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Mojola Osifeso (left) and other students march across CSUMB in a silent protest against racial profiling.
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AN OUNCEMENTS:

“Bag It” Film
3/22 - 5:30p.m. - 7:30D.m.
Citizens for Sustainable Marina is teaming up with the Monterey Bay
Aquarium Student Oceanography Club at the Marina Public Library
to put on an exciting event. The event will include a chance to meet
the Oceanography Club, the Bag Monster, view the club’s short film,
watch the film “Bag It” and enjoy some light refreshments. It is re
quested that guests bring their own reusable cup and cloth napkin.

Editor’s Column
Keeping Up With the Curve

Rotaract Club Hosts Zumbathon
3/29 - 10a. m - 12p.m.
The CSUMB Rotaract Club is hosting a Zumbathon to benefit the
American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life Saturday, March 29 at Water
City Skate in Marina. Relay for Life is a time to “celebrate, remember
and fight back” against cancer. CSUMB Rotaract is a campus orga
nization dedicated to community service and affiliated with Rotary
International. Zumbathon participants are asked to make a $10 min
imum donation, however, CSUMB Rotaract will accept any donation
amount, large or small, and will pool it with other donations. All pro
ceeds will go to the American Cancer Society.

Inclusive Diversity: How
to Ensure Disability Access
3/27 - 6:30p.m. - 8:30p.m.
An educational and interactive workshop creating an opportunity to
increase awareness of cultural competencies regarding people with
visible and/or non- visible disabilities. The learning outcomes aim
to increase participant knowledge of disability culture through pre
senters’ stories, awareness of barriers, and practical knowledge of
methods to create public events or activities accessible to people with
physical, learning, and/or psychological disabilities. The event will
be located in the University Center Ballroom. A Sign Language inter
pretation will be provided.

Safe Talk
3/28 - 12p.m. - 2p.m.
Safe Talk will be a follow up event to Slut Walk held in the Otter Cross
Cultural Center in the Student Center. This event provides an oppor
tunity for students to have a more comfortable and close capacity to
express their feelings about the issues on rape and sexual assault.
This will be a very personal, emotional, and confidential space re
specting all survivors of the issue.

Erin Hawkins, Editor-In-Chief
EHAWKINSwCSUMB.EDU

Two weeks ago 1 had the privilege
of attending the National College
Journalism Convention in San l)i
ego, Calif, representing Cal Slate
University Monterey Bay (('SUM B)
and The Otter Krahn.
The convention was more1 than
just a bunch of journalism nerds
coming together and sharing
content. Il was an empowering op
portunity where students gained
the tools for being competitive in
modern markets.
Speakers encouraged students
Io become their own entrvpre
ncur, ask questions, be your own
brand, knowing where to find in
formation, keep the foundations
of integrity, embrace the changing
tides of technology, and finding
your own niche.
These themes resonate beyond
the journalism realm. College stu
dents must stay ahead of the curve,
and the only way to get there is to
create your own opportunities,
With
23
undergraduate
programs and seven graduate pro
grams, students have the chance

to create their own paths to a fu
ture, use the knowledge gained
throughout their college experi
ence. and continue to learn.
In an online article published
in Forbes, “h’arn, Unlearn, and
relearn: How to Stay Current
and Get Ahead.” author Margie
Warrell stresses the importance
of maintaining our abilities to
learn because it allows us to keep
up with the rale of change in the
work we do.
In her article. Warrell believes
in order Io be successful today
one must, “be in a constant state
of adaptation
continually un
learning old ‘rules' and relearning
new ones.”
I think many students forget
the notion that learning, knowl
edge, and education govs beyond
the university.
In this issue of The Otter
Realm, we focus on several op
portunities for students to gain
more knowledge.
Mary Jo Wails main point
during the first President Speaker
Series event, spoke about creating
high-paying jobs that, “strength
en universities in order to help
the communities prosper, grow
and compete in a global econo
my” as reported bv staff reportin'
Cherri Wilson-Thornton.
Waits speech also echoes the
notions of leveraging universities
to prepare students for a con
slant ly changing market.
Several ol the articles featured
in this issue ol The Otter Realm
focus on upcoming opportunities
for students to also leverage their
learning, and challenge their
knowledge.
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What You Otter Be Doing

March 13 - April 9
3/13

3/14

3/15

lOtters Got Talent
| Auditions
I Black Box Cabaret

Otters Got Talent
Auditions
Black Box Cabaret

Open Mic Night
Student Center - East Lounge

| 4pm-5pm

7pm-9pm

4pm-5pm

| Design Studio

Pride Club Meeting
Media Learning Center - Rm 110 Student Center - Rm 120

4pm-6pm

4pm-5:45pm

MENding Monologues
Black Box Cabaret

MENding Monologues
Black Box Cabaret
8pm-1 Opm

8pm-10pm

MENding Monologues
Black Box Cabaret
8pm-10pm

SPRING BREAK
3/23

3/24

AS Senate Meeting
Phenomenal Women
Student Center - Rm 120
Afternoon Tea
Univercity Center - Ballroom Mondays: 12:15pm-2pm
1pm-5pm

Zumba
Black Box Cabaret
8pm-7pm

3/25

3/26

3/27

3/28

3/29

Women’s Group
Personal Growth &
Counseling Center

Tahitian Workshop
Mountain Hall

2014 Ethics Panel
University Center

1pm-3pm

3pm-5pm

Kayaking on
Monterey Bay
Oft Campus

Men’s & Women’s
Soccer Game
Otter Sports Center

1pm-4pm

10am-2pm

Eyes, Ears, & Soul
Open Call
Student Center - East Lounge

Symmetry & Ecletic
Approach Concert
Black Box Cabaret

PSS: Or. David Kennedy
World Theater

Point Lobos Hiking
Point Lobos State Reserve

3:30pm-6:30pm

10am-5pm

Dance with FOAM
Black Box Cabaret
9pM-Mldnight

CLGA CarWash
Ord Market

4/3

4/4

4/5

Stringfever
World Theater

Little Sibs Weekend:
Little Sibs Weekend:
Family Reception
Campus Tour
University Center - Living Room Student Center

