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BREAKING BARRIERS

between those with and without disabilities

Briana Mackey/Otter Realm

Patient no more traveling exhibit located on the second floor of the Tanimura & Antle Family Memorial Library.

By Briana Mackey &
Katie Kishi
Justin Frago’s motivation
to make change comes from
his desire to bridge the gap between people with disabilities
and those without. An advocate
for social justice among people
with disabilities, the California
State University, Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) senior makes a huge
impact on campus.
CSUMB’s Student Awareness
for Disability Empowerment
(SADE) club was not wellknown before Frago rebuilt it a
year ago. Since then, Frago has
recruited more members, put
on events and spread awareness
throughout campus.
“I really saw there was a need
for this community to be represented, because they are the biggest minority on this campus,”
he said.
Frago, who has a higher functioning type of autism called Asperger’s, is popularly known on

campus for his passion for students with disabilities and for the
work he has done to give them a
voice. “I really just want to make
a difference and shed light on
something that is not discussed,”
he said.
On April 22, Frago brought
“Patient No More” to CSUMB’s
library, an exhibit of photos and
videos from the Section 504
Protest. On April 25, a reception
was held where Frago, and others involved, gave remarks and
answered questions. The monthlong exhibit is open to students,
staff, faculty and the community
until May 23.
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 states that no
program receiving federal funds
can discriminate against people
with disabilities. The law was
not properly implemented during
the Nixon administration, so in
1977, protesters demanded that
the regulations be implemented
immediately. Some of the photos

and videos taken during the 25day protest are in the “Patient No
More” exhibit.
Frago originally wanted to
take the SADE club to see the
exhibit displayed at UC Berkeley, but when he realized “Patient No More” is a traveling
exhibit, he immediately started a
plan to bring it to CSUMB. “The
campus needs to see this. They
need more disability awareness,”
he said.
Frago wants people to be
aware that: “without these protestors I would probably be sitting in a nursing home right now
and the nurses would not have
fun with that, because I can be
feisty. And two, those protestors
said we are not second class citizens, so we want our rights.”
“People with disabilities are
just as capable as able-bodied
people,” said Frago. He mentions that it is important to be
aware and understand that others
may think differently, or those

with disabilities may need assistance. “They are not incapable of
doing anything.”
In response to the inconsistency he felt on campus toward
those with disabilities, Frago
started the first Affinity Graduation for students with disabilities
last year. “I think it’s important
… if we don’t, we’re not representing a very marginalized population, and were already marginalized as it is,” he said.
About 50 people attended the
ceremony last year, including

to a group of people,” said Frago.
A protester from the Section
504 Protest is the keynote speaker at this year’s ceremony. This
was arranged as part of the agreement for the installation of the
“Patient No More” exhibit.
Frago will be graduating with
honors and a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Human Communications. He will also be receiving
CSUMB’s Alumni Vision award
and Service Learning award
for Human Communications.
“Not because I’m the guy that

the next two years. He will stay
in contact with the new leaders
of SADE and broaden events. “I
want to take what I know into the
community,” he said.
Frago’s goal as an advocate
for people with disabilities is to:
“move forward in the social justice aspect. We need to come to
a societal agreement that we’re
very capable.”
He wants to leave a legacy of
bringing people together in this
society. “People with disabilities live in a society that is not
set up for them, it’s like putting a
“Without these protestors I would
square into a triangle, it just does
probably be sitting in a nursing home right now” not work. And when you have
people that do not understand,
students, families and CSUMB goes out everyday and wants to especially when you have to
President Eduardo Ochoa. This get an award, it’s because I do work with these people in some
May, Frago expects the same what I do to make a difference,” capacity, it is very difficult to
turn out.
said Frago.
move forward,” he said.
“To see people really appreciaAfter graduating, Frago’s prestive of the Affinity Graduation, it ence will still be on campus and
Editor’s Note: This article
warms my heart, because I know with SADE. He plans to get his ran in the Monterey Herald on
that I am making a difference and teaching credential for Special April 23, 2016.
I know that I am giving equality Education from CSUMB over

Inspiring youth to paint their future
Monterey Bay Art and Film Festival for the youth

Mathew Pierce displaying the fourth and ﬁfth graders colorful paper
people cut outs from J.C. Crumpton Elementary School.

By Belen Fernandez
This year marks the inauguration of the Monterey Bay Art
and Film Festival for the youth
(MAFFY). This creative event

is put together by California
State University, Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) students, faculty and
community members.
It will take place in the Cinematic Arts (CART) building and

Belen Fernandez/Otter Realm

around the World Theater on
April 28 to 30.
The family friendly event features music performances, film
screenings, exhibitions, video
installations, and talks with vis-

iting artists. All screening and
events are free to the public in
order to promote the positive influence art has on the youth.
Due to the California budget
cut several years ago many K-12
art programs have been removed
from schools. This presents an
issue with children’s creativity
and skills. MAFFY’s mission
states: “Children, youth, and
professional artists will collaborate to exchange ideas and help
build a culturally diverse global
art community through their explorations,” said Soyeon Kim,
director of MAFFY.
Students in CART have prepared for the event since the start
of spring 2016. The event is part
of their upper division CART
399s, Community-Based Media
service learning class. Each student develops and runs workshops with elementary students
where they interact with children
to make art and will present it at
MAFFY for exhibition.
Responsibilities and roles
are programming, promotion,
set up/clean up and screenings. Community members will
showcase their TV pilot (World
Premiere of ‘The Adventures
of Catty Wompus’) and sponsor
the festival.
They will also host an Open
House for the Cinematic Arts

& Technology department at
2:30 p.m., where they will feature a collection of previous
Capstone films.
The artistic festival is an opportunity for community members and artists to engage in a
commonality along with the
opportunity to network. One
CART student explains the beauty behind the event: “It promotes
creativity! If we show people
early on in their lives the results

houses. Students involved said
the children were very energetic
and eager to color and paint.
“When Tyler and I were setting
up the audio-recording workshop
with our group, there were some
technical difficulties. Luckily our
instructor gave us a backup plan
in the meantime: paper people
cutouts,” said Mercurio.
“I was worried that the kids
wouldn’t be happy about coloring things when they were prom-

“Children, youth, and professional
artists will collaborate to exchange ideas”
of their creations, they may be
inspired to keep on creating,”
said Rose Mercurio, senior
CART major.
Rose Mercurio, Tyler Hall and
Matthew Pierce are among many
of the students in the CART 399s
class who will contribute children’s pieces to the event. Mercurio and Hall collaborated on
their project by visiting Crumpton Elementary School in Marina
to encourage students to use their
imagination to make art.
Mercurio and Hall worked
with fourth and fifth graders
from the after school program.
They had two workshops in
which they taught children how
to paint and color paper dolls and

ised cartoon dubbing, but they
enjoyed it in the meantime and
they made some really awesome
artwork from it,” said Mercurio.
In the second meeting they
had an audio-recording workshop with the elementary students. The children enjoyed
doing voice overs to their
favorite cartoons.
“They sang the Spongebob
theme song at the workshop,
and at the event they’ll be able
to see what they sang synced
up with the animated intro,”
said Mercurio.
The voice overs will be put

Painting futures
continues on page 3 >>
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Ready, Set, JET!
Students to teach English in Japan

Thursday, April 28, 2016

Providing a
helping hand
New nursing internship
By Jessica Stafford

A few of the student’s accepted into the Japanese exchange and training program. These students leave for
Japan on July 30.

By Jessica Stafford
The Japanese Exchange and
Teaching Program (JET) sent
out acceptance letters to students all over the globe and this
year 10 students from California State University, Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) are finally able
to celebrate. The selected few
will teach English to students
in Japan.
Among the winners, senior
students D’Andre Thompson,
Andrew Ramirez, Addie Gingold
and Christian McGlothlin-Clason will participate in the program overseas beginning July
30. This is the first time all of the
applicants from CSUMB have
been accepted.
“JET is a Japanese government paid program that recruits English speaking students as teaching assistants
all over Japan,” said Shigeko
Sekine, an associate professor

of the Japanese Language and
Culture department.
Sekine mentions that the position is not permanent, but is renewable for up to five years and
pays around $3,000 per month.
Of the students that have
been accepted, nine have been
selected as Assistant Language
Teachers (ALT), where they

CIR is the only position that is
required to know Japanese and
incorporates a language exam
into the application process.
Once in Japan, Gingold will be
working in a government office
and is responsible for planning
cultural events, training ALTs
and will also serve as a translator
and interpreter.

“The CIR application process was
very scary, I’m surprised I got in”
will teach English to students,
ranging from elementary to
high school.
Gingold, a fourth year student and Japanese Language and
Culture major, will be a Coordinator of International Relations
(CIR). She is the first student in
CSUMB history to have accepted this prestigious offer.

“The CIR application process
was very scary, I’m surprised I
got in,” said Gingold.
CSUMB has worked with JET
since 2006, and professor Sekine
has helped with the application
process since then. In the past 10
years, over 45 CSUMB students
have participated in the program.
JET is opened to students from

Provided by Shigeki Sekine

all different majors; out of the 10
applicants, only two students are
not Japanese Language and Culture majors and/or minors.
McGlothlin-Clason, a sixth
year Japanese Language and
Culture major, said she looks at
this opportunity as a “small stepping stone to her future.” These
students are thankful for this
opportunity as they are looking
forward to new experiences and
the connections they will make
along the way.
Sekine emphasises that it’s not
about competing against each
other, rather polishing each other’s statements of purpose and
ideas to help one another hopefully get accepted.
She believes that this is a great
opportunity for students to experience living in Japan abroad, especially for new graduates.
She highly encourages students to look into the program by
checking out the website, http://
jetprogramme.org/en/.

