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REPORT.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, OFFICE OF SURVEYOR-GENERAL,
SACRAMENTO, August 1, 1886.

To his Excellency, George Stoneman, Governor of California:

DEAR SIR: In accordance with the requirements of the law relating to the duties

of the Surveyor-General, | have the honor to submit the following report of the

transactions of this office from August 1, 1884, to August 1, 1886.

H. I. WILLEY,
Surveyor-General, and ex officio Register of State Land Office.

AREA OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

The following statement, the latest procurable, furnished by the United
States Surveyor-General for California in 1882, shows that the estimated area of the

State of California is 100,500,000 acres, apportioned as follows:

Subdivision. Area — Acres.

Agricultural and mineral lands surveyed to June 30, 1882.............coiiiiiiiiiii e 61,887,392
Agricultural and mineral [ands UNSUIVEYEM. ......c.cuiiiiiiiiii e r e e e e naas 26,211,501
Private grants patented...................... 8,383,375
Private grants not settled................... 341,650
Indian military reservations 318,631
Lakes, islands, bays, and navigable MVers............c.ooiiiiiiiii e 1,531,700
Swamp and overflowed lands SUIVEYEd..........c..iiiiiiiiii i e 1,635,227
Swamp and overflowed lands UNSUIVEYEd............oiiiiiiiiiiieniiie e e e aas 85,524
Salt marsh and tide lands around San Francisco Bay............cooiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 100,000
Salt marsh and tide lands around Humboldt Bay...........cccouiiiiiiiiiiiii e 5,000

Total...ooveiiiiici 100,500,000
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GENERAL OFFICE BUSINESS.

From August 1, 1884, to August 1, 1886, applications to purchase school lands

have been received and filed as follows:

From From From
Aug.1, 1880, to Aug.1, 1882, to Aug.1, 1884, to
Districts. Aug. 1, 1882. Aug. 1, 1884. Aug. 1, 1886.
Acres. Acres. Acres.
In the Los Angeles District..........cccocoiiiiiciiiiniiiinnn. 18,346.24 64,059.36 118,575.92
In the Visalia District...............c.coooviiiiiiiiieene, 9,900.00 16,200.00 122,992.58
In the Stockton District.......c..covvieniiiiiiiiien 14,023.17 13,500.37 29,024.04
In the San Francisco District.............cooovvviiiiniiininn. 40,137.15 84,906.64 118,575.92
In the Sacramento District.........coooveieiiiiiiiiiiiins 4,563.88 17,968.98 29,228.56
In the Bodie District, now Independence.................... 6,398.18 9,119.92 11,569.90
In the Marysville District............ccccovviiiiiiiiininennn 11,843.54 13,614.29 12,885.42
In the Susanville District...........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, 15,676.83 9,027.84 36,794.43
In the Shasta District.........cc.oooiiiiiiiiiiens 3,763.30 33,303.36 38,354.05
In the Humboldt District.........c.cooveiiiiiiiiiiiiee 4,736.29 30,398.50 36,203.36
For swamp and overflowed lands.............cc.cccvevannn. 28,138.80 196,677.58 1563,361.79
Totals......coveeieieieiieee 157,527.38 488,766.84 707,565.97
Approvals of applications have been made as follows:
From From From
Aug.1, 1880, to Aug.1, 1882, to Aug.1, 1884, to
Aug. 1, 1882, Aug. 1, 1884, Aug. 1, 1886.
Acres. Acres. Acres.
For school lands, covering............cccooviviiiiiiinicennen. 75,503.36 210,865.53 350,881.11
For swamp and overflowed and tide lands, covering.... 21,406.39 71,423.73 154,375.37
Totals.....covenveeeieceeeeeens 96,549.75 282,289.26 505,256.48
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LANDS LISTED TO THE STATE.

From August 1, 1884, to August 1, 1886, the following amounts of land have

been listed to the State of California by the United States:

Lands Listed. Acres.
SWaMP AN GFANT. ... oottt e et e et et e e et e e ta e e e e e rrre e e e e eann 4,579.50
Agricultural College Grant..........ccoiiiriii it e e s et e e et e e s e ea e e e e et raiaeeaaaannas 3,269.77
T TU e | = o O S UTRRTC 4,867.68

CONTESTED CASES.