4pm-5:10pm

OCF Weekly Meeting
Library - Rm 1180
7:50pm-10pm

The Hunger Games:
Catching Fire
Black Box Cabaret
8pm-1 0:30pm

3/30

3/31

NO SCHOOL
CESAR CHAVEZ DAY

6pm-9:30pm

The Hunger Games:
Catching Fire
Black Box Cabaret
8pm-I 0:30pm

4/1

4/2

RHA Candidates
Speeches
Student Center - West Lounge

2014 World Autism
Awareness Day
Student Center - Rm 120

7pm-8pm

12pm-1pm

AS Election Results
Release Party
Student Center - West Lounge

Pilates
University Center - Rm 116

4/7

4/8

4/9

Little Sibs Weekend:
Picnic

NSLS Speaker Re-Broadcast:
Blake Mycoski

Marine Science Club
Student Center - West Lounge

University Center - Living Room

Women’s Group
Personal Growth &
Counseling Center

1 :30pm-4:30pm

4pm-5:10pm

Zumba
Black Box Cabaret

U-Jam
Mountain Hall

6pm-7pm

6pm-7pm

RHA Exec Board
Announcement Party
Student Center - West Lounge

OCF Weekly Meeting
Library - Rm 1180

Coping With Stress
Personal Growth &
Counseling Center
4pm-5pm

Diamonds are a Giri’s
Best Friend Dance
Black Box Cabaret
9PM-Mldnlght

4/6
11:30am-1pm

9am-11:55pm

6pm-7pm

8pm-9:30pm

University Center - Living Room

8:45pm-11:1Spm

12pm-5pm

6pm-8pm

10am-10:30am

Little Sibs Weekend:
Swampy Snack

SunFest
North Quad

University Center - Commuter Lounge

12pm-3pm

Spm*9pm

Epic Proportions Tour
Black Box Cabaret
9PM-Mldnlght

Little Sibs Weekend:
Fireside Chat
Dlvarty Quad
6pm-9pm

12pm-1 :50pm

YAM
Health & Wellness Services
3:30pm-5pm

Pilates
University Center - Rm 116
6pm-7pm

7:50pm-10pm

8pm-9pm

More events can be found at: calendar.csumb.edu

Got an event? Let us knowl OTTER„REALM<8JCSUMB.EDU
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Splitting Up California
Capitalist Petitions to Separate California into Six States
Griffin Clithero,
Staff Reporter
GCLITHERO@CSUMB.EDU

Billionaire venture capitalist
Tim Draper received approv
al from Congress to petition
to separate California into six
states. Draper needs to gather
over 807,000 signatures by
July 18 of this year to place his
bid on the November ballot.
The legal name for Drap
er’s bid is Initiative 13-0063,
which calls for six new states
in place of California:
South California (San
Diego area), West Cal
ifornia (Los Angeles
area), Central California
(Stockton, Fresno, and Ba
kersfield areas), Silicon Valley
(San Francisco and Monterey

areas), North California (Sac
ramento area), and Jefferson
(the northernmost counties).
The
initiative
divides
California’s debt and as
sets amongst the new states
by population, “all tax col
lections and spending by the
existing State of California
would end, with its assets and
liabilities divided among the
new states.”
This initiative also allows
appointed commissioners and
elected leaders to determine

states and their local govern
ments.
This leaves West Califor
nia and Silicon Valley the two
wealthiest and most populated
states of the six, according to
CBS news.
Draper insists the SixCalifornias initiative will bring
citizens closer to their gov
ernments. The citizens will be
able to see their taxes going
toward more localized inter
ests, where political and social
viewpoints tend to be more
similar to each
other.
The
prob
lem most critics
have with the
plan is the destabilization it
poses to the Senate. 10 sena
tors would be added, giving the

"Draper’s argument
makes zero sense "
how taxes, public spend
ing, and other public policies
would change for these new

Proposed map of Six Californias.

Republicans potential votes in
congress, and the Democrats
would no longer hold such a
high electoral stronghold in
California.
Locally, this would mean
Monterey would belong to the
new state of Silicon Valley, one
of the wealthiest states in the
Union.
Because the wealth will be
more centralized, the initia
tive could expand the county’s
financial growth, public edu
cation, parks, and other public
facilities.
This might be hurtful to
counties placed in Central Cal
ifornia or North California,
where they have depended on
the taxes of the wealthier por
tions of California in the past.
Draper has been met with

much criticism. A correspon
dent to the LA Times said,
“Tim Draper’s argument for
splitting California into six
states makes zero sense,” and
CNN mocks the idea in an
article segment entitled, “Ap
parently This Matters.”
No matter the criticism,
they have to concede that
there is cause for such a pro
posal. California struggles to
properly fund state facilities,
has a drastic national debt,
and unemployment is over 1.5
million.
SixCalifornias may not be
the exact solution that breaks
through, but it gets Califor
nians to look at the state of
affairs and begin to lean to
ward better solutions.

PHOTO BY
SIXCALIFORNIAS.INFO
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Job Creation is a University’s Task
President’s Speaker Talks Economic Development
Cherri-Wilson Thornton,
Staff Reporter
GWILSON-THORNTON@CSUMB.EDU

Universities’ innovations, cre
ativity and expertise can play a
key role in the economic devel
opment of the regions where
they belong. Cal State Univer
sity Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
had started the conversation
on how to use its talents to
support its surrounding com
munities to grow, flourish and
compete globally.
Mary Jo Waits, Director of
Economic Human Services
and Workforce Division at the
National Governor’s Associ
ation in Washington, D.C.,
came to campus to discuss
how universities must engage
with local businesses and com
munity leaders to revitalize
the economy.
President Eduardo Ochoa
introduced Waits upon her
return to CSUMB after her
appearance in the Fort Ord
Reuse Authority colloquium
last year in which she called
the attention on a comprehen
sive look at the economy and
what makes sense for the de
velopment of the region.
Waits’ words rang confident
and strong in the World The
ater on March 4 during the
first 2014 President’s Speaker
Series, which theme is “Flour
ish Monterey County.”
“It’s not enough just to make
sure that the students get into
the universities
and communi
ty colleges, but
to start think
ing about the
completion and
the jobs that they get from
the result of those degrees,”
Waits said.
Although the country is
climbing out of the recession,
people are not getting back as
many jobs as were lost during
the recession. This is not just

a problem of the economic
development agencies any
more, or the Department of
Commerce, it is also a task of
the universities, according to
Waits.
Universities should not
only to pay attention to edu
cation and graduation rates,
but also creating a workforce
with the skill sets needed for
the region. “Job creation and
social mobility are necessary
to boost regional growth,” the
speaker said.
Waits outlined the nuts
and bolts of what it takes to
make a local economy suc
cessful. She described the
framework that could be
used by business communi
ties, universities and policy
makers to help strengthen uni
versities and communities
prosper, grow and compete in a
global economy.
Some universal and signif
icant concerns addressed by
Waits included budget reve
nue, Medicaid and healthcare
costs, giving the audience a
quick flavor of what the major
ity seem to be balancing when
thinking of healthy choices and
good investment decisions.
“Universities and commu
nities need to figure out what
their hubs are,” said Waits.
She explained that univer
sities need to have a focus,
a multi-disciplinary theme
working to go beyond the un
certainty of the practice of