The Department Chair of Nursing, Dr. Singh-Carlson, signed a
contract with Doctors on Duty to
allow California State University,
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) nursing students to complete their
semester long internship for their
Bachelors of Sciences in Nursing
(BSN) degree.
BSN requires students to complete 90 clinical hours for their
public health nursing certificate
and are separate from Capstone,
according to Singh-Carlson. Currently 10 students are doing their
clinical hours and five of them
are doing their rotations through
the Health Center.
To partake in this internship,
the BSN students must be registered and licensed nurses that are
finishing their last semester in
the program.
Dr. Singh-Carlson said that
both the Health Center and nursing department could help one
another out. Her goal is: “to have
the Health Center be student cen-

tered, but a nurse-run clinic.”
Nursing students will gain
leadership skills and have more
educational opportunities, as
some of their assignments include creating educational brochures and pieces to present to
students at the clinic.
The internship will help:
“raise awareness of the benefits
of having a student health center
on campus,” said Singh-Carlson.
Because of this the clinic will be
able to promote the its services,
as well as, there will be more individuals to help more students.
Students will have the educational tools of health promotion
and prevention to present to their
peers in a comfortable area. A
benefit of this program is if nursing students wish to pursue a
career in nursing, they have the
opportunity to be hired as part
of the Health Center team for
this area.

App to improve
social relationships

From Interim to Dean
Frank Wojcik to be CSUMB’s first library dean

By Briana Mackey &
Katie Kishi
The first thing you see when
you walk into Frank Wojcik’s
office is the message “Welcome
to the library family!!!” written
in big blue letters on the whiteboard.
The message has been there
for nine months since it greeted
Wojcik on his first day as California State University, Monterey Bay’s (CSUMB) interim library director.
On July 1, Wojcik’s title
will change as he becomes the
school’s first Dean of the Library,
but the message will stay on the
board. .
“I told the library staff I’m
never going to erase it because
there’s a lot of truth in it… That’s
meaningful to me,” Wojcik said.
“From the time I interviewed, I
felt a connection with them. That
goes into the decision to stay
here and I’ve been so impressed
by them.”
When he looked at the university mission statement, “I
thought it was inspiring, and so
many points in the vision state-

ment directly appeal to me. I
said, I really want to get to know
this place better.”
“I looked at the library, and it’s
an incredible building first of all.
I looked at who else was in the library … then I saw that the writing program is here and ASAP
[now Cooperative Learning
Center], UROC [Undergraduate
Research Opportunities Center],
Center for Career Advising &
Student Success [CACSS] and
IT [Information Technology],
I thought it’s fantastic to have
those academic partners within
the building.
“I love that this building is a
treasure - it’s incredible, iconic,”
said Wojcik.
Wojcik, came to CSUMB after
serving nearly a year as interim
dean of the Mason Library at
Keene State in New Hampshire.
Before that he was an associate
provost at the College at Brockport in New York.
Since coming to CSUMB,
Wojcik planted the seed for
“Welcome to Finals” last semester. Witht he help of the library
Personal Growth and Counseling
Center, and CACSS this weeklong event in the library helped
students relieve stress with puzzles, food, coloring books and a
table where one could leave postit notes with compliments. The
purpose, take an encouragement,
leave an encouragement.
“I think small things like that
are a way you start building collaboration for larger projects
down the road,” said Wojcik.
Digital Commons, started in
2015, is one of Wojcik’s main
projects. It is a showcase of
CSUMB’s creative and digital
output. Currently, there are about

1,000 pieces of work in it, mostly capstones and theses, dating
back to the year 2000.
“We plan to use this to showcase the best of students’ research, in a student research
journal. We want to have faculty
work showcased as well.”
As Wojcik points to the Digital Commons world map on his
computer he mentions: “We’re
going to display it digitally
downstairs, near the reference
desk just so people can see that
this research matters and people
are downloading it from all over
the world.”
Wojcik has already started doing projects during his interim
year and plans to continue those.
“It was my responsibility to do

man Communications student] is
working to bring an exhibit here
beginning April 25, it’s called
Patient No More,” related to disability rights.
He sees the library as a “common place that can be used by
everyone... a place we’re all
responsible for, a place we’re
all invested in, a place that welcomes everybody and diversity.”
There is a wealth of resources within the library and Wojcik
wants to improve preservation
and interpretation. “I’m talking
about archival materials, things
like the history of the university, Fort Ord and the transition
of Fort Ord into this university.
We’re talking about the university’s engagement with the towns

Digital Commons is a showcase of
CSUMB’s creative and digital output
things that I could, even if I were
just here for a year.”
He goes on to mention, “I
think we need to use our space to
help reinforce our values sometimes.”
In response, he helped Richard Baines, Chair of Music and
Performing Arts Department,
display the Bob Fitch exhibit,
Movements for Change, on the
second level of the library.
“That’s about social justice,
that’s local too. There are agricultural workers from the area.
We’re trying to open up the library to do more things like
that,” said Wojcik.
Wojcik, wants to incorporate
more students’ work in the library through pop-up exhibits,
“on the big concrete slabs we
have in here. Justin Frago [Hu-

around us.”
A group called Archives
Working Group, started by Wojcik, meets to talk about an approach to preserving history and
making it accessible. “One of the
things we’re doing now is, we’re
in a search of a Librarian to head
our archives and special collections area.”
For Wojcik, he’s worked at
many colleges, “but I’ve never
worked at a place where people
invoke the vision and mission
as frequently as they do here
… I think that’s important - that
people have a good sense of why
they’re here and what the university’s reason for being is.”

Neil helping to build a school in
Honduras for Transform Honduras

Provided by Neil Bowie

By Nick Johnson
Trending Tribe is an integrative social app and website that
promotes face to face interaction
and aims to improve social relationships. California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
Business Administration senior,
Neil Bowie, is the CEO and creator of Trending Tribe.
The free app, Trending Tribe,
matches people with similar interests in activities or hobbies.
Whether it be athletics, education, or sociable outings Trending Tribes provides members
with a unique experience.
When you search for a desired activity on Trending Tribe,
it gets you into an interface that
provides services and discounts
in relation to said search.
“It’s kinda like Tinder and
facebook meets Groupon, because you get discounts,”
said Bowie.
For example, say you enjoy
working out, it would include:
“gym memberships, vitamins,
protein shakes, gym equipment,

an orphanage of donor’s choice
and half to Trending Tribe. Bowie supports and works closely
with local business in order to
provide highly discounted products and services to all his users.
“You are going to meet people with the same interests and
hobbies as you and at the same
time get huge discounts, and
you don’t have to pay anything,”
said Bowie.
He feels society is losing the
substance of relationships between people. The goal of Trending Tribe isn’t about the companies trying to promote their
products. “The most important
thing is to improve people’s lives
and to integrate people’s mentality through co-growth and unity
through building a community.
That’s why it is called Trending
tribe,” said Bowie.
He believes the two are intertwined, it improves your personal self because to Bowie, if you
have a community of people with
similar interests, then you will be

“If you have a community with similar interests, then you will be more likely
to take action”

pretty much everything someone
needs to workout,” said Bowie.
Bowie plans to raise money:
”for not only business but also
a non-profit that supports children.” He goes to a company
who is looking to promote an
item, and he will market their
product after he gets a donation
Editor’s note: This article ran
from the company.
in the Monterey Herald on April
Half of what is donated goes to
16, 2016.

more likely to take action. “You
no longer have an excuse to not
go to the gym,” said Bowie.
You will always have someone
to push you in any aspect using
this site.
If interested in becoming involved with Trending Tribe contact Bowie through his GoFundMe account on his facebook,
Neil Alexander Bowie.
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Bold
Campus plan to
reduce traﬃc
By Chris Bannister

Pieces of art the children made.

over moving images and videos
which will be edited by Pierce
and presented at the film festival.
The children’s paper dolls will be
exhibited at the table booths set
up at MAFFY.
Students found their workshop experiences to be very effective for children to expand
their creative sides. “Working
with the kids this semester and
knowing that they will get to
see their artwork being admired
by others inspired me to work
hard on making this event great!
Guest speakers at my elementary school helped me realize
at a young age that I wanted to
pursue animation, so I hope that
we can do the same for them,”
said Mercurio.
Pierce is combining all of the
group’s clips into one to feature
their work. The voice over clips
will be played at the booths
as well.
Pierce had students from kindergarten to fifth grade who attended Marina Vista Elementary
school the children were selected
through their own willingness
to participate.
Pierce held two workshops.
The first meeting Pierce had the
students create fun comics then
recorded their narrations and
turned it into movies.
“Theres one with a cheese guy
contemplating eating himself and
the last panel appears to be him
in just complete inner turmoil.
It’s pretty great,” said Pierce.
The second workshop he had
the children design puppets and
make a puppet show where he re-

Belen Fernandez/Otter Realm

As campus grows and more
students move in, the university developed a Master Plan that
seeks to have a more compact,
dense, lively and sustainable
campus. A key component of the
plan is minimizing the use of personal cars.
The new Master Plan effort
at California State University,
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) aims to
minimaze traffict by over 40 percent in the upcoming years.
The plan includes infrastructure for bicycle and walking
paths, contributing to a more sustainable future of this campus for
the students and faculty.
“We want to create sustainable infrastructure to achieve a

promptu interactions and an improved campus experience.
After listening to students
and other communty members,
the team of planners proposed
the new location for the Student
Union on the corner of Intergarrisong Road and and 5fth Ave.
The Recreation Center will be
situated on Divarty Street, between the Atlhetic fields and the
Main Quad.
The development efforts had
already moved forward with
some of the demolition of the old
abandoned buildings.
The campus has been working
to improve the commuter experience by recently adding in more
lights in some of the parking areas around the campus.
Some might ask, “With the

