides what the report of the Surveyor-General
shall include — Part 4 says: “To require County Surveyors and Assessors to collect and
transmit to him, at such times as he may direct, information relative to the subject matter
of his biennial reports.”

Section 4081, Political Code, provides: “The Board must require Assessors to
report to the Surveyor-General annually, etc.; but by the passage of the Act of March
14, 1883, entitled “An Act to establish a uniform system of county and township
governments,” said Section 4081 was virtually repealed, and Section 50 of said Act of
March 14, 1883, now provides that “the Board must require the Assessors to report to
the State Board of Equalization annually,” etc. Therefore it would be a useless
duplication for me to include these statistics, which are to be a part of the report of the
honorable State Board of Equalization.

Section 483, Political Code, should be amended by striking out Part 4 of said
section.
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STATEMENT.

Of Expenditures, other than Salaries, for the thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth fiscal years,
commencing July 1, 1882, and ending June 30, 1884.

Amount of
FOR WHAT PURPOSE EXPENDED. Appropriation.
Purchase of and Copying Maps
Appropriation for thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth fiscal years...........ccccccociiiiiiiiiiiie, $800 00
Amount expended, thirty-fourth fiscal year...............cccoeviiiiiiiiininnn.e. $400 00
Amount expended, thirty-fifth fiscal year.............ccccociiiiiiniin e 300 00
Balance unexpended of thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth fiscal years............... 100 00
$800 00 $800 00
Traveling Expenses of Surveyor-General and Attorney-General
Unexpended balance of thirty-third fiscal year............c.cooii i $197 50
Appropriation for thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth fiscal years..............cooviiiii s 1,000 00
Amount expended, thirty-fourth fiscal year...........ccccooeviiiiinininnnn, $750
Amount expended, thirty-fifth fiscal year..........c.cccccoeiviiiiiiiciiiincinenenne. 500 00
Balance unexpended of thirty-third and thirty-fourth fiscal years............ 690 00
$1,197 50 $1,197 50
Postage and Expressage, Surveyor-General’s Office.
Unexpended balance of thirty-third fiscal year..............ccoooiiiiiii e $119
Appropriation for thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth fiscal years...........ccooeevii i, 600 00
Amount expended, thirty-fourth fiscal year............ccccooiiiviiininnnnnnn. $300 00
Amount expended, thirty-fifth fiscal year.............cc.cocoiiiiiii . 300 00
Balance unexpended of thirty-third fiscal year..............ccooovviiviiinnnnnnnn. 119
$601 19 $601 19
Contingent Expenses.
Unexpended balance of thirty-third fiscal year.............cocoiiiiiii e, $37 65
Appropriation for thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth fiscal years...........cc.ccooiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 200 00
Amount expended, thirty-fourth fiscal year............cc.cooiiiiiiiiiiiinnn.n, $70 16
Amount expended, thirty-fifth fiscal year....................coo . 100 00
Balance unexpended of thirty-third and thirty-fourth fiscal years............... 67 49
$237 65 $237 65
EXPENDITURES FOR SALARIES Amount.
Surveyor-General and Register of State Land Office...........ccoveviviiiiiiireniiec e, $6,000 00
Deputy SUNVEYOr-GENETAL ... ... iiiiiieiie et r e e e s e be s ea e s e s eaesnrenenns 4,800 00
Clerks in office of Surveyor-General and Register of State Land Office..........cccccevviiiiinnnnn. 9,066 70
o4 (= SR PSPPSRI PTPIN 600 00
$20,466 70
H. I. WILLEY,

Surveyor-General and ex officio Register of State Land Office.
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Corrected Report of Spanish and Mexican Grants in California,

COMPLETE TO FEBRUARY 25, 1886.

PREPARED BY

STATE SURVEYOR-GENERAL

Published as Supplement to Official Report of 1883-4
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