es on all the
components
that
come
together
to
create a fine
tuned method
for creating
economically
drive,
fine
tuned results.
The
CSUMB com
munity needs
to look at oth
er university
examples of
creativity and
innovation.
Waits’
phi
losophy
for
success
is
that,
“you
take from the
best and you
bring
them
home,
and
use them how
they work for
you.”
Waits
pointed out
that clean en
ergy
needs
to
become
President Ochoa presents
part of the Mary Jo Waits with a CSUMB
economic de sweatshirt.
velopment
solution. She also added that ucation pipeline is.”
healthcare is a key part of the
At the end of the presenta
equation, not only in the areas tion, President Ochoa joined
ofjobs, training and talent, but Waits on stage and presented
by reducing healthcare cost.
her with a CSUMB sweatshirt
Everyone has to be on as a gift, which she happily ac
cepted. They both
then
answered
questions from the
audience. Profes
sor Dan Fernandez
asked about the
board when thinking about notion of “productivity” used
what to do about regional by Waits, and expressed his
economical growth. In 2014, concern on how this notion
there is laser-focus on eco understood as only as gross
nomic development and, as domestic product neglects
Waits explained, “We need to several aspects of systemic
be in better alignment with development.
our economy and what the ed
So, exactly what is regional

"You take from the best, and you bring them
home, and use them how they work for you "
land use, attain the knowledge
of how to do a cluster-based
strategy, and have an under
standing of how to get the
industry together assembling
and infusing an entrepreneur
ial strategy.
An innovation hub is focus

PHOTO BY
SCOTT ROARK

economic development in lay
men’s terms? Waits summed
it up by saying, “How do you
create jobs, and most impor
tantly, how do you create high
paying jobs? How do you help
your company and your talent
to compete globally?”
In sum, universities and
communities need to have
resources
and
economic
networks to compete glob
ally. Economic development
is primarily about creating
high-quality jobs.
It is just like being a student
in school, you need to do your
homework and really under
stand what the cutting edge is.
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Associated Students’ Speeches Heat Up
Candidates Compete for Executive and Senator Positions
Alex Hennessey,
Staff Reporter
AHENNESSEY@CSUMB.EDU

The Associated Students (AS)
Election Forum was held
Monday, March 10 in which
AS candidates for both senate
and executive positions gave
three minute speeches and
answered questions from con
cerned students.
The room was only a quarter
filled with roughly 15 students
in attendance at the beginning
of the forum at California State
University Monterey Bay’s
(CSUMB) Student Center,
but filled throughout the
evening to about 50 to 60 in
the audience.
AS President Brett Rob
erts opened the forum with
going over some of the facts
of the Associated Students
Fee Referendum increase,
and answered questions from
students.
Most of the questions asked
by students involved the lack
of communication about the
Student Fee increase. Rob
erts was asked by one student,
“What communications efforts
were made by AS to inform
students of the dramatic fee

increase of 46 percent?”
Roberts informed the room
that, “AS has made every ef
fort in communicating the
information of the fee through
the Otter Realm, Otter Media,
email blasts, and signs posted
around campus.”
AS Chief of Staff/Interim
Director of Recruitment, Sherelien Haase monitored the
forum, in which candidates
for both executive and senator
positions gave three minute
speeches and answered ques
tions from students in the
audience. Candidates not pres
ent provided prepared videos
for the students to watch.
Candidates expressed their
prior experience and gave
examples of ideas that they
envision in carrying out in the
2014-2015 school year.
Articulate questions were
posed to candidates by stu
dents throughout the forum,
putting in them in the hot seat.
Bryan Huynh, candidate
for Technology Senator rep
resenting the slate “Students
United Representing twhe
Future” (SURF) expressed his
ideas for “creating two new
mobile apps for students, one
as an event calendar for Asso

Competing Presidential Candidates Tyler Belko (left) and current
AS Vice President Ian Olden (right) at the election forum held
Monday, March 10.

PHOTOS BY
ALEX HENNESSEY

ciated Students, and one as a
way to contact campus securi
ty in case of emergency.”
Emma Richardson, Inde
pendent candidate running for
Chief Financial Officer, hopes
to “provide more transparen
cy with Associated Students
initiatives so students know
exactly what AS is spending
their money on.”
Saving the best for last,
Shereline Haas introduced the
Presidential Candidates Tyler
Belko and Ian Olden.
Belko,
representing
the slate Students United
Representing
the
Future
(SURF), gave his three min
ute speech first. Highlighting
his past experience as an
executive for his fraternity,
Environmental Senator, and
Otter Student Union experi
ence, Belko expressed ideas
for larger ambitions.
“I want to work on getting
better food on campus, not
everyone enjoys the food Sudexo provides so maybe seeing
a change there, better wi-fi on
campus, less speed bumps,
scholarship opportunities, and
communication with Associat
ed Students endeavors.”
After his speech, Belko was
asked what makes him a good
leader, and Belko replied “I
understand that I cannot do
all of this by myself, and I
understand the importance
of empowering others, to em
power the students.”
Olden, currently the Associ
ated Students Vice President,
representing the slate Building
a Better University (BABU),
expressed his vision of a
different university for next
year. Olden’s speech con
sisted of plans in helping
programming events gain
more exposure and how it will
be carried out successfully.
Olden was asked by an au

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
AS.CSUMB.EDU

dience member, “You talked
about a lot of ideas in your
speech. There’s a big differ
ence between ideas and plans,
do you have a plan to execute
these ideas?”
“I have plans” Olden re
sponded, “I have a two-part
plan in which if I am elected
I want to carry out. Advocacy
and Programming. There’s a
difference between just talking
about an idea and actually
making contacting the people
that can help make a change.”
I also think programming is
very important, what we offer
you through programming is
you not being bored. How can
I play a roll in making your

weekends more entertaining?”
As the election carries on,
debates will be held tonight
in the Student Center at 8:00
p.m. Voting will be taken place
online anytime from 5:00 p.m.
Monday March 24 until
March 26 on myCSUMB, as
well as voting stations that
will be provided in the Otter
Express and Peete’s Cafe on
March 25 and March 26 from
12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
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The Debate on Ethnic Studies Implementation
CSUMB Community Expresses Support for Legislation
Garrett Hambaro,
Staff Reporter
GHAMBARO@CSUMB.EDU

Assemblyman Luis Alejo,
D-Salinas, introduced a bill
that would create a task force
in charge of identifying and
implementing ethnic studies
in public high schools state
wide, according to an article
in the Monterey
County Herald.
Students and
professors at Cal
State Universi
ty Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) have
expressed widespread support
for the bill as they think it will
help students engage with high
school and hopefully move on
to college.