corded them. “One thing I found
amusing was that their ideas
were usually directly inspired
by something they liked. Kids
are sponges and when they copy
stuff they find interesting they
can pick up a lot of great skills.”
Pierce mentions how he ex“We want to create sustainable
pected various “Batman Vs
infrastructure”
____” themed comics, but to his
surprise many directly copied zero energy waste and carbon
largest land area of any CSU,
comics he had made.
neutrality by 2030,” said Chris- why doesn’t the campus just
topher Placco, Associate Vice build more parking lots?” This
April 28:
President for Campus Planning does not align with the Master
Children’s Art exhibition 2 to and Development.
Plan vision. The challenge, as
4 p.m. at the World Theater.
It will generate infraestructure Mr. Placco explained in a reFilm screenings: ‘Best of the to receive 12,700 students in the
cent presenttion, is to change the
Fest: Children’s Film Festival next decade, and possibly, by
car-dependent culture, and offer
Seattle 2016’ at 3:30pm in the 2030, it will have the capacity
alternatives for sustainable transWorld Theatre.
to suppport 25,000 students. The portation different from the priSpecial Screening: Catty goal is to have 60 percent of stuvate automobile.
Wompus Television Pilot at 4 dents living in campus housing.
The university’s commitement
p.m. in the World Theater.
With a much more compact with the environment requires
campus, the Master Plan wants to curb the carbon footprint
April 29:
to increase biking, walking, and not only by reducing communtFilm screenings: ‘Best of the public transit use by 50 percent.
ing, but also by designing new
Fest: Children’s Film Festival They would also like to increase
buildings with cutting-edge
Seattle 2016’ at 6:30 p.m. in the use of rideshare and car share
technologies that minimize
Cinematic Arts studio.
programs by 20 percent. With energy consumption.
these programs students could
The planners propose to use
April 30:
plan their carpool rides and or drought resistant vegetation and
Special Screening: Cat- rent a car from a short term rentdecrease possible impacts on the
ty Wompus Television Pilot at al car company companies such
wild life of the area.
12:30 p.m.
as Zipcar.
Some of the benefits for the
Visiting Artists Daniel Chong
The current effort, built on the imagined vision for the univerand Inhae Lee at 2 p.m. at the foundation of the 2007 Master
sity is to offer a better experiCinematic Arts studio.
Plan, is to centralice academic ence for everyone. More details
Screenings at the Greenﬁeld uses around the Main Quad. This
and updates can be found on the
Cultural Art Center.
would create more classrooms master plan website: csumb.edu/
Animated Shorts at 3:30 p.m. and living spaces around that
campusplanning/campus-masin the Greenﬁeld Cultural Art central point, resulting in shorter
ter-plan-2016.
Center.
walking times that would make
Live Action Shorts at 3:30 10-minute transitions between
p.m.. at the Greenﬁeld Cultural classes feasible. Also, more imArt Center.

campus
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Farewell to professor Garcia

From left to right: Debra Busman, Frances Payne Adler, and Diana Garcia
after pulling a 36-hour all nighter getting their book “Fire and Ink: An
Anthology of Social Action Writing” oﬀ to the publisher.

By Karen Garcia
After 18 years, publishing
three books and winning an
American Book Award, Diana
Garcia, poet and Human Communications (HCOM) professor
ends her journey at California
State University, Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) this spring.
Professor Garcia has taught
classes from “Latina/o Creative
Writing”, “Poetry Workshop”, to
“Advanced Creative Writing.”
As well as, building the HCOM
Creative Writing and Social Action Program.
Her office is decorated in Frida
Kahlo memorabilia and awards
she has collected throughout
her career. She’s humble and
endearing, but do not be fooled.
Her passion for what she does inspires and motivates in the simplest of words: “being a writer
has given me such amazing rewards,” said Garcia.
Studying at San Diego State
University as a Business Psychology major, she switched her
major to English with an emphasis on Creative Writing after
taking a creative writing class
that changed her life and has not
looked back since.
Her first collection of poems
named, When Living Was A Labor Camp was published in 2001
and was awarded an American
Book Award. A lot of her inspiration for her writing has stemmed
from her childhood.
Garcia describes her childhood living in San Joaquin Valley in a farm worker camp, “it
felt as if though on one hand I
was enclosed in this system, but
on the other I had this clear sense
that there was a world much larger than the one I was living in.”
Her sense of exploration is what
allowed her to venture outside of
familiarity.

Even though her When Living in a Labor Camp book was
banned from the University of
Arizona, Garcia only sees it as
a positive, “I was so proud, because I was alongside Shakespeare...I felt like I had done
something right.”
Since 2004, she has been an
avid volunteer at the Wellington
Smith School at Juvenile Hall of
the Monterey County. She saw
poetry as a bridge for juveniles to
express their feelings while also
being able to connect adolescents
together regardless of culture,
gender and experiences.
Garcia’s love for the language
of poetry is refreshing. But, her
expertise goes beyond creative
writing. One of her goals when
teaching is to expand farther than
the aspect of HCOM. She urges
students to research internships
outside of their comfort zones,
from all fields.
From teaching in Connecticut,
to Germany her devotion to the
world of poetry allows her to
give students ambition. “I can’t
press enough on students the importance of gaining experience
by living in another part of the
world... it gives you a deeper
sense of who you are and how
you play a role in your global
community,” said Garcia.
As the semester comes to an
end, Garcia’s last moments of
her career are recognized by her
close colleagues. Debra Busman,
HCOM professor and one of the
co-directors of the Writing and
Social Action Program has been
working with Professor Garcia
for many years.
“A brilliant poet, scholar, and
most generous mentor of colleagues and students alike, Diana
has modeled what it means to
truly honor and embody our university’s Vision Statement, placing herself in service to students
and community,” said Busman.

Moving out?
Your stuﬀ
doesnt have
to!
Zero Waste Move Out
Lisa Hannemann wants to ﬁnd a way where international students could leave their stuﬀ, instead of tossing it.

By Benedicte Olsen
For the first time, international
students can now leave their used
items for the next group of international students.
Imagine moving into your
dorm room at 10 p.m. after 25
hours of travel, including a 12hour overseas plane ride. All you
want to do is rest and prepare
to start the next day fresh. Only
there’s a huge problem: no sheets
or pillows, only a bare mattress, no toilet paper, and then
being alone in a place you have
never been.
This is a reoccurring problem
for international students.
They come to California
State University, Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) with only their clothes
and personal items. When they

move into campus housing they
need to buy trash cans, hangers,
shower curtains and bedding.
This can be overwhelming for
a foreign student who arrives in a
new country with no car and little
clue or where to go.
To deal with this issue, the International Students Office will
set up labeled containers during
the final week of school outside
of North Quad and Promontory,
for international students to leave
their reusable belongings.
Prior, there has not been a consistent way of doing this, and for
international students sometimes
it was easier to toss their items
instead of giving it to someone.
Lisa Hannemann, a German
international student is the main
leader of this arrangement.
“There has not been a good systematic way for doing this earli-

er,” Hannemann said.
Hannemann is in the master’s
program for Sustainability Management, and cares deeply about
the environment. Right after she
got enrolled at CSUMB she started thinking about how she could
influence the students to reuse
things for the apartments.
“I contacted a German girl that
was studying here last semester
to ask her how it all worked,”
Hannemann said. They agreed on
storing certain items in a garage
which Hannemann would buy
once she arrived. “This worked
well, and I thought, why not do
this in a systematic way?”
Hannemann went to the Startup weekend, for students who
want to become entrepreneurs,
at CSUMB, and shared her
thoughts about this issue.
“Me and my group worked on

the idea all weekend, and when
we did the presentation, everybody liked it,” Hannemann said.
“The startup weekend crew believed in me, and they said that
this could be something we could
do,” Hannemann said.
She talked to the sustainability director of CSUMB, as well
as other stakeholders that had

The office has been doing this
on a small scale for 10 years. “It
is exciting that people are trying
to make this a reality,” Kasey
Scolavino, Coordinator of International Student and Scholar
Services said. She is grateful for
the increased involvement.
Another person Hannemann
has been working with is Rachel

“The startup weekend crew believed
in me, and they said that this could be
something we could do,”
something to do with international students. The International
Office expresses how much they
appreciate Hannemann’s dedication to the issue.

Sutton. She is the Campus Zero
Waste Coordinator, and an intern
at GreenWaste Recovery Inc.
“We want as little waste as possible in the landfill,” Sutton said.

Benedicte Olsen/Otter Realm

She mentions that international
students contribute to fill up the
trash cans and she is really excited to be involved in this project.
This project is a small problem
compared to all the problems in
the world – but it helps to keep
our environment green and clean.
“I’m super proud of what we
have achieved already, and everyone has been really supportive,” Hannemann said.
All students can participate.
Containers will be placed outside
of all housing areas for people to
recycle the stuff they don’t need
anymore.
This is called Zero Waste
Move Out. Hope Services will
be collecting reusable items.
“It is really an act of goodwill,”
Hannemann said. More info visit
the CSUMB website.
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By Tori Johnson
Aaah Earth Day, a day for humans to appreciate our majestic,
succulent, wonderful planet for
only 24 hours.
We experience Earth every
waking day and all of its treasures; it provides all of our food,
shelter, the air we breathe and
the soil we walk on. Earth does
a lot for us if you think about it,
so let’s be real… EVERYDAY
should be Earth Day.
Why dedicate only 24 hours
to appreciate the one thing that
brings every living being together. We are all citizens of
planet Earth and should start to

work together in preserving this
beautiful world.
On this day, people will most
likely throw their water bottles
into the recycle bin instead of the
trashcan or maybe decrease the
length of their shower and think
they are actually affecting some
larger picture.
Truth is, these minute acts of
global improvement, even on a
daily basis, will not be the only
thing to help preserve our planet.
Over the past 50 years, since
the Industrial Revolution, the
constant burning of oil, coal,
and gas by large regimes, along
with clearing acres of forests
year by year is the greatest
and most significant factor in
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the upcoming expiration date
of our world, according to the
U.S. Global Change Research
Program website.
The site states: “Climate
change affects human health and
wellbeing through more extreme
weather events and wildfire, decreased air quality, and diseases transmitted by insects, food
and water.”
In order to solve the underlying mystery of how to save
our expiring Earth, we must
start now to enforce the effort
of setting aside our egos each
and every day as we experience
each other and the natural world
around us.
A love for our Earth instead

of materialistic things that only
seem to withhold temporary happiness, will affect our thoughts
and feelings for one another and
for all living beings around us.
To understand an interdependence between the Earth and ourselves will change the adapting
environment around you; therefore, ultimately affecting what
you create.
If we all fall hopelessly in love
with Earth and all that inhibit it,
we will prevail as the human species and create a more beautiful
world for not only us to experience but to leave a lasting mark
on the generation to come.
So, let’s not wait until “Earth
Day” comes around to stop littering and start recycling, or taking
shorter showers and buying organic. These little acts will have
little effect on the well-being of
the Earth if we do not BELIEVE
we can make a difference.
Imagine every person on this
planet believing in their part to
make the world a better place.
Coming to know your role in the
rebirth of of our planet will be
the ultimate tool in providing for
our future selves. START NOW!