From the office of Surveyor-General one hundred and ninety-three orders of
reference to the Superior Courts have been issued, and from the office of the Register

one has been issued.

CERTIFICATES OF PURCHASE ISSUED.

From August 1, 1880, to August 1, 1882:

Number of
Grant certificates. Acres.
Sixteenth and Thirty-sixth Sections ..........c.ccooiiiiiiiii e 256 51,645.17
Five Hundred ThoUSANA ACIES.....vuiniitinitiiiieeie et sttt tesesens e raeraneanas 7 2,800.00
Swamp and Overflowed lands...........ooeviiiiiiiiiii e 41 10,812.59
TotalS. .o 304 65,257.76
From August 1, 1882, to August 1, 1884
Number of
Grant certificates. Acres.
Sixteenth and Thirty-sixth SecCtions .........ccoccviiiviiiiiii e, 881 179,295.36
Five Hundred Thousand ACIes. .........c..oiiniiieie e 22 6,646.42
Swamp and Overflowed 1ands...........cooeiiriiii e 131 56,458.05
TotalS. ..o vvieire i 1,034 242,399.83
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From August 1, 1884, to August 1, 1886:

Number of
Grant. certificates. Acres.
Sixteenth and Thirty-sixth Sections ...........ccoiviiiiiii i, 1,246 274,530.91
Five HuNdred ThoUSANT ACIES.......oveuiininieiiiniiieiii et eneereerereertersrerenenens 2 360.00
Swamp and Overflowed [ands..........cc.ooiiiiiiiiiiii e 328 129,893.69
LI o =3 =T o o S 14 4,217.78
TotalS. ..o 1,590 409,002.38
PATENTS ISSUED.
From August 1, 1880, to August 1, 1882:
Number of
Grant. Patents. Acres.
Sixteenth and Thirty-sixth Sections ...........c.ccoiiiiiiiiii e, 311 114,447.29
Five Hundred Thousand AGIES...........ouvvniiiiiiiiieee et 55 16,804.57
Seventy-two Sections (Seminary).... .. .o, 1 160.00
Swamp and Overflowed [ands.............oooviiiiiiiiiii e, 178 72,689.12
THAE LaNAS. ... e 3 546.63
Totals....oovieiiie s 548 204,647.61
From August 1, 1882, to August 1, 1884:
Number of
Grant Patents. Acres.
Sixteenth and Thirty-sixth Sections ..o 790 219,852.22
Five Hundred ThouSand ACIES...........cvvinieiiiiiiie e e e e e 82 35,790.11
Swamp and Overflowed lands.............cocviiveiiiiii e 161 82,124.58
Salt Marsh and Tide Lands..........iniiiiiiiiin ittt ree s e ens 11 1,769.58
TOtalS..cueniiiee e 1,044 339,536.49
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From August 1, 1884, to August 1, 1886:

Number of
Grant. Patents. Acres.
Sixteenth and Thirty-sixth Sections ..........cccciiviiiiiiiiiie e 506 117,567.00
Five Hundred Thousand ACIES. .........c.oouiuiinieiiii et 35 9,544 .51
Swamp and Overflowed [ands..........cocoiiiiiiiiiiiii e 175 78,028.78
LI Lo L= =T g T L 4 968.12
Totals....oeeiee e 720 206,108.41

SWAMP LAND DISTRICTS.

Since August 1, 1884, the date of the last report from this office, Swamp Land
Districts have been organized and reported to this office as follows:

Number of County. Number of County
District. District.
464 MOdOC. ..o 477 LasSen.....coviiiiiiiiie s
465 ModOoC......coiiiiiiiiii 478 SisKIYOU......ieiiieiiiiie e
466 Modoc......ci 479 ColUSaA.....eoiiiiii s
467 ColUSA....coiiiiiii e 480 MOdOC. ..o
468 Merced......cccoiiiiiii 481 LaSSen.....oiviiiiiie e
469 LaSSEN..ccviniieiii i 482 TUlare. ..o
470 MOdOC.....coviieii i, 483 MOdOC.....iiii i
471 Plumas......cccoiiiiiiii s 484 TUlArE. .o
472 NapPa.. .o 485 LassSen.....cooeiiiiiiiii e,
473 Mendocino........ccccviiiiiiiiiie, 486 Lassen......cccooiiiiviii
474 Shasta...c.ocoiiiiii 487 Humboldt...........ccoviriie
475 Humboldt.......ccoovvviniiiiveeens 488 SOlAN0. .. s
476 LasSSeN.....ccocviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiaieas 489 MOAOC. .. .uieieerieeeeiiiiiiiiiiieeeeiiisaannnes