“I think that ethnic studies
empowers students, and I sup
port ethnic studies in public
schools,” said Yvette Sanchez,
fourth-year Kinesiology Ma
jor.
Dr. Christine Sleeter, Pro
fessor Emerita in the College
of Professional Studies at
CSUMB, believes that ethnic
studies programs not only are

“The older they get, the more
they use the word ‘boring’ and
say, ‘What does school have to
do with me?”’
In Dr. Sleeter’s opinion,
a curriculum that is inclusive
of all viewpoints and perspec
tives and moves away from
a
“white-dominant” view
is better.
There is some controversy

ethnic studies program.
Dr. Sleeter says that many
people who are against eth
nic studies thinks it preaches
separatism, and many of those
same people pushback be
cause they are fearful.
Dr.
Maria
Villasenor,
CSUMB
professor,
con
curs, “There is a narrative
of American history in the
sense that American
history equals white
history,” she said.
Students and pro
fessors at CSUMB say
that learning alterna
tive stories has been a
major factor in their success.
Angel Martinez, a Senior
CHHS Major said, “If I had
taken ethnic studies in high
school, it would have made

Learning about my background helped
me not be ashamed of being poor and
brown. It made me want to learn more
important on their own merit
but also help improve student
learning outcomes.
“The way kids will describe
school is boring,” she said.

surrounding ethnic studies.
CSUMB Professor Diane Gar
cia had her book banned in
Arizona due to its association
with a Tucson public school’s

school more relevant to me.”
Martinez added that his first
exposure to ethnic studies was
in college, and he ended up
getting an A.A. in Chicano/a
studies at his junior college.
Dr. Villasenor, who received
her PhD in ethnic studies from
University of California Berke
ley, says that ethnic studies
inspired her on her route to
academic success.
“Learning about my back
ground helped me not be
ashamed of being poor and
brown and made me want to
learn more, and that is what I
can see in my students when
they learn about their back
grounds as well.”
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Stop Paying Dollars

to Get Taxes Done
Local Volunteers Create Free Tax Preparation
Mojola Osifeso, Staff Reporter
MOSIFESO@CSUMB.EDU

Every April, taxpayers dish out their
dollars in search of finding the right
resources for tax preparation. This
year, Monterey County taxpayers can
have their taxes done with no money
down at all.
The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Service (VITA) sponsored by
United Way of Monterey County is
providing individuals and families free
tax preparation for those who earn
$57,000 or under a year.
Student volunteers and Dr. Cathy
Ku, professor of accounting from the
College of Business at Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB), will assist with
federal income tax preparation. All
volunteers must pass the rigourous Internal Revenue Service exams to assist.
Committed volunteers who serve
in the local communities of Seaside,
Marina, Monterey and Salinas help
prepare VITA tax prep at no charge.
The volunteers help prepare
federal and state taxes and participants
are guaranteed to keep 100 percent of
their income.
Volunteers may also inform taxpayers about any special tax credits they
may qualify for, such as Earned Income Tax Credit, Child Tax Credit and
Credit for the Elderly or the Disabled.
Each volunteer is IRS trained and
certified and taxpayers are guaranteed
a refund 7-10 days with direct deposit.
One-on-one
tax
preparations
are provided along a with free
online software version for on-the-go
taxpayers without access to a computer. These individuals can visit any of the
participating tax prep centers and an
Interal Revenue Service (IRS) certified
volunteer will guide them through
the process.
Blake Epps, a Senior CSUMB Psychology student, utilized the free
online software version stating how, “
Quick and easy it is to file and get his.
refund. Who wants to pay for it when
we have resources in our community'll
help us out?”
For those looking to speak with an

IRS certified Tax volunteer whom will
provide you step-by-step guidance
throughout the process, here is a list of
date and times they are available:

TAX PREP CENTERS
Marina Library: Every other Saturday

beginning Feb. 8th 12pm-3pm
Seaside/Salinas One Stop Career Center:
Saturdays 9am-12pm until April 12
Salvation Army Corps Center: Saturdays

1 pin-4pm
Salinas (CET) Center for Employment

Training: lbesday/Tliurs. 5:30pm-8pm
Hartnell College Bldg E Rm 215
Thurs.5:30pm-8pm till April 10th

Soledad (CET) Center for Employment

Training: Saturdays 9am-1pm until April

12
Cesar Chavez Library: Fridays
10am-1pm Until April 11

ITEMS TO BRING
Proof of identification - Picture ID
Social Security Cards or a Social Security
Number
Proof of foreign status, if applying for an ITIN

Birth dates
Wage and earning statement(s) Form W-2,
W-2G,1099-R, 1099-Misc from all employer s
Interest and dividend statements from banks
(Forms 1099)
A copy of last year’s federal and state returns
if available
Proof of bank account routing numbers and
account numbers for Direct Deposit, such as a
blank check
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CSUMB’s First
NAACP Chapter
The Importance of the NAACP
Kendahl Meno,
Staff Reporter
KMENO@CSUMB.EDU

Feb. 12 1909, the National As
sociation For The Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP) was
formed after the famous 1908
race riot in Springfield, Illinois
where the constant practice of
lynching on African Americans
was prevalent.
Black, white, and Jewish
men and women social activists
formed the nation's oldest and
largest civil rights organization.
According to the Cal State
Conference NAACP, there are
currently 72 branches and youth
units mobilized across the state
to help ensure racial justice and
equality. In 1914, the NAACP
formed its first California chapter
in the city of Los Angeles. Follow
ing the founding of California’s
first chapter, the Monterey Pen
insula Branch was founded by
Reverend Wellington Smith Sr.
18 years later in 1932.
CSUMB Alumni Steven Go
ings, who was a part of the
Monterey
Chapter,
started
CSUMB’s NAACP chapter. He
was a vital component to starting
the chapter. Another key person
was Kymberly Shavers, the for
mer president of Black Student
Union. She was instrumental in
recruiting students to be mem
bers of the NAACP.
Shiyla Goodie, President of the
NAACP, as well as many other’s
students’ goal is to give individ
uals on campus that are victims
of racial discrimination a place
to turn to for support and advice.
“We are so divided on this cam
pus within our different cultural
clubs, but we all have very similar
experiences.”
Goodie continued to say, “I feel
the NAACP is a vital need for the