Former international student
from Maynooth University, Jonah Worcester, attended California State University, Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) during the 20142015 academic year. Worcester
said that he: “always identified
with the concept of equality for
all,” however he did not fully
understand what feminism was
until two years ago.
He always thought men were
not allowed to be part of feminism. That “feminism was a
place where men aren’t welcome,” Worcester said.
Worcester stated that he experienced violence in mental ways.
For example, he has always had
an appreciation and admiration
for femininity, due to gender
violence he feels restricted to
where he does not feel comfortable to explore his own gender
identity freely.
“It has also affected my life
with witnessing women being
mistreated throughout my life,
whether it be a sexist comment
or a guy coming on to a girl at a
party,” Worcester said.
Last year, Worcester further
developed his understanding
of feminism by participating in
the MENding Monologues pro-
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duction as a cast member. He
took part in other events such as
SlutWalk, 1 Billion Rising and
watching Vagina Monologues, as
well as, adding to his knowledge
and understanding.
“I learned what feminism
was after years of fearing it,”
Worcester said.
Worcester stated religious
Catholic and Hira Krisna backgrounds taught him the basic
ideas of equality. “I was raised to
be a gentlemen. To treat women
right and simply the golden rule,
treat others as you wish to be
treated,” Worcester said.

with a statement the game’s
facilitator presents.
The conversations Janice
and I created are made to have
students critically think about
the negative social norm. One
of our statements is: “My wife
should do everything I say.” A
huge portion of the class fell in
the “strongly disagree” and “disagree” corner, stating that in a
relationship partners must learn
from each other, be independent
and at the same time respect each
other’s decisions.
The other portion of the class
that was in the “agree” and

For example, in 2011, Toronto,
Canada a woman was reporting
her rapist to the police. “If you
didn’t dress as a slut, then maybe
you wouldn’t have gotten raped,”
said a police officer.
This comment sparked an international movement where
women fight against societal
norms where they are being
criminalized based upon what
they choose to wear. CSUMB
participates in this international
movement for the past four years
since 2012.
A way to destroying patriarchal system in worcester’s opin-

“By conforming to these different ideas of gender roles,
sexual assault survivors will most likely not be able to get
the justice they deserve”
I thought this was interesting. For the past six months,
Janice Bonello and myself have
been teaching at Soledad Correctional Faculty. Our classes
consists of bringing awareness
to the social construct of patriarchy and having our students
discover the intersectionality
between hyper masculinity and
domestic violence.
During a class recently we
did the “four corners” activity. A game where you have to
go to a certain corner if you
“strongly disagree,” “disagree,”
“agree,” and “strongly agree”

Hello Otters!
The sun is out and the campus
is rampant with activity! We are
nearing the end of the semester
and I hope you all are doing well
in your classes as they come to
a close.
Let me introduce myself, my
name is Lauren McClain and I
will be your Associated Students
(AS) President for the 2016-2017
year. I am passionate about student advocacy. I hope that I can
serve you well in making sure
the student voice is heard loud
and clear.
During my term, I hope to
continue working on developing
services such as the Food Pantry and the AS Box Office along
with some new services.
We are still currently recruiting officers for the fall and have
a few positions still open. AS has
been a great opportunity for me
to grow in my leadership and
to find my passion in helping

“strongly agree” corner, stating
they agree with the statement due
to biblical reasons of identifying
with the Christian faith.
Expressing that as men and
protectors of the household they
have the final word. Our students
also expressed that with this
power, one should not abuse nor
degrade their partner. In other
words, believing that they should
conform to gender roles.
By conforming to these different ideas of gender roles, sexual
assault survivors will most likely not be able to get the justice
they deserve.

ion is to be vocal about gender
inequality in the world, with
what we see in media, pop culture and our daily lives. “Oppose
gender norms that are imposed
by patriarchal systems. For example with how we dress and express ourselves,” Worcester says.
In addition to that, Worcester
also suggests that men can help
by first researching what feminism is and knowing that we
have place in it. “Research alone
can help men become better allies to women. Men can also be
brave and stand up when they see
women being treated wrongly.”

people. Any interested students
can learn more and apply online
at csumb.edu/as/join-associated-students.
Over the next few weeks, we
have some really cool events
coming to campus. Specifically,
we have the Dom Kennedy concert which AS will be co-sponsoring with Otter Student Union,
happening on May 6. Buy tickets
at the Student Center front desk
before they are all gone!
We will also have the last Food
Pantry this semester on May 12
at 11 a.m. in the West Lounge.
Also, keep an eye out around
finals week AS will have our traditional Welcome to Finals Week
(WTF Week). For WTF Week we
will have lots of fun things to do
in order to decompress from any
stress you may be experiencing!
I look forward to serving as
your AS President. If you ever
need to share any ideas or concerns, please contact me at aspresident@csumb.edu. We have

a wonderful team ready to advocate for you on every level and
ready to plan some really fun
events for you. So let’s finish the
semester strong Otters!
Lauren McClain
AS President

otterrealm.com

Thursday, April 28, 2016

Opinion

5

Embracing the F-bomb
Students discuss whether or not they identify as feminists

By Jamara Bernard
In the media, the word feminist has a negative connotation and stigma surrounding it.
I question, is it the word or the
meaning behind it that creates a
disconnect?
I am a proud feminist but I
struggled with identifying as a
feminist. I had the beliefs and
ideas, however, I was not so
sure if I could consider myself a
“real” feminist.
I first discovered feminism
four years ago in my history class
with professor Ann Riley, lecturer of Social, Behavioral and
Global studies. She put feminism
simply as: raise your hand if you

believe that women should be
equal to men whether it’s receiving the same pay or social circumstances. I agreed, yet I wasn’t
exactly prideful.
The years following that
course I would constantly question whether or not I was worthy
enough to call myself a feminist.
I felt that so much had to be carried along with the title.
For instance, the idea that
feminist can’t wear heels or
makeup, also, feminist must organize rallies and carry themselves a certain way. Or feminist
are lesbians who burn bras; it
was all a bit baffling. I eventually realized that identifying as a
feminist does not mean altering
my individuality.
I have learned that identity is
purely for self and not for others. Some have a hard time dis-

my struggles with identifying as a feminist, I was curious to know what other women
thought about it.
“Although I do not identify
as a feminist, I believe in feminist ways and gender equality. I
choose to not consider myself a
feminist because of the negative
connotations associated with the
word. I feel as if the true meaning and intentions behind feminism has been muddled over the
years,” said Kirstyn Nimmers,
junior Molecular Biology major.
“I do identify as a feminist because the fight for equal rights is
not over. There is still so much
sexism in our society aimed at
those who identify as a woman,
as well as those who were biologically female-bodied. This is
not to say that sexism does not
affect everyone (including men),

most,” said AJ Macedo, junior
Communication Design major.
“No, it’s too overhyped, too
extreme,” said Carmina Rendon, senior Collaborative Health
and Human Services major,
when asked about identifying
as a feminist.
Part of the problem seems to
be media. Also, labels can be flat
out complicated whether we create more labels to be more inclusive or get rid of them altogether.
The adjustment won’t be smooth.
Decisions are made everyday
from what to wear to should I do
this assignment. What we do are
a reflection of our inner selves.
So “What do women find liberating?” really seems to be a difficult question.
Women are so complex and
liberation can vary person to person. For me, I find it liberating
to have versatility, for instance
pulling off basketball shorts and
a dress.
“Going out feeling confident
in myself is when I feel most
liberated,” said Sara Bear, senior
covering their identity whether but in order to eliminate the root Biology major.
it’s gender, sexual orientation, of the problem, we have to first
Nimmers stated what she finds
political party, etc. Based on fight for those who need it the liberating. “As a woman, I find

“Although I do not identify as a
feminist, I believe in feminist ways
and gender equality”

Crippling
concussions
Student athletes react to the movie Concussion

Concussions are common in
the world of sports. Back in 2010
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) conducted a
survey of self-reported concus-

only thing I noticed was how difficult it was to retrieve my short
term memory.
Recently after my second concussion I noticed my memory
fade in and out while I was having conversations with people,

“More studies need to be done to
fully understand the impact of these
harsh brain injuries and try to
discover ways to minimize the effects
as much as possible”
sions. The concluding results differed from 10 to 13 percent with
men receiving more than women.
Over a five year period, PT
in Motion gathered statistical
data found in the NCAA Injury Surveillance Program (ISP).
The findings showed that from
2009-2014, 4.47 per 10 thousand athletes suffered from
sports-related concussions.
Due to the alarming increase
of concussions within the last
decade and the lack of research
on the subject, Jane McManus
a writer for ESPN W shared
that Brandi Chastain, a world
renowned soccer player who’s
scored the game winning goal
for the United States Women’s
National Team back in 1999,
will donate her brain for research
on concussions.
Being a student-athlete I have
experienced two concussions
within the span of one year. Each
concussion exempted me from
practice for two weeks. After receiving my first concussion the

confusion in class and while doing homework. I notice how my
eyes have become more sensitive
to light and I receive more headaches after my injury.
In 2015, Sony Pictures released the movie Concussion
into theatres. In this movie Will
Smith plays a leading role as an
African forensic neuropathologist named Bennet Omalu.
Throughout the movie Dr.
Omalu made the first discovery of the life-altering disease,
a football-related brain trauma,
known as Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy (CTE). With no cooperation from the NFL Omalu is
faced with dangerous odds and
threatened by the most powerful
institutions in the world.
I conducted a survey from collegiate athletes here on campus
based on their thoughts of the
movie Concussion.
“It really opened my eyes to
how a concussion can mess with
a person’s mental state,” said
Kelsey Sherry, a former Califor-

nia State University, Monterey
Bay soccer player. “I was really surprised with the amount of
concussions that occurred, and
still no action was taken by authorities. Even suicide was a side
effect, and still, no precaution.”
The movie hit home for Taylor
Greenwood, sophomore soccer
player. “As an athlete, I knew
concussions posted a threat to
an athlete’s body and brain, but I
never really knew the full effects
that multiple concussions have
on the brain,” said Greenwood.
“The facts given throughout the
movie came as a surprise to me.
They gave me a new perspective
on this common injury.”
After watching the movie
Greenwood said: “more studies
need to be done to fully understand the impact of these harsh
brain injuries and try to discover
ways to minimize the effects as
much as possible.”
Increasing the amount of
protection at every university
throughout the country could
help reduce the amount of head
induced traumas that come with
collegiate sports. The more
proactive collegiate sports programs are, the better chance
we have to decrease the rates
of concussions.
Whether it be headgear for
soccer, lacrosse and rugby or
more padding in helmets for
baseball, softball and football,
there is a change that needs to
be done if the want for reducing the risk of concussions in
sports today.

