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They Just wanted © keep order. The men assured them that our Union has taught us
10 do cveryhing peacefully. They gave their word that there would be no destruction
of property or personal harm done by the workers.

When the police officer rewrned he asked a representative t go to the phone to
speak with Ken Weller and his lawyer. They insisted that they could not meet with us
before Thursday ar 3:00 p.m. When:we asked about our Union recognition the lawyer
said, ““That is no problem.’ So a law student who had heen assisting the migrant work-
union recognition statement from

asked him o tell Weller that we would all leave
his office as soon as he
signed it When the of
ficer left we discussed the
likelihood that he would

right then. All the workers
who were waiting ourside
were called in and we
prayed “that God would

==
iouch the heart of Ken Weller with his grace so that he would act justly towards his
Workers and recognize their right t bargain collectively. The priest reminded us all

of Jesus' words: “If o of you on earth agree to anything and you ask the Father
in my name, he will give it to Everyone prayed in his own words out loud, The
officer retrned with the document signed, then signed it as a wimess. We praised

and thanked God, and left rejoicing.

Cesar Chavez senc Rev. Jim Drake and Jose Reyes from California o assist
With nogotiations on Thursday at 345 pam. Ken Weller and his brother the lawyer
met with worker representatives and assistants
The only thing Ken Weller had t say was that
ers should go thore. When we shoved him the sgreement he signed promising to ne-
gotiste with the United Farm Workers, the lawyer said e did not mean anything. So

again Ken Weller had lied w his workers, The lawyer concluded the negotiations
not only by ‘wening down the unlon's bid for $L.90 per hour and 107 per bucket, but
by saying he was unwilling 1o let the men go back o work at the minimum le
of $1.45 an hour while negotiating a rewoactive contract. In effect he aid he would
not negotiate.

The workers met Trursday night and decided to have a march trom St. Patrick's
Ciurch 1o the Pickle Company on Friday ac 4:00 p.m. There we would await word
from Weller. Would he have the courage t tell his workers face o face that he hac
renigged on his agreement to negortate? Wouldhis conscience have bothered him through
the night so that now he was ready 10 bargain In good falth? We st00d in fron of the
factory and offices 150 stron to hear from Weller.

He slipped out the back way 50 he would not have o talk to . He left us no al-
ternative but to march t his home in Lexingion. When we arrived ac his plush lake-
side esiate, the Sheriff's Department informed us that they had sent him avay, After
plcketing in front of his drive for 20 minutes, we sat down on the grass o wait for him.
The priest read the Sermon on the Mount to us in English and Spanish. “‘Blessed are
the sorrowlul, for they shall be comforted,"" scemed 1o have more meaning than aver
before.
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The workers took a voto. and decided to return (o the pickle factory and keep a
picket line all night. The police told us that they would trust us not to enter the factory,
and e 3s8ured hem tat ws vould sce 1o it that o g weuldl They hod 6o 13t
derstand that our purpose is simply wages and conditions, and that our methods are
i el

As we swood guard through the night, one farmer told us.that Weller has beer
cheating the growers by claiming that 1/2 the price due to them for their pickles went
to field labor. Now that they are paying their own labor, he has only increased the.
price on #1 pickles from $8.00 to $1L00 a hundred pounds, instead of $16.00 He said
s S
T yekerd simte cxo0k wOUR PURPOSE 1S SIMPLY
he has done 10 both farmers ma rm WAGES AND CONDITIONS,
werkers. By s own adnission Weller AND QUR METHODS , ARE
o e e e Y¢S BOTH JUST AND PEACEFUL.”

for the farmers this year,
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tions actully began. They know they cannor truse him. |
Later that same day (Saturday, August 8th), the farm h k ”
workers dcided 1 end the picker tine ac 500, inorcer CAIM[P SNACKS.

=% “HE TOLD THEM TO EITHER

camps 1o

£ PICK BY PIECE RATE OR LEAVE”

specific time when he would h:y.m negotiations on \Vm\da;. or the picket line would be
Weller came to the "ne;u:lmlm\s" session, he did not bring a labor law er‘ A
He blamed the closing of the pickle campany o1 0 a “stelke’” and “boycott’” Which never
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pickles so that we might even talk about & bogeot.

Now there are 200 to 300 migrant workers in Michigan who know “La Causa’’
is their hope for a betier futre. They are willing to sacrifice o get a union concract,
wherever they work in Michigan, Texas and Florida.