campus, community and the Nation.
A lot of people seem to think the
NAACP is just a Black organization,
but on the contrary, The NAACP was
formed by majority of Whites.
The NAACP has hosted a num
bers of events, which include;
voter registration drives, HIV/Al DS
awareness, and the “Hoodie Walk
for Social Justice” in honor of Tray
von Martin. The NAACP is the only
organization in the Monterey Penin
sula and surrounding counties that
have held a demonstration in honor
of Trayvon Martin.
Their most recent accomplish
ment was fighting against Sodexo
for the unfair treatment towards
one of their employees. The issue
was taken to the head of the Human
Resources, as well as Sodexo. The
NAACP wants everyone to under
stand that their organization is for
all peoples of different backgrounds,
and their challenge lately has been
to get student involvement.
The NAACP meets bi-weekly at
7:30pm in room 110 in the Student
Center. To become a member, the
prices range between age groups
and include a subscription to the
Crisis Magazine, which is the oldest
Black periodical in the U.S.
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’s An App For That
Justice on the Way There
Students Compete to Win Next
Big App Opportunity
for Sierra LaMar
Evidence Leads to Alleged
Suspect for Abduction and Murder
Janine Adams,
Staff Reporter
JAADAMS@CSUMB.EDU

On March 16, 2012, Sierra
LaMar was abducted on her
way to a bus stop located
in Morgan Hill, and to this
day, her body has never been
found. Almost two years later,
DNA evidence leading to an
indictment
of
Antolin
Garcia-Torres,
22,
was
filed on Feb. 11. Torres was
charged with
kidnapping
and killing Sierra LaMar,
according to San Jose Mercury
News.
The San Jose Mercury News
also reported that the Santa
Clara County Sheriffs Office
said Garcia Torres’ DNA was
discovered on Sierra’s clothes,
which were found discarded in
a field not far from a bus stop
near her house. Sierra’s DNA
was also found in the suspect’s
red Volkswagen Jetta. Sierra
LaMar’s body has not been
found to this day. It is vital to
find more evidence in order

to convict Torres. Family and
friends have been searching
for Sierra LaMar for nearly
two years to produce more ev
idence to help convict Torres
and to bring closure for the
family.
More than 1,100 search
assignments have covered
more than 1,500 square miles
since LaMar’s disappearance,
according to KlassKids, a foun
dation that was established in
1994. The foundation’s mis
sion is to stop crimes against
children.
On
Feb.
12,
Tracey
Kaplan of the San Jose Mercu
ry News reported and spoke to
Doug Tollis, who is part of the
“Team
Sierra”
voluntary
search team. “I’m glad to see
this move forward,” Tollis said.
“We got it in motion now that’s
the important thing. Sierra
LaMar’s disappearance made
headlines across the coun
try, and the search for Sierra
LaMar still continues today.”
‘Team Sierra’ invites the
community to volunteer in
the search. Vol
unteers are still
welcome every
Saturday.
Do
nations are still
welcome and the
$35000 reward
is still in effect.
The search cen
ter is based out
of Old Central
High,
located
at 17960 Mon
terey
Road,
Morgan Hill, Ca
lif. If you have
information on
Sierra LaMar’s
whereabouts, call
(408) 612-6628.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY:
FINDSIERRALAMAR.COM

Giovanna Nebbio,
Staff Reporter
GNEBBIO@CSUMB.EDU

The month of March is bring
ing new opportunities to
campus with the ‘Ideas of
March’ Mobile Android App
Competition giving students
the chance to create the next
big app such as “Flappy Bird.”
Ryan Green, a third year
CSIT major with a focus in
Software Engineering is ex
cited to compete in this year’s
competition.
Green is hopeful about the
competition and, “would real
ly like to get more experience
with Android, and it also offers
job opportunities.”
The competition brings
existing companies to cam
pus and allows the students
to build fully functioning

mobile apps.
If Green has the option he
would “like to make an app
with GPS because not many
people work with it” making
him stand out from the crowd.
Green’s team consists of five
students: Brett Roberts, Sherelien Haase, Brian Hyunh, and
Gregory Greenleaf.
The
opportunities
the
competition offer vary from a
wide scope. It offers the oppor
tunity to try new technology
and work with other students
and software professionals.
In exchange for the new app,
competitors are being pro
vided food and a chance at
stardom.
The
competition
starts
March 14, and is sponsored
by the Institute for Innovation
and Economic Development at

CSUMB, the university’s Com
puter Science and Information
Technology program and the
Monterey County Business
Council.
The competition will be held
in the Media Learning Center
(Building 18), and the winners
will present their apps Sunday,
March 16. The competitors
will present a real working,
prototype app Sunday evening
where there will be several cat
egories and a winner for each.
Last year’s winner created
an app for Cedar Street Times,
a weekly newspaper in Pacific
Grove. The app shares infor
mation with the public from
the paper’s website and allows
community members to post
events and news.
Members use the hashtag
# cedarstreettimes
and
it
will show up in the commu
nity tab- every citizen can be
up to date.
Now, Cal State Monte
rey Bay students can say
“there’s an app for that, and I
created it.”

Close Snapchat and Open Up a Paperback
CSUMB Participates in National Day of Unplugging
Hayden Morrison,
Staff Reporter
HAMORRISON@CSUMB.EDU

Every year, on the first Friday
in March, people around the
country take part in the Na
tional Day of Unplugging—an
event centered around going
24 hours without posting on
Twitter or Facebook, instead
using the time to focus on the
outside world or the
people around you.
"We
Cal State Univer
sity Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) held its
own chapter of the
event on March 6,
advertising and en
couraging students to pledge
to unplug for the 24-hour pe
riod of sundown to sundown,
starting on Friday, March 7.
“We want people to take an
opportunity to put their elec
tronics aside and look at what

is missed,” said Tony Delfino,
Assistant Program Coordina
tor in the CSUMB Health and
Wellness Services. He adds
that in addition to the so
cial aspect, the National Day
of Unplugging doubles as a
health promotion effort.
“I expect that the students
may only unplug for a few
hours,” Aiyana Thomas, Psy
chology major at CSUMB said

pledge, vowing to at least at
tempt to take some time during
the designated day to log off of
Facebook and take the time to
explore the outdoors, read a
book, or have some face time
with their friends.
“We don’t expect every
one to unplug for the full 24
hours,” added Delfino. “The
main idea is for people to take
the pledge and think about
how much time
they spend with
their electronics,
and
changing
what they think
is
reasonably
possible.”
Though this is
their first year with the pro
gram, the CSUMB Health and
Wellness Services are deter
mined to continue this special
day for years to come.