She goes on to say: “My
mother taught me from day one
to never try to impress anyone
but yourself, which is why I fell
in love with the idea of fashion
and makeup. I saw them as an
art instead of a necessity, and
I think that’s why I consider
them liberating.”
I think there is so much beauty in liberation whether it means
what was previously stated or
being opinionated, feeling safe,

“The fight for equal rights is not over.
There is still so much sexism in our
society aimed at those who identify as a
woman, as well as those who were
biologically female-bodied”
indeed freeing.
“Just being able to go out and
do whatever I want also how I
am able to work and be independent,” said Rebekah Boron-Trotter, freshman Kinesiology major.
“Even before I came out as
trans, one thing that I found liberating is dressing up and wearing makeup (and I still do after
coming out),” said Macedo.

having full expression, trusting
intuition and more.
As complex beings I believe
we are so much more.
It is wonderful to find out a bit
more about what women think
and do strictly for themselves.
And no matter the gender it is
important to take a step back and
think about identity as well as
what liberates you.

The Grouchy Geek:
A battle’s victory is
not the end
of unity

Provided by Aaron Meza

By Seana Saladrigas

many things liberating. The most
liberating to me is being able to
bear a child,” she said.
Having the power to bring life
into this world and finding comfort in one’s own skin is what
makes these women feel free!
A baby can represent a miracle and within the mother can be
complete transformation.
While confidence can represent strength after finally confronting insecurities and that is

By Sean Roney
The teachers have won their
battle, but the war with the California State University (CSU)
system isn’t over yet. The faculty and students at Monterey
Bay were incredibly vocal in this
heated discussion that took up
the better part of our semester.
But each group faces challenges that they will surely need each
other’s help in tackling. We still
have tuition hikes, a lack of pay
raises for faculty, an increase in
part-time lecturers and the insidious threat of distance learning
to fight.
We students are nearly powerless to combat tuition increases
on our own. Together, we stand
a chance of being heard. With the
help of our professors, we can really get some work done. Therefore, as students who fought
alongside our teachers, can we
now continue that alliance to
make sure the students benefit.
After all, teachers benefit from
students who are less financially
stressed, and a more diverse population of pupils that is guaranteed by a lower price of entry.
Next, a point of confusion.
The faculty had a victory in that
they were fighting for five percent, and they ended up with a
staggered ten percent.
This is thrilling for all involved, from professors who will
not need to split their attention
between campuses, to students
who will benefit from more focused professors. But they didn’t

really get a ten percent raised.
They’ve had a freeze since
2008, and took a ten percent cut
in 2009. This means they’re back
at dead even with 2008. Or, if
you’re a math cynic, they’re still
less, since 100 percent minus ten
percent is 90, but 90 percent plus
ten percent of that is 99.
In any event, there’s a long
road ahead for quality compensation for quality teaching! Even
the cynics and problem students
can agree that teachers, not administrators, deserve an actual
pay raise after eight years.
If you’re a student at California State University, Monterey
Bay (CSUMB), you’ve surely
met some of the many fantastic
part-time lecturers. Many of us
even have classes with them,
probably because they’re so

ic, might just be distance learning. It’s something we need to
be incredibly proactive about,
since it’s already infecting our
education system.
Teachers being required to
move content outside the classroom, teachers being required to
ask students to do pointless online activities like iLearn forum
posts that would be far more constructive as in-class discussion,
teachers being encouraged to
offer online exams, and even majority distance learning sessions
such as the upcoming summer
2016 semester, are all evidence
that the CSU wants to move to
online education. Excuse me,
we’re here at CSUMB for a
quality education! If the teachers and students wanted to play
around with low-success online

“If the teachers and students wanted to play around with low-success
online foolery, we’d gladly sit around
and browse YouTube”
numerous. But these teachers
shouldn’t be part-time travellers,
forced to hop between campuses.
They should be full-time, tenured faculty. So why aren’t they?
It’s because the CSU has taken
a cue from Wal Mart and other
soulless corporate monstrosities: It’s more profitable to churn
through swarms of part-time
grunts than to retain loyal, fulltime personnel.
Hopefully the CSU doesn’t
have its eyes set on becoming
Wal Mart, where profit matters
most of all. But they’re certainly leaning in that direction. They
could use a good reminder from
students and teachers alike that
quality educators deserve quality, full-time employment.
Of all the problems festering
in our system, the least noticed,
and probably most problemat-

foolery, we’d gladly sit around
and browse YouTube, Linda and
Udemy all day.
Can we resist? Can we make
right what has gone, or is going,
wrong? Together, yes!
We, especially the faculty and
students of CSUMB, can do this!
Even though we’re one of the tiniest of the CSU’s 23 campuses,
we were among the loudest. Word
has it that the ferocity of protests
and planning, both online and in
person, were part of what had
the CSU administration shaking in their overpriced boots. It
might be credited to hearsay, but
that’s the very dough of which
opinion pieces are baked from!
And if words can win this fight,
let us continue to use them for
the benefit of all, professor and
student alike!
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Distraction that kills
Put your cell phone down, it’s Distracted Driving Awareness Month

What activities do you look
forward to when the weather
warms up, and why?

Provided by Google Commons

“I’m looking forward

to going to Red
Robin with my homie
LaMarcus, but Tyler
and Jake aren’t
invited!”

Jew Robbert
Kinesiology, Senior

“I like going to the

ocean and surfing. I
like it in any weather,
especially when it’s
warm. I like relaxing
outside, and reading
outside.”

Jonah Silva

Mechanical Engineering, MPC Sophomore

“I just think of like,

Ashlee Barnes

margaritas. I can
see it now, in my
house, enjoying
the heat, but
comfortable in my
own environment. I
have a nice patio, so
I can still enjoy the
warm weather from
the comfort of my
home.”

Psychology, Senior

“Going to the beach,
because it’s sunny
and warm, or just be
out in general. The
water is still too cold,
though.”

Lewis Rashe
Business Administration, Senior

“I would say going to

Lesley Garner
National Student Exchange, Nashville
Tennessee, Senior

the beach, because
I live in a landlocked
state. That’s a treat,
that’s a privilege to
be able to do. In
Tennessee, you don’t
get to do that. The
nearest beaches we
have are Florida.”

By Adrian Valdez

“It only takes a few seconds,”
recalls Vivianne Moreau, freshman at UC Davis, about the
moment she got distracted just
before her car accident. Then her
life changed for ever.
“A few seconds to either look
at your phone, or just wait to

reach your destination. As I lay
in the hospital bed to my recollection, of only moments after looking at my phone, I was
both appreciative and in regret.
I regret the decision I made, because it could have been easily,
so easily avoidable. Yet grateful
for how lucky I am to be able to
breathe and walk another day.
Don’t change your bad habits
when you finally receive the re-

percussions, change it before that
flower wilts,” said Moreau.
It is estimated that more than
330,000 crashes a year are due
to phone related occurrences,
according to the National Safety Council. Before you start to
drive, make sure your phone is
on silent and leave it be.
In Monterey County, and specifically Marina, police are taking full advantage of Distracted

Driving Awareness Month to
crack down on anyone caught
using their cellphones without a
hands-free device.
“It’s bad enough you have other distractions. Kids in the car,
the radio, just daily things around
you, and then you add your cellphone in there, and it really
takes your concentration off the
road,” said Marina police Sgt.
Eddie Anderson.
One out of every four car accidents in the United States is
caused by texting and driving,
and about 11 teens and young
adults die every day as a result of
texting while driving, according
to the National Safety Council.
Next time you have the urge
to answer a text while driving, you might want to think
twice. From the beginning of
April and just a few weeks before as well, hundreds of tickets
have already been handed out
to CSUMB students and young
adults living in the area. However, a ticket is a small price to pay
for potentially saving you from
something worse.

Switching to
solar is on
the rise
Solar energizes potential to
charge into the future
By Charlemagne Tertulien
Solar power is more than a
trend. Just a few days ago on
April 22, the first solar-powered
plane landed in California and
solar panels policies and tax
breaks were adopted by multiple
municipalitites and organizations
in the state.
California State University,
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) is not
the exception. The campus has
included solar trailers and parking spots for electric cars, while
neighboring communities move
forward with solar technology.
CSUMB has approximately
3,900 solar panels in 6.4 acres of
land. Recently, President Ochoa
installed solar roof panels on the
University House. Following the
example, Dan Fernandez, professor or Enviromental Science,
installed solar panels on his East
Campus home.

“Solar panels don’t just lessen
pollution and alleviate damage,
but can also be put on anyone’s
home, and help reduce both
social and energy impacts,”
said Sustainability Director
Lacey Raak.
In 2014, California’s utility
scale solar production was greater than all other states combined,
according to U.S. Energy Information Administration.
Solar’s first practical use
was by Bell Laboratories in the
middle of 1955. However, a total replacement fossil fuels has
remained a fleeting dream for
many people, not yet a reality.
One organization that has been
pushing for the integration of solar is First Solar (FS), founded
in 1999. FS conveys a promise
of fixed pricing while also keeping down the emission of car-

Provided by CSUMB

bon dioxide and pollutants into
the atmosphere.
“In just over a decade, solar
energy has evolved from being
relegated to highly specialized
applications that justified the
high cost,” said First Solar CEO
Jim Hughes, “to increasingly
capturing a large share of the total power generation market on
the strength of economics alone.”
Hughes explained that what
was once justifiably more expensive for the sake of beneficial
health, has now become much
more accessible and affordable.
This is due to careful investment
and technology advancement,
which in turn, has increased
ts demand.
In order to keep this flow
steady, FS has made another investment in the form of a large-

scale solar power plant called the
California Flats Solar Project,
which began a recruitment process of 300 construction jobs in
King City last December.
The plant is currently under
construction in the grasslands
along the border of Monterey,
San Luis Obispo, Kern and
King counties.
FS states that the project’s
cells will produce 280 megawatts, which could potentially
power 100,000 homes every year
and displace 109,000 metric tons
of carbon dioxide. Which is the
pollution equivalent of 22,000
cars removed from the road.
Whether or not solar will be
the go-to energy of the future it
has yet to be seen, but nevertheless, its progression should be
given close attention.

