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New Contracts

3400 WORKERS ARE|

CONTRACTS wnH{

|

On Friday, June 26,
Chavez and Larry Itliong asnounced
© a cheering sirikers' meeting
that several new contracts had been
signed with grape growers, large
and small,

Colleciive bargaining agree~
ments have been reached with
Karahadian & Sons, Inc,, Key-Kas
Co., Nick De Paulo, Mel-Pak,
Bobra, Lloyd Hopper, Beckman &
Bender, Laflin & Laflin, Jim Gim-
ian, and with the Coachella Impe-
rlal Distributors (33 small grow-
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ers), all of the Coachella Valley,
(SEE BOX ON PAGE 3for
acreage, ctc.).

A dispute arose regarding the
rdtification election for the Coa-
ehella Imperial Distrioutors, The
union lost the initial election on
June 24, but the election was de-
clered invalid because too many.
batlots were cast, and the workers
were intimidated by Ross Cariaga,
a diswaught labor conaccr, Ho
had told workers that they would
lose their jobs f they vored for

UFWOC. The phoney election vote
was 153 ~ 46, Another was held
o0 June 26, under the supervision

Roger Mahoney of Fresno. The
outcome was 168 ~ 4 in favor of
union recognition by UFWOC.

nother agreement was signed
Vith John Macchioroli, who farms
450 acres of grapes in Arizona,
in the same weck.,

The biggest breakhrough came:
o1 June 2.  Over 11,500 acres
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of grapes were covered in four con-
tracts signed with two companies:
the Tenneco Corporation, one of the
lacgest conglomerates in the United
States, and with S.A. Camp, a huge
San_Joaquin Valley grower. Ten-
neco has three farming corpora-
don subsidiaries: The Kern Land
Farm Company (3,500 acres in
grapes), Heggblade & Marguleas
of Coachella (535 grape acres)

Rancho El Dorado of Phoenix, A=
rizona (550 acres in grapes). The
S.A. Camp Gompany of Shafter, Ca~

lifornia (3,000 acres) now farms
part of the old DiGiorgio land near
Arvin, and has bought the Pete
Divizich ranch In Ducor (4,500 a-
cres). As of December 12, 1970,
the S.A, Camp contract will also
‘cover 1,200 acres of plums.
Election procedures will de-
termine to what extent UFWOC will
cover other crops. The growers
which negotiated with UFWOC ex-
pressed the feeling that they had
signed because they are in busi~
ness to *‘make money and not to

at left: CESAR CHAVEZL
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fight the unions.” Jerry Cohen,
UEWOC's attorney said: “These
contracts are helpful because they
add more union-picked grapes o the
market, which makes the boycott
of scab grapes more effective.’
Cohen added that 15% of all table
grapes are now being picked by
union labor.,

Contract provisions follow the
pattern set by agrements recently
negotiated by UFWOC. They in-
clude wage rates of $L.75 an hour
plus 25¢ a box; 10¢ per hour per
for the Kennedy Health
Plan; 2 per day per worker for
economic development
a union hiring hall, which

worker

standing in line 1 signwith UFWOC.
They realize, in the words of
AFL-CIO negotiator Irwin de
Shettler, that “‘what's good for the
farm workers is good for the far-

William Kircher, Dicector of Oe~
genizing for the AFL-GIO also ad-
dressed the strikers, congranilating
them [or their efforts Which brought
about the negotiations:
language the grover unders
Kircher said, “is the language of
the organized power of farm work-
erse s