want people to take an
opportunity to put their
electronics aside and look at
what is missed
about the event. “But we’re
getting a lot of people, and I
think this will be a success.”
Thomas’ expectations may
be upheld within the first
hour alone, several dozen peo
ple had taken the unplugged
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Last Call for Obamacare
March 31 Deadline Approaching Fast
Llaritza Rodriguez,
Staff Reporter
LLRODRIGUEZ@CSUMB.EDU

Days before the deadline,
college students and Latinos
are one of the most target
ed demographics for health
care enrollment. In Monterey
County, there are still 55,000
eligible citizens that have not
enrolled yet. Dolores Huerta,
the iconic labor leader, has
hopped on board to invite lati
nos to enroll.
The Affordable Care Act,
aka Obamacare, was signed
into law by President Barack
Obama on March 23, 2010.
The goal was to increase the
quality and make health in
surance more affordable for
everyone, regardless of in
come and pre-existing health
conditions.
Since then it has come a long
way, and March 31 is when the
enrollment period ends, which
is why the pressure is to in
form and help people enroll.
To start coverage on April 1,

however, the enrollment is
March 15.
The set up lets individuals
“shop” around for the plan
that best fits their needs. All
plans include free mammo
grams, cancer screenings,
immunizations, diet coun
seling, wellness visits, and
pediatric vision tests.
Through Covered Califor
nia, Days of Action has been
organized, to encourage unin
sured Californians to
enroll. The goal is
aimed towards groups
who have low enroll
ment rates, which are
the Latino/a minority commu
nities and college students.
More than half of the state’s
uninsured population is Lati
no/a, and last month alone,
about 45,745 Latinos enrolled
in health plans.
There is more than a lan
guage barrier within the
Latino/a communities that
prevents them from enrolling.
Cal State University Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) maintenance

employee Fabiola Alvarado
feels that there is no reliable
source of information avail
able. Her main concern is
the time it would take for the
health care to start. “I lost
Medi-Cal, so I was in Healthy
Family. But they made me
wait for so long that my daugh
ter lost her immunizations.”
Her daughter is one year and
six months old. She also suf
fers from sores that become

organizations, Huerta em
phasized
the
importance
of
communicating,
and
as
a community,
help
ing those that still need
to sign up, or are unsure of
how to.
“When we talk about all
the fight we had for the Civil
Rights Movement, Martin Lu
ther King Jr., Cesar Chavez,
the LGBT movement, to any
one who values that, it is our
role to use this as an
opportunity.” Huerta
said, “It is a right, not
a privilege. It took 60
years of struggle, many
people suffered and many
people died, just to get these
benefits for the rest of us.“
A 500,000 dollar grant is
being used for an outreach
campaign that will focus on
face-to-face enrollment ef
forts. “We believe the Latino
community will respond to
the face-to-face communi
cation, and we can answer
their questions,” Huerta adds.
“Everyone that should have

[Health care] is a
right, not a privilege
infected, and is unable to take
her to the hospital, so she has
resorted to home remedies.'T
am a mother, doctor, every
thing. I go through sleepless
nights, and still unable to take
her to the hospital.”
In a conference call with
labor leader and civil rights
activist,
Dolores
Huerta,
which included more than 150
people from different college
campuses and community

Fabiola Alvarado is con
cerned over her
qualifications and waiting
time for Obamacare

PHOTO BY
ESTELLA
PORRAS

and needs healthcare will get
enrolled.” The outreach will
reach the community through
farmers markets, community
forums, public libraries and
schools, which will bridge
the information gap. Alvara
do says that she’d rather not
waste time if Obamacare will
fall through like the previous
coverage her family has had.
“I have too many questions
and hopes.”

The Success Floors
CSUMB Offers Housing Plan Towards Leading Change
Nolan Davis,
Staff Reporter
NDAVIS@CSUMB.EDU

For a Socially just and
sustainable world

A 1st year senior year
Living Learning Program

To build a successful world, it
must be built from within.
For those living on-campus at Cal State University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) for
the 2014-2015 school year,
there is going to be housing
helping to promote social
awareness for the world. Lo
cated in Yarrow Hall, Project

“Leading Change” will offer
three building floors for stu
dents wanting to be involved
in CSUMB’s ideals.
The first floor will embrace
the theme of social justice. The
second floor will be geared
towards business and inno
vation. The third floor will be
driven towards sustainability.
In each cohort, students will
have opportunities to work on
campus projects that focus on
the theme of their floor, as well

as promote a network of con
nections with the local area.
Upon finishing the year, stu
dents will receive a leadership
certificate.
Molly Springer, a coordi
nator of the Living Learning
Programs (LLP) at CSUMB,
strongly believes that the LLP’s
offer provides a great founda
tion for success at the school,
saying, “Students who partake
in a living learning community
form really close relationships

with their floor mates, get
specialized programming fo
cused on their Living Learning
community theme, go on trips
together, and do better aca
demically here at CSUMB.”
Project “Leading Change”
will be one of several LLP’s
offered at CSUMB. All of the
LLP’s are currently taking
applicants. Project “Leading
Change” is open to any full
time student.

News
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Women, Gender

Students Take Back the Night

Theta Alpha Siqma Raises Awareness for Sexual Assault
Adele Bilotta,
Staff Reporter

Following the march was a
candlelight vigil held in front
of the Otter Express, honor
ing victims of sexual assault,
where a poem was read and
students took a moment of si
lence.
Chelsie Guldemond, Theta
sisterhood junior and Psychol-

ogy major, said, “Take Back
the Night is probably my fa
vorite event of the year. We
began by discussing the statis
tics on sexual assault and put
everything into perspective.
Then, we marched!”
She explained why this event
is important, “It is so empow
ering to see so many women
on campus all yelling together
and supporting one another in
such a bold way.”
Harrison McCoin, junior
Collabortive Health and Hu
man Services major said,
“Take Back the Night is an em
powering movement. We all
pay to be here at CSUMB, and
the campus is big and scary
enough. No one should feel
afraid to walk alone.”
He stated, “By men par
ticipating,
people
should
recognize that it’s not just
a woman’s issue; it’s everyone’s.’
Guldemond commented on
the importance of men becom
ing involved with the event,
“At the candlelight vigil, men
are usually compelled to say
something like ‘I had no idea
this was that big of a deal’ and

things like that. It is actually
great to hear that, because
that means that we impact
ed the way someone thought
about the issue.”
Brothers and sisters of the
Theta Alpha Sigma, Lambda
Sigma Gamma, Delta Ome
ga Rho, and Kappa Alpha Psi
fraternities and sororities
participated in the march
and protest, as well as oth
ers.
Maritza Abonce, a soph
omore Kinesiology major,
and part of the Theta sister
hood said, “It is exciting to
get others involved. People
aren’t aware of what really
happens!”
Theta Maritza Valle, soph
omore Biology major said,
“It’s important because
women’s issues is our soror
ity’s philanthropy.”
The Monterey Crisis Rape
Center held a table with
information regarding sex
ual assault, and handed out
reflective bands with infor
mation regarding CSUMB’s
Night Walk Service and Uni
versity Police numbers.