Certifying teachers
of South Monterey County
By Emily Bautista
The College of Education
is a driving force behind an effort to bring the teacher credential to South Monterey County.
Given the issue of the teacher
shortage in the nation and California, this plan is hoping to
bring more teachers to Monterey
County’s schools.
There is a strong need for
competency in special education,
mathematics, science and bilingual teachers.
The Commission on Teacher Credentialing has issued
15,000 credentials, while the
California Department of Education is in need to hire 22,000
teachers in California.
In Monterey County alone,
at the start of this last academic year, 2015-16, there were
70 teaching positions that had
opened up. Although some of the
positions were filled, by the end
of the Fall semester there were
70 classrooms still without a fully certified teacher.
“The looming teacher shortage coupled with my commit-
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ment to remove barriers for
anyone who wants to pursue a
higher education, led me to conclude that something needed to

is currently collaborating with
Hartnell College to offer a 2+2+2
program in King City, in which
students will earn a B.A. in Lib-

“By the end of fall semester there
were 70 classrooms still without a fully
certified teacher”
be done to bring the university to
South Monterey County,” Dean
of College of Education, Jose
Alvarado said.
The College of Education

eral Studies.
This would mean the first two
years one would study the lower division coursework in Elementary Education, then go on

for two years in upper division
coursework in Liberal Studies.
The Multiple Subjects Credential
program will only be offered on
the California State University,
Monterey Bay campus.
With an additional two years
students will complete the multiple subjects teaching credential
program. The goal is for students
to be fully admitted to both institutions as they start the first year
of the program.
The 2+2+2 program admits
students in cohorts and then they
will move through the program
as a group.
Hartnell College is currently
recruiting for the first cohort for
fall 2016. The program is open
for anyone that has a high school
diploma who want to improve
education and become an Elementary school teacher, according to Dean Alvarado.
This initiative is a collaborative effort to support the the
Monterey region in growing its
own teachers and tap into the existing local talent pool to overall
better the Monterey community.
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Protest student harassment
CSUMB students respond to anti-abortionists actvitists

Christopher Siders/Otter Realm
By Christopher -JamesJustice Siders
Students participating in the
Earth Day activitites on the campus Main Quad last week, stood
in shock at the extremely graphic
anti-abortion banners and sensationalists messages posted by a
few men anti-choice activists.
The anti-choice activists approrached females students and
questioned on their right to have
an abortion.
As a student walked by on

April 20, around noon, one of
the men offered her a pamphlet
with information, as she respectfully declined, they proceeded to
yell at her.
After this occurred, students
called for an impromptu counter protest exercising their first
amendment right to free speech.
“What we got here is a plan
straight symbol of harassment
against our students and, I’m
frankly just not okay with it.
In general, this is not a political decision at this point, this is

just the reality of our students
being harassed,” said President
of LGBT and Allied Advocates,
Alex Jensen.
“We are against it, and that’s
why we are out here. We are not
here to say you can’t politically
demonstrate, but we are here to
say you are not allowed to harass
our students,” Jensen said.
Students organized a non-violent protest a few feet from
the anti-choice activists table.
They wanted to demonstate
support to students and offer

scientific information
about
reproductive rights.
Students from various social
justice clubs such as LGBT and
Allied Advocates, Pride, Empower showed up to protest.
“Everyone has a right to their
beliefs, everyone has a right to
discuss their beliefs, however,
that entitles us our right to counter protest. We do not believe
that these images are representative of what abortion means.
They are using fear tactics and
blatant lies. We are not going to
stand for that. We want the people to have the right to choose,”
Empower club president, Tyler
Reyes expressed.
Students walking by expressed rejection of the horrifying images presented. Andthe
ones proptesting wpuld chant,
“Stop Student Harassment!” and
passed out condoms and information regarding sexual assault
and abortion.

As the protest continued, another student walked by and was
triggered by the graphic images
of aborted fetus. Stating that seeing those images are a constant
reminder of the pain some wom-

CSUMB offers alternatives that rethink traditional ideas of therapy

Christiane Dettinger

By Hailey Kemp
The university’s Personal
Growth and Counseling Center
(PGCC) offers a variety of counseling and mental health support
for enrolled students, from personal sessions to group meetings.
PGCC’s mental health and
personal wellness program is
unique, however, in that integrative methods are practiced.
Meaning that their scope of
counseling and prevention arcs
across students lives academically, personally, socially, spiritually and physically.
Yoga, Art and Meditation

(YAM) is one of the integrative
therapies available for students,
held every Wednesday from 3:30
to 5 p.m. inside of the PGCC.
During these meetings, which
begin with a short meditation
session, students practice 30 to
45 minutes of relaxing Asana
yoga after creating and sharing
art projects that are healing-oriented and focused on the idea
of “release.”
One of the projects was centered around a tree metaphor,
where participants started at their
roots--their past, fears, regrets-worked up the trunk through
their present emotions, and fin-

utor to anxiety and depression,
which are the two most prevalent
mental health issues concerning
students, according to an external review done by Jeffrey P.
Prince, Ph.D.
In a study Dettinger conducted
on students, who otherwise did
not practice any forms of therapy, after the implementation of
the YAM program there was a
35 percent decrease in anxiety
symptoms and a 40 percent decrease in the severity of depression symptoms.
Dettinger believes the YAM
program presents itself as a lower barrier for students who otherwise find traditional forms of
therapy intimidating and can be
turned off by the stigma attached
to mental health services.
“Like meditation, yoga helps
clear my thoughts, and leaves
me feeling lighter with less of
a load to bear mentally,” said
one participant.
Another YAM participant added, “I can focus better on school
with my mind and heart at ease.”
Mental health should always
be a priority, but with finals
coming up, it should be noted
that walk-ins are always welcomed at the Yoga, Art and
Meditation sessions.

triggered by the images.
“As a female student here
on campus, seeing these images is very triggering. They are
very powerful images that depict wrongful imagery of what

Provided by Ritz Pengosro

Otter
Ebert’s
Netflix
Summer
Preview

For questions or information, visit the Personal Growth
and Counseling website, at
https://csumb.edu/pgcc.

BB Moogy/Otter Realm
By Ryan Sigala

The end of the semester is almost here, which means summer
is coming. Netflix will deliver a
summer jammed-packed with
entertaining series.
Summer preview picks:

YAM participants create art pieces that reflect their emotional journey, starting with their
roots and working their way up.

true and safe abortion is about.
I stand with women everywhere,
with their choice. Regardless of
what their history is, regardless
what they choose to do with their
bodies. It is their absolute right,”
Secretary of LGBT and Allied
Advocates, Ritz Pengosro said.
Around 2 p.m., the anti-abortionists left without a sound of
aggressive resistance escaping their mouths. The students
cheered in victory. This impromptu protest offered a feeling
of empowerment. One of them
commented that it was positive
seeong the community come together, standing against a threat
to student safety.

“They are using fear tactics and
blatant lies”

Find Your Healthy Roots
ished the leaves and foliage as
their hopes, dreams, and future
aspirations. These projects are a
prompt for contemplative practices, where students work at
identifying their emotions in
working towards self-awareness.
“The more aware we are, the
more able we are to help ourselves,” said Chistiane Dettinger,
the creator and facilitator of the
YAM group.
Dettinger, one of CSUMB’s
clinical social workers and also
a licensed yoga instructor, developed the YAM group at the
request of students after a Visual & Public Art presentation she
had conducted. The program has
evolved since it began in 2008,
and overall has proved to be a
successful component of the PGCC’s commitment to integrative
health services.
The therapeutic value of combining yoga, art, and meditation
is in how it addresses the interlinked qualities of mental health
by involving the mind and body.
In an intimate and confidential
group setting, students are able to
unwind and destress physically,
with the gentle stretching of basic yoga training, as well as practice reflection and mental release
through creative outlets.
The goal is to: “help people to
become calmer, but also, what is
more important: to be able to observe ourselves without judging
ourselves,” said Dettinger. She
described negative self-talk, our
internal dialogue, as a contrib-

en go through when it comes to
having an abortion.
“I don’t identify as female,
but I do have a uterus. As well
as having many health issues
that may possibly prevent me
from having children, I believe
I should have the right to get
an abortion to possibly save my
life,” said former director of
MENding Monologues 2016,
AJ Macedo.
The CSUMB campus has a
history of unwanted visitors.
The anti-abortionists reportedly
have been appearing on campus
once a year for the past several years, according to campus
community members.
Title IX Coordinator Wendy Smith, Confidential Campus
Advocate Elizabeth Cota, and
Health Education Assistant for
the campus health center, Sarah
diGraza were present at the protest to provide service and support for students that may feel

Orange Is the New Black:
The women of Litchfield prison are back for season four,
set to start streaming June 17.
Piper Chapman (Taylor Schilling), is sentenced to 15 months
for drug smuggling with her
former girlfriend Alex Vause
(Laura Prepon).
The series follows prison life
of Piper and other prisoners, and
throughout the series showcases
each woman’s story on how they
got sentenced. This series is a
great comedy and even has a cult
following. Check out all three
Hailey Kemp/Otter Realm seasons (now streaming) before

the fourth season starts.
Stranger Things: Netflix will
debut its new original series on
July 15. Set in 1980’s indiana,
the series follows a mother,
whose son disappears. In order
to get her son back, the mother
must confront dark forces in order to save her son.
This series will be 8 episodes,
with a run time of 1 hour. Winona
Ryder, David Harbour, and Finn
Wolfhard will star in the show.
The Get Down: Set to start
streaming August 12, the series
will follow a group of teenagers
living in South Bronx, New York
City 1970s as the origins of hiphop transforms their lives.
The series is set to star Jaden
Smith and “Dope” star Shameik
Moore. The first season will include six episodes, with an hour
in length.
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Disc Golf hit the sweet spot
Women’s Disc Golf team repeats another
National Title, while men finish strong
By Justin Uemura