Since August 1, 1884, and up to August 1, 1886, evidence of complete
reclamation, or the expenditure of two dollars per acre on works of reclamation, have
been received from County Boards of Supervisors for the following described Swamp
Land Districts, and the proper statements in relation thereto have been sent to the

County Treasurers:

Number County. Area — Acres. Amount of Remarks.
of Purchase Money
District. Reported to
County

Treasurers.
462...... Colusa.......ooovviiinnnnnns 2,200.00 $2,480 00 | Complete.
463...... Solano.....c..ceeveiiennn 2,790.50 3,665 41 | $2 per acre expended.
461...... Humboldt...................... 2,081.16 3,614 67 | $2 per acre expended.
455...... Tulare.......coovviveivennennn, 640.00 833 23 | Complete.
469...... Lassen......c.cocevivenvennnn, 1,200.00 160 07 | Complete.
465...... Modoc......ccoevieiiinann. 200.00 43 32 | Complete.
466...... ModocC....c...cciiiirieniann 400.00 346 86 | Complete.
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401...... Siskiyou........cccovvviernenn. 1,080.00 282 00 | Complete.
474...... Shasta........ccccocveeninnnnn 200.00 50 93 | Complete.
464...... Modoc......cccceveniiinn. 280.00 72 80 | Complete.
476...... Lassen........ccoeeveeninenne. 1,040.00 262 34 | Complete.
477...... Lassen......ccoceevvvininnann. 1,200.00 258 15 | Complete.
475...... Humboldt...................... 299.53 493 52 | $2 per acre expended.
472...... Napa........coovvveiinennnn, 1,949.20 1,000 90 | $2 per acre expended.
459...... Lassen......cccceeeeevinvinnnns 8,939.95 1,770 17 | Complete.
481...... Lassen.....cccceeeviiennnnnns 640.00 144 43 | Complete.
480...... Modoc......coovieiienannin. 120.00 28 50 | Complete.
430...... Kern..oooovvveiiiieiieeennn, 10,000.00 1,246 63 | Complete.
478...... Siskiyou.........occviivinninnns 433.70 43370 | Complete.
482...... Tulare....c.covevviveienniinnnn, 64000 700 12 | Complete.
485...... Lassen.......ccceevevieennnn. 210.77 71 37 | Complete.
391...... ModoC......ccveviiniinnnn 1,040.00 1,693 13 | Complete.
489...... Modoc......ccveiiii, 80.00 86 25 | Complete.
37,664.81 $11,739 10
FEES.
From From From
Aug.1, 1880, to Aug.1, 1882, to Aug.1, 1884, to
Aug. 1, 1882. Aug. 1, 1884. Aug. 1, 1886.

Amount collected as Surveyor-General, and paid into

the State Treasury..........ccooevviiiiii i, $4,554 25 $9,730 00 $13,116 25
Amount collected as Register of State Land Office,

and paid into the State Treasury............c.coocevinnnne 4,742 05 6,451 00 7,150 00

Total amount collected.................. $9,296 30 $16,181 00 $20,266 25
GENERAL OFFICE WORK.

An inspection of the foregoing tabulated statements, showing the number of
patents and certificates of purchase issued, and the number of applications filed during
the past six years, will indicate the largely increased sale of lands, and the consequent
increase in the volume of labor devolving upon the Surveyor-General and assistants
during the present administration. It also indicates that the office has been more nearly
self-sustaining than during any past administration.
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DELINQUENT INTEREST ON STATE LANDS.

Suits in foreclosure, instituted because of the non-payment of the annual interest
due on State lands, are extremely expensive legal proceedings; and long experience
has demonstrated that such suits invariably result in loss rather than benefit to the
interest of the State. If the lands are of value, the delinquent interest is always paid,
even though it often amounts to as much as the principal. On the other hand, when the
lands revert to the State they are found to be of no value whatever, and the State
suffers the loss of the expense of the suit in foreclosure. During the last eighteen years
the Registers have sent out the delinquent lists only seven times, though required to do
so annually.