is responsible for the violence
against them no matter what
they wear, who they associate
with, or who they are.”
These events aim to switch
the public discourse from one
of painting victims looking for
pity to a paradigm of telling
suffering in an effort to edu
cate and motivate action.
SlutWalk includes a fashion
show where students can wear
whatever they want with pride
and not be told to stop “asking
for it.”
The judgment-free environ
ment of SlutWalk includes an
open-mic and readings along
with dance and performance
art. The all-inclusive event
emboldens participants to

practice their First Amend
ment right of free speech to
express themselves.
SlutWalk will provide a safe
space for storytelling and cele
bration to combat the narrative
of shame around popular un
derstandings of sex.
In a world where one in
three women, and one in 12
men are sexually assaulted
or harassed, creating positive
movement for social change is
a major goal of university stu
dents.
The march around campus
is significant, as on campus
harassment is one of the most
common forms of sexual as
sault.
Fifth year CSUMB student

and feminist activist Maggie
Chou has been involved with
SlutWalk at CSUMB since it
began, “I initially organized
SlutWalk [at CSUMB] because
of a Free Speech class I took
with [HC0M Professor] Shar
Gregg. The experience that
we had was so empowering
that we felt like we needed to
bring it back annually. I think
SlutWalk has planted seeds for
many future feminists.”
This event will take place on
Thursday, March 27 at 1 p.m.
on the Main Quad. Those in
terested in contributing can
attend meetings on Mondays
at 10 a.m. in room 112 in the
Student Center.

ABILOTTA@CSUMB.EDU

Students loudly shouted and
chanted, “Hey Mister, Get
Off My Sister!” and, “Women
United, Can Never Be Defeat
ed!” while marching across
campus and holding posters
made for the “Take Back the
Night” event hosted by the
Theta Alpha Sigma sorority.
March is historically known
as Sexual Assault Awareness
Month, and to raise awareness,
Cal State University Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) students eager
ly participated by creating an
empowering protest against
sexual assault.
Take Back the Night was
held on March 6 from 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m. Students made post
ers, listened to guest speakers
about the history of the event,
and some statistics of sexual
assault
The event started 35 years
ago as part of a Women’s
Liberation Movement. Anna
Bartowski, CSUMB’s Deputy
Title IX Coordinator, believes
it is a top priority for the ad
ministration at CSUMB to

Theta Alpha Sigma Member designs sign for event.

make sure all members of the
university feel safe and com
fortable on campus.
A
continued
protest
marched all around campus,
starting from the Main Quad
over to North Quad, in honor
of those who have been a vic
tim of sexual assault.

SLUTWALK
Demonstration of Frustration and Anger
Kraig Bellows &
Ciera Chilton,
Staff Reporters
KBELLOWS@CSUMB.EDU
CCHILTON@CSUMB.EDU

Cal State University Mon
terey Bay (CSUMB) is
celebrating women, gender,
and justice by dedicating
the month of March to raise
awareness about gender
identity, sexual discrimina
tion, and the prolific violence

permitted within the cultural
context.
One event that embod
ies these values is SlutWalk,
which is a product of 1 Billion
Rising.
As described on the SlutWalk website, the event “is a
protest, a rally and a demon
stration of frustration and
anger. We are protesting
blaming victims of sexual
violence for the violence per
petrated against them. No one

PHOTO BY: ADELE BILOTTA
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A Taste of Honey Mahogany
Drag Queen Performs for the Third Time at CSUMB
Dina Zivojinovic,
Staff Reporter
DZIVOJINOVIC@CSUMB.EDU

On Friday, March 7, the night
before International Wom
en’s Day, drag queen Honey
Mahogany came to Cal State
University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) for the third year in
a row for an exclusive perfor
mance, Q&A session and fan
bonding time.
The event was held at the
University Center ballroom,
from 9 p.m. until midnight.
Entry was free with student
ID, and all students were
allowed to bring one non-stu
dent guest.
The “LGBT and Allied Ad
vocates” group was there,
holding a tabling event in or
der to inform students and
spread awareness of the drag
queen scene. The name of the
event was changed per their
request, and went from “Drag
Ball” to “A Taste of Honey.”
“We wanted to change the
name of the dance to promote
inclusivity of transgender or
gender non-conforming stu
dents,” tells Jasmine Mosebar,

Cinematic Arts and Technol
ogy Major (CAT) and LGBTQ
Vice President.
“In the past, the “Drag
Ball” inadvertently allowed
attendees to mock the lived
experiences of the trans
community through gen
der-bending
for
comedic
means or shock values. By re
framing the dance, we hoped
to make a more diverse group
of students feel comfortable
participating.”
The LGBT and Allied Ad
vocates meet on Wednesdays
from 4-6 p.m. and on Fridays
from 6-7 p.m. in the Student
Center, Room 120. All stu
dents are welcome.
On March 11, a discussion
was held in the Student Cen
ter, Room 120 from 6-8p.m.,
featuring the question: “Law
of the Land: What it legally
means to be a member of the
LGBTQQLAA community on
an international scale?”
Otter Realm Interview with
Honey Mahogany
Dina Zivojinovic: Are you
excited to be here?
Honey Mahogany: Of
course I am; it’s been an

amazing turnout. I always en
joy coming to Monterey. I felt
like a superstar after only two
minutes on stage!
DZ: What’s the main goal of
your performances?
HM: I want to win several
Grammys, maybe an Oscar,
and an Emmy, and a Tony for
good measure (laughs), but
I really wanna continue per
forming and continue doing
music. Touch peoples’ hearts
through music and drag, most
ly. I think the sky is the limit;
it all has to do with dedication
and hard work, and you know,
talent helps, and being pretty
too.
DZ: Who are your perfor
mances for?
HM: I started performing
for myself. Ever since I was a
baby, I wanted to be a perform
er. I used to watch Madonna
and Michael Jackson and just
want to be them. I saw myself
there on the stage. It’s always
been a part of me.
DZ: How long have you
been doing drag?
HM: I’ve been in this busi
ness for about six years now.
I came up with my name from