For the second year in a row,
the Women’s Disc Golf team
took home a national title at
the National Disc Golf Championship (NDGC) in Augusta,
South Carolina.
“We are the second women’s
team in the last 10 years since the
National Collegiate Disc Golf
Championship started, to win
back to back titles,” said team
member Jennifer Schopfer.
In addition to the title, Mikaela
Bogdan finished third in the nation, earning her an All American Disc Golf Champion award
while Bayli Miller, Traci Alger,
and Bogdan finished top eight at
the tournament.
California State University,
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) Men’s
Disc Golf team placed 26 out of
51, competing against universities like Ferris State, Texas Tech,
Oregon State, and Clemson.
The first round of the tournament CSUMB played the Uni-

versity of North Texas (UNT).
The girls felt that they were playing a casual round of golf with
friends, but things changed when
Monterey competed against
UNT for the whole tournament.
“Ok we need to get a little
more serious about these rounds
so we don’t fall too far behind,”
said Schopfer, when the women
fell behind seven strokes to the
University of North Texas.
In the individual rounds, Bogdan finished in 3rd with a score
of +12, Alger in 6th with a score
of +20, Miller in 8th with a score
of +26 and Schopfer in 13th with
a score of +31.
In the team results the women ended with a +46 beating the
University of North Texas by 36
strokes and Liberty University
by 46 strokes.
“We battled hard all week long
but kept our positive attitudes,”
said Schopfer. Now with two national titles in hand, the women’s
disc golf team is set on a third
national women’s title next year
mentions Schopfer.

eft to right Bayli Miller, Jenn Schopfer, Coach Merle Witvoet, Traci Alger, and Mikaela Bogdan holding their disc
as well as the National Championship trophy at the Hippodrome in North Augusta

MPC baseball in a pickle
Lobos Baseball en route for playoffs

Otters shoot for
NCAA regionals

Samantha Luna/Otter Realm
By Samantha Luna

Provided by Callum Carlstrom

game,” said Callum Carlstrom, gold. “It’s my last year of colfreshman on the Men’s Golf legiate sports, and I hope to
California State University, Team. He comes from Sweden finish with a National Title.”
Monterey Bay, Men’s Golf Team and was inspired by his father to
In the off-season is where
is hoping to end strong by May. play golf.
the boys spend a lot of their
The boys had a good run
“My adjustment to the stu- time getting better. “I prepare
fall 2015, earning bronze titles, finishing third in multiple
“It’s my last year of collegiate sports, and
categories and even placing
I hope to finish with a National Title”
Top 5 in the Division (D) II
National Championship.
In September the Otters fin- dent-athlete life has been easier with tournaments back home
ished close to 300 in scores and than I thought, because all my in Sweden,” said Martin Westpar -5, in the DII National Pre- roommates are foreign as well,” erlund of Stockholm.
view. Now, they hope to come said Carlstrom.
In Stockholm the athletic
out even stronger.
As for senior Anton Rosen, an system is different compared
May 2 to 4, the Otters face international from Stockholm, to America. The internationthe NCAA West Regionals. The Sweden he hopes to aim high. al players appreciate how one
expectations are high, but the “This season has had its ups and can combine school and sports
Men’s Golf Team is ready.
its downs. I believe it’s going to in America.
“We’re a strong team. I’m get better as we’re getting closer
hoping to learn from the older to post-season,” said Rosen.
guys, so I can develop a stronger
Rosen is trying to grab the
By Samantha Luna

give us a chance,” Thorpe said.
As for Janson Neff, he makes
every moment something to look
forward to. He’s very patient with
his teammates and during the
games. “Slowing down the game
when things start getting bad, is a
big part of the game” said Sophomore Neff. “Our whole season
and team is unforgettable to me
and I only hope future teams hear
about us; and what it takes to be
a family”.
The MPC baseball team hopes
“We need our leaders to step up in this last to give people something to remember next year. “Yes I expect
stretch of games to give us a chance”
to make the playoffs, we are
did not diminish their commit- Sophomores want it all, but ac- good” said Coach Phillips. If the
ment. “We have found a way tions speak louder than words. Lobos continue to play hard, they
to gel and push through the ad- “We need our leaders to step up will be in the playoffs May 3.
versity,” said Dylan Thorpe, in this last stretch of games to
Monterey Peninsula College
(MPC) Men’s Baseball Team
is 7-6 in conference and 16-14
overall. The season was a rollercoaster ride with its wins and
loses, but the boys aren’t finished yet. The Lobos had trouble
throughout the season trying to
find what glues them together.
Lobos lost a handful of starters last year leaving a team of
mainly sophomores, but that

sophomore pitcher.
“The playoffs are in the picture, we are a good team,” said
MPC Coach Phillips. Currently
the Lobos are in 4th place, which
makes their chances of playoffs
slim. They were 14-22 overall,
making their statistics better this
year than previously.
“They accept their roles on
the team and seem to really pull
for one another,” said Phillips.
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Otter’s continue to charge to
the championships

All Baseball photos Provided by Aaron Meza

By Thomas Dougherty
As the Otters entered the
month of April they carried a
record of 21 wins and 6 losses.
With matchups against Cal Poly
Pomona, Sonoma State, and UC
San Diego the stretch run to the
playoffs didn’t look easy.
The Otters began on the road
with a trip to Pomona to battle
the Broncos. After being swept
in the the Saturday double header, the Otters came out on Sunday seeking vengeance.
They did just that, with a thunderous 23-6 victory, lead by first
baseman Kevin Davidson who
tallied five hits and eight runs
batted in. The top of the Otters
order was extremely effective,
as table setters Will Rosado and
Brain Bostjancic crossed home
five times each.
The next item on the laundry
list would be hosting the California State San Bernardino
Coyotes for a weekend series in
Seaside. Saturdays double header ended with the Otters able to a
split the double header.
California State University,
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) took
game one by the score of 4-1.
Lead by excellent starting pitching from Gabe Katich (7IP 0 ER
1 H 4BB 7K) and a big three-run
home run by right fielder Justin
Flores, who knocked in all four
Otter runs in the ball game.
San Bernardino would get the
best of the Otters in game two,
setting up a rubber match on
Sunday, a matchup later cancelled due to rain.
CSUMB travelled to Rohnert
Park on a rare Monday game
day to battle the Sea Wolves of

Sonoma State in a double header. The Otters were able to sweep
the two games in two very low
scoring well pitched affairs.
Game one starter, Jared Koenig, went eight strong innings
while striking out 10 batters en
route to the 2-1 victory.
Game two featured a group
pitching effort as five CSUMB
pitchers combined to allow
one run while striking out nine
Sea Wolves.
Outfielder Will Rosado’s 7th
inning homer gave the Otters
a two run lead and they never
looked back in the 3-1 win.
The next weekend, beginning
April 16, the Otters were headed
down south once again to face
off against California State Los
Angeles in a three game series.
Saturday, as usual, featured a
double header. The Otters caught
the short end both times as they
were swept in the double dip.
Sunday offered vengeance as
CSUMB looked to bounce back
after two tough one run losses.
They did just that with an offensive show like none other.
The Otters blasted two home
runs, one off the bat of Kevin
Davidson, the other hit by catcher Hayden Duer. CSUMB also
hit seven doubles in route to the
18-9 victory.
When asked about keys to this
season CSUMB catcher Duer
said: “our focus has been key, if
we focus on defense, focus when
we're at bat, and focus when
we are making a pitch, we are
at our best.”
It has been that focus that
has driven this team. They are
hungry for more success. Many
of the players were here for the

championship two years ago and
they can taste the splendor that
comes with a conference title.
However, there is work
to be done.
The Otters took another weekday trip to Sonoma where the
outcome would be different than
before. The Sea Wolves took
both games from CSUMB as
both vie for position in the California Collegiate Athletic Association (CCAA) North Division.
In their penultimate series at
home, the Otters would welcome the UC San Diego Tritons
to Seaside for a three game set.
The Otters swept the Saturday
double header by the scores of
4-3 and 8-2.
In game one the Otters came
from behind with the big blow
being a Hayden Duer game, tying two-run home run in the
fourth inning. Game two wasn’t
as dramatic as the Otters jumped
to a quick 5-0 lead in the first inning to never give it back.
The two wins put CSUMB in
a tie with Chico State atop the
CCAA North Division standings,
creating quite a push to end of
the season.
However, the Sunday finale
wouldn’t be as planned as the Otters fell to the Tritons.
The Otters still hold good position going into the final stretch
of games, when asked about
pressure leading to playoffs,
Duer said, “We are preparing for
playoffs by taking it one game at
a time. Everyday is opening day
for us, we come out with a lot of
fire because we know that if we
don't take care of business, our
season will be over.”

sports
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Dom Kennedy
comes to CSUMB
Students share their thoughts on the upcoming
Dom Kennedy concert.

to

Step by
step guide on
registering
to vote in
the state
of California.

vote!

By Fady Ellaham

Provided by Google Commons

By Jacqueline Mendez
Rapper Dom Kennedy, known
for hits such as “O.P.M.” and
“2 Bad,” will perform a concert
with Sebastian Mikael at California State University, Monterey
Bay (CSUMB). The concert is
May 6 in the University Center
Ballroom. Doors open at 8:30
p.m. and the performance begins
at 9:15 p.m.
Students every semester line
up in anticipation for the concert event. “Last year I waited
over an hour for Sage the Gemini concert just so I can get a
spot in the front. I plan on doing
the same with the Dom Kennedy concert. I already bought my
ticket. I am really excited,” said
sophomore Psychology major
Fattima Momini.
There are high expectations
for the Dom Kennedy concert
because the previous concerts

have been very popular and favored highly by the students.
“I’m excited to go to Dom
Kennedy because it’s super
cheap and the past shows of Iamsu and Sage the Gemini were
pretty fun,” said junior Kinesiology major Ryan Torres. CSUMB
offers these low ticket prices,
which gives students an opportunity to afford an event such as
this one.

this one, there is limited space
inside the venue. The concert is
exclusively for CSUMB students
to keep it under the maximum capacity. Since it is an on-campus
event, smoking and alcohol is
strictly prohibited and there will
be security on site.
Students are required to bring
both their ticket and school ID to
the concert, or they will not be
allowed to enter.