I concur with the expressed opinion of my predecessor, that the law should be
changed so as not to require the issuance of delinquent lists oftener than once in four
years, or else fix a limit to the cost of foreclosure so as not to absorb all the money
received by the State. The law of 1863 fixed a limit to the amount payable in such suits;
but the costs now demanded are generally much greater than the amount collected by
the State.

TIMBER LANDS.

| also have the honor to report that it is my belief that all State lands, known to be
timbered lands, should be withheld from sale entirely, and that a concurrent resolution
should be adopted at the next session of our Legislature requesting our delegates in
Congress to endeavor to secure the passage of a bill withdrawing from sale all unsold
United States lands returned and known to be timber lands.

I make this recommendation because of the fact that denuding of the mountain
sides of their forests is reducing the amount of water in the springs and watercourses
along their sides, and rendering disastrous floods possible by the too sudden
precipitation of the Winter rains into the different watercourses.

STATE SCHOOL LANDS.

| would also recommend an examination, by such methods as the Legislature
may prescribe, of the remaining unsold State School Lands, with a view of discovering
their quality and grading their value, in order that the lands may be sold at an
approximation to their true value, and the School Fund thereby be increased by a much
larger amount than it would be if the land were sold at the present price of $1 25 an
acre.
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FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND-ACRE GRANT.

I would also recommend the adoption of a concurrent resolution requesting our
delegates in Congress to use their best endeavors before the Department of the Interior
to secure the final settlement between the State and the United States of the five
hundred thousand-acre grant, believing that there is still a balance due the State of

California of some ten thousand acres.

STATEMENT.

Of Expenditures, other than Salaries, for the thirty-sixth and thirty-seventh fiscal years,

commencing July 1, 1884, and ending June 30, 1886.

Amount of
FOR WHAT PURPOSE EXPENDED. Appropriation.
Purchase of and Copying Maps

Appropriation for thirty-sixth and thirty-eighth fiscal years.............cco.ocviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeiec e, $800 00
Amount expended, thirty-sixth fiscal year...........cccceeeviiiiiiiniiinn . $286 65
Amount expended, thirty-seventh fiscal year...............coocoviiiiiiiinin. 367 00
Balance unexpended of thirty-sixth and thirty-seventh fiscal years........... 146 35

v $800 00 $800 00

Traveling Expenses of Surveyor-General and Attorney-General

Appropriation for thirty-sixth and thirty-eighth fiscal years...............ccc.coociiiiiiinn, $1,000 00
Amount expended, thirty-sixth fiscal year.............cooooviiiii i
Amount expended, thirty-seventh fiscal year.............cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiis i
Balance unexpended of thirty-sixth and thirty-seventh fiscal years........... $1,000 00

$1,000 00 $1,000 00

Postage and Expressage, Surveyor-General’s Office.

Appropriation for thirty-sixth and thirty-eighth fiscal years............cccocieviiiiiiiiiiiiiicecs $600 00
Amount expended, thirty-sixth fiscal year.............ccoccoiiviiiiiniiinn, $291 95
Amount expended, thirty-seventh fiscal year.................ccoceoiiinininnn, 284 00
Balance unexpended of thirty-sixth and thirty-seventh fiscal years........... 24 05

$600 00 $600 00

Contingent Expenses.

Appropriation for thirty-sixth and thirty-eighth fiscal years...........coovivviiiiiiii, $200 00
Amount expended, thirty-sixth fiscal year............ccooiiiiiiiiir i e,
Amount expended, thirty-seventh fiscal year.............cc.ccoeiiiiiiinnnennnn. $100 00
Balance unexpended of thirty-sixth and thirty-seventh fiscal years........... 100 00

$200 00 $200 00

EXPENDITURES FOR SALARIES Amount.

Surveyor-General and Register of State Land Office...........ccovivviviiiiiiiiiciii v, $6,000 00

Deputy SUNVEYOr-GEeNEIal.........oiviiiiiiiii et e e e e e e e et e e e e e eaes 4,800 00

Clerks in office of Surveyor-General and Register of State Land Office................ccccueeiennnnnne. 9,600 00

o] 1 < SR PP 600 00

$21,000 00
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Corrected Report of Spanish and Mexican Grants in California,

COMPLETE TO FEBRUARY 25, 1886.

PREPARED BY

STATE SURVEYOR-GENERAL

Published as Supplement to Official Report of 1883-84
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