“I’m excited to go to Dom Kennedy because it’s
super cheap and the past shows of Iamsu and
Sage the Gemini were pretty fun”
The ticket prices gradually go
up as the concert date gets closer.
The ticket prices from April 1 to
21 is $5, April 22 to 30 is $10,
and May 1 to 6 is $15, which can
be bought at the Student Center.
With popular events such as

The Dom Kennedy concert is
being presented by CSUMB Associated Students (AS) and the
Otter Student Union (OSU). To
find out more information, go to
the AS office located in the Student Center.

Facebook and Twitter are
blowing up with students advocating whom they support in the
upcoming election. However,
tweeting and updating social media is not enough. To vote for the
primaries in the state of California, you need to register to vote
by May 23.
Around
campus,
mainly
around the Student Center, you
can find people with applications
to register. You can fill out the
form and mail it in to register
yourself. However, registering
online might be simpler.
To register online, visit:
registertovote.ca.gov
Registering to vote online can
be done on a smartphone device, tablet, or a computer. The
first thing you see when you
go to the website is a language
choice. If English is the language
of your choice, you just click
on continue.
Once you’ve chosen your language, the next step is checking your eligibility. In order to
be eligible to vote in the state
of California, you need to be
a California resident, and be
the age of eighteen by the next
election. Once you’ve stated
both these things, you’ll move

For Clinton or Sanders, choose
either “Democratic” or “No
Political Preference.”
For Trump or Cruz, choose
either “Republican” or “No
Political Preference.”
Do not choose “American Independent” if you wish to vote
for any of these candidates. This
is a political party, and does not
mean that you are an “independent voter.” You will not be eligible to vote for a democratic or
republican candidate.
The steps after are just personal preference. This includes
whether you prefer to have
your ballot mailed, or if you’d
like to go into a designated
voting location.
Another option is if you want
to work the day of the election,
or not. You pick your preferences, verify the information, and
submit your registration. You can
then choose if you’d like to print
your confirmation or email it to
you. Either way, it’s recommended to have some sort of confirmation just in case there is an
issue at the voting booth. Then
you’re all set, and ready to vote
on June 7.
For more information on the
leading candidates platforms
and where they stand, visit
ontheissues.org.

onto the next step, which is p
ersonal information.
Personal information should
be simple and self-explanatory.
This includes name, email, phone
number, date of birth, place of
birth, California driver’s license,
social security number, ethnicity,
and address.
The only part that might be
tricky is that if your home and
mailing address is different,
make sure you check the box
that indicates they are different
and fill in both addresses. If you
were previously registered to
vote, check that box and fill in
the same information for your
previous registration.
At this point, you’ll get to the
crucial part, choosing your political party. This is important
because if you choose a political
preference, you’ll only be able to
vote for specific candidates.
Choosing no political preference is an option, and that’ll play
it safe, in case you change your
mind on which candidate you
want to vote for.
Included below are the options you can choose for the
two most popular democratic candidates, Hillary Clinton
and Bernie Sanders, and the
two most popular Republican candidates, Donald Trump
and Ted Cruz.

WHATYOUOTTER DOING
BE

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday
28

Summer@CSUMB
Summer Party
Noon to 5 p.m.
Main Quad
Swim Team Club
Practice
6 to 7:30 p.m.
CSUMB Pool
1

2

3

4

Pizza With the PresiCare Team
dent #2
9 to 9:50 a.m.
Noon
to 1 p.m.
Student Center Con“Archaeology on the ference Room 113
Student Center Edge of Empire”
West Lounge
6 to 8:30 p.m.
Veterans Treatment
Work in Watershed
Student Center Dance Team Open
Court Mentor MeetInstitute Nursery
West Lounge
Practice
ing
10:30 a.m. to 12:30
8 to 9:50 p.m.
2 to 4 p.m.
p.m.
Mountain
Hall Suite
Library- Room 1170
Watershed Institute
F - Dance Studio

8

Point Lobos Hike
9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Off Campus Location

9

10
SADE Meeting
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Finals Relief Opportunity Drawing
Heron Hall - Room
Tuesday,
May 10,
120
2016, 12 – 2pm
PAS-Strike/Outreach Affinity Grad: Stu- Main Quad in front
8 to 9:30 p.m.
dents w/ Disabilities of Student Center
World Theater
Monday, May 9,
Eggs After Dark
2016, 6 – 8pm
Tuesday, May 10,
University Center
2016,
9pm – 12am
- Living Room/FireDining Commons
place Room

11

5

PAS - Mariachi
Reyna
7:30 to 10 p.m.
World Theater
Thursday Night
Anime
8 to 10:30 p.m.
Student Center Conference Room
120

12

Otter Realm Awards
Wednesday, May 11,
2016, 3 – 5pm
University Center
Left Conference
Room - 114,Univer- New Otter Realm!!!
sity Center Middle
Conference Room 115,University Center Right Conference
Room - 116

Friday

Saturday

29

30

6

7

Workplace Walk-Off
BikeSAFE
Challenge Awards
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Noon to 1 p.m.
Parking Lot 903
Alumni & Visitor’s
Center - Boardroom MAFFY Guest Artist
1,Alumni
Day
12:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Tea Ceremony
Cinematic Arts and
2 to 6 p.m.
Technology
Student Center West Lounge

Crystal Medicine
PAS-Strike/Outreach
Singing Bowls
8 a.m. to 9 p.m.
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
World Theater
Mountain Hall Suite
F - Dance Studio
Open Mic Night
7 to 9:30 p.m.
Mariachi Reyna De
Student Center Los Angeles
East Lounge
8 to 11 p.m.
World Theater
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Caption Contest

Provided by Bri Bri “The Godfather” Macdaddy

Each issue, the Otter Realm will
feature a photo that needs a
caption. Send your caption to us,
and we will post the winner at
otterrealm.com.
Any CSUMB student and resident of
Monterey County may enter their
captions. Good luck!

Send your submissions to
otterrealm@csumb.edu

fun & games 11

SUDOKU

Campus

Clubbin

12

otterrealm.com

Thursday, April 28, 2016

through

By Jamara Bernard

campus

California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) is
home to wide range of clubs that sort of fly under student’s radar. There is a club for virtually every type of student from the gamer, to the foodie and for the athlete.

Can’t stop, won’t stop
playing video games
The League of Smashers is
a club for gamers dedicated
to relaxation in an interactive
way. A group of students gather once a week to play Super
Smash Brothers.
The club is open to anyone no
prior experience necessary, “people of all difficulty levels,” said
Joy Ryan referring to gaming
skills. But to make things a bit
interesting there are tournaments
within the club, which grants
members to compete while
having fun.
A typical meeting has about 15
students on average. The way it
works is that eight players would
be on the console and then four
will constantly rotate out. Waiting isn’t an issue because it is
encouraged to bring televisions
and other gaming gadgets so that

The League of Smashers playing an eight-player match on Super Smash Bros. Wii U.

the group makes the most out of
their time.
“As college students, we all
have busy schedules where we
have deadlines to meet and places to be. With our club, we’re
able to put all that to the side
and just play a game,” said Malcolm Tunnel, sophomore Marine
Science major. “Plus because
there’s no real commitment
to membership.”
The ultimate goal of the club
is to compete in tournaments
against other colleges, Santa
Cruz being one. But due to budget, a campus wide tournament is
in their future.
Club meetings are Fridays 6 to
8 p.m. in Heron Hall rm160
For
more
info
email
Joryan@csumb.edu.

Jamara Bernard/Otter Realm

Let the birdie fly
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The CSUMB Badminton Club
was created Fall 2015 by Kim
Eleazar, club president. Badminton is a sport that involves
rackets and the “birdie” is played
back and forth across the net in
an indoor setting.
There was great interest
from students during the Otter Showcase. People signed
up quickly, but signing up and
actively participating are two
different things.
As an ongoing club there has
been many hardships as far as exposure and finding the proper location for practices. Much of the
pressures are being placed on the
club president as far as organizing, paying out of pocket for ma-

terials, building badminton poles
and attending all icc meetings.
“I don’t care if I get reimbursed, I just want to have badminton,” said Kim Eleazar. Since
nearly all of the gear for badminton belongs to her prior to
starting the club.
The main priority is finding a
decent location that is fitting to
play in with little to no cost for
students. For a while the club
played at local high schools,
because on campus there is
lack of space.
Majority of the news regarding
the club spreads through word of
mouth, at some point they will
have a facebook page and other
forms of social media to reach a

broader audience. “I want more
people to know about badminton,” said Eleazar.
One event that is in the works
is a tournament at UC Davis,
open to everyone and each member pays $18 to participate. This
grants members of the club to
gain experience and get a feel of
how a tournament works.
Despite the issues and setbacks, Eleazar is very optimistic about the future of the
club. For more details about
the club contact Kim Eleazar
(kieleazar@csumb.edu).

Vegans come out of the closet
The Vegan Club is a new club
on campus. Felicia Reynolds,
club president, started the club
in hopes of finding others vegan
students to counter the scarcity
of vegan options on campus.
Each meeting varies in activities. Sometimes the members
watch informative documentaries, discuss veganism or struggles they encounter, and learn
how to go vegan. It is a safe
space to ask questions, share
recipes, and gain support in this
possible lifestyle change.
“It is open to anyone who
wants to learn about a sustainable lifestyle,” said Reynolds.
The goal of the club is to
create a community, educate
and inform others about a life-

style choice. Ultimately, to
serve as a resource for any and
everyone interested.
Plans for the future include
a website, newsletter, possible
partnerships, and a blog. Since
the club is new there are a lot of
ideas that need to be brought to
the forefront.
One of the events to look
forward to is the vegan dinner
party. Club meetings are Fridays 2 to 3 p.m. at the Garden,
however time and location are
subject to change.
For more details contact
Felicia
Reynolds
(freynolds@csumb.edu).
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