Speak Out Against Violence
The MENding Monologues Returns
Avneel Singh,
Staff Reporter
ASINGH@CSUMB.EDU

For the third time, Cal State
University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) is hosting The
MENding Monologues on
Mar. 13, 14, and 15 at Black
Box Cabaret (BBC). Creat
ed by Derek Dujardin, the
MENding Monologues is a re
sponse to its sister show, the
Vagina Monologues, created
by Eve Ensler.
According to Dujardin,

“Men need to tell these sto
ries and women need to listen
to them. It is healing for both
and a sort of reconciliation is
reached.”
The Monologues expresse
a multitude of emotions. It
touches upon the audience,
cast, producers, and directors.
Junior Jack Paterson, an
Environmental Studies Major,
says the Vagina Monologues
inspired him to be a part of
the MENding Monologues.
He was inspired by the

director of the Monologues
last year, Chris Siders, whom
is also in the show this year,
performing “Call Me Atlas,
Fail of State” and “To Whom
it May Concern.” In this year’s
production, Paterson is per
forming two pieces: “Juno se
Mama” and “Dear Dad.”
Producer Marisa Herrera
Keehn, a Junior Cinematic Arts
and Technology Major (CAT)
says that what inspired her to
produce the MENding Mono
logues was what the show was

Flyer for Honey Mahogany Event.
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make-up, because my founda
tion was between shades called
“Honey” and “Mahogany.”
DZ: How did you get into
this business?
HM: I got into drag, thanks
to a friend of mine, when I
was still an undergraduate
student. He was a filmmak
er, and he called me one day
and said, “Alfa”, which is my
boy name, “you’re the only
guy who would kind of look
good as a girl.” The movie got

strong reviews, so I ended
up doing more films, then
shows...
DZ: What’s your type of
guy?
HM: I like tall guys, but
you know what I love to say: I
like honey colored hair, honey
colored liquor, honey colored
clothes and honey colored
boys. But actually, what I look
for most in men is a kind heart,
and then after that you know...
I kind of like a bubble butt.

about. “I really wanted to put
on the show for this reason.”
Director Lance Rodriguez,
also a Junior and CAT major,
says, “I acted in it. I’ve always
been either behind the stage or
on stage, but never directing
anything. I am a firm believ
er of what the show is about.
I am a pro - feminist and am
not ashamed to say it.”
Rodriguez believes that,
“Men and women can come
together and support each
other.” This production allows
men to voice out how they
feel about violence against
women.
Alexis Carranco, Junior,
Psychology Major says what

inspired her to do the MENd
ing Monologues was being in
the Vagina Monologues and
“because of the movement
itself which needs all the sup
port that it can get.” Carranco
is performing an original piece,
“Now I Can Breathe,” which
is about her vision of what a
good man is. She uses her “bi
ological” father and brother as
two examples.
Herrera - Keehn says, “It’s
an educational thing. I want
people to know that these
things
happen
and
change
needs
to
happen.
Everyone’s stories
are important.”
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Students Speak Out At Silent Protest
March Raises Awareness For Racial Profiling
Lauryn Floyd,
Staff Reporter
LFLOYD@CSUMB.EDU

Racism is a pressing con
troversial topic felt on many
university
campuses
na
tion-wide.
While progress has been
made since the Civil Rights
Movement, some college stu
dents still feel that racism,
racial profiling, and police
brutality and the criminaliza
tion of people of color must
come to an end.
On Feb. 26, the Cal State
Monterey
Bay
(CSUMB)
chapter of the National Asso
ciation for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP)
sponsored the Black Out
March, a silent protest against
the injustices of racial profil
ing in America.
Students, faculty and com
munity members marched in
silence around the whole of
campus including the library,
student center and main quad.
The march honored the
lives of people who have died
as victims of racial profiling
and police brutality such as

Trayvon Martin, Oscar Grant,
Emmett Till and Andrew Lo
pez- a 13-year old boy who
were killed in Santa Rosa,
Calif, by seven bullets of a
policeman who thought his
airsoft gun was real.

Walking while black
is not a crime
At the end of the march,
Shiyla Goodie, President of
the NAACP chapter on cam
pus said, “If you don’t leave
with anything today, remem
ber that we need a change and
change starts with us.”
Dayshia Yang, a commu
nication
design
student,
participated in the march
against
racial
profiling
because, “it’s a real issue every
where. I just read about Kim
Pham yesterday, and thought
wow, Santa Ana is where I am
from, that happened in my
own city.”
Many of the participants
in the Black Out March wore

Students hold signs in protest of racial profiling.

buttons that said, “Walking
while black is not a crime” a
statement that speaks against
the criminalization and legal
ization of racial profiling in
America.
In an open letter to Pres
ident Obama, Laura W.
Murphy, director of the Amer
ican Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) Washington Legisla
tive Office, told Obama that his
administration has not done
enough to stop racial profiling.
Instead, Obama has allowed
for legislation such as Stand
Your Ground Law and Stop
and Frisk, which perpetuate
racism by legalizing profiling
based on racial stereotypes.
She wrote, “By eliminating
the practice on the federal lev
el, you can send a message to
state and local officials that
racial profiling has no place in
law enforcement.”

Student showcases sign at the Black Out March.

.PHOTOS BY
LAURYN FLOYD

16 | Otter Realm | March 13, 2014 | www.otterrealm.net

Ads

Watch Otter Realm LIVE on Otter Media online at tat.csumb.edu/ottermedia or via CSUMB TV Ch.71

Designed By: Cassandra Lim

News

www.otterrealm.net | March 13,2014 | Otter Realm | 17

Returning Plants

to Their Habitats
Volunteers Work to Return
Native Plants to the Area

Scientists Puzzled on Cause of
Sea Star Epidemic
Alex Hennessey, Staff Reporter
AHENNESSEY@CSUMB.EDU

Millions of sea stars are dying at an
alarming rate up and down the Pacific
coast, and scientists do not know why.
The recent outbreak of sea star
wasting disease was first reported
off the coast of Washington in June
and has since become widespread
throughout the entire west coast.
What separates this outbreak
of sea star wasting disease from
others recorded in the early 1970s
and 1990s, is that it is being
observed all over the coast at an
unprecedented level.
Sea star wasting disease is a set
of symptoms sea stars develop that
quickly leads to death. White lesions
first appear on the sea stars’ skin, and
they twist their legs into knots. They
then deflate as their water vascular
system fails. Then, the sea stars legs
stretch and rip off their bodies, which
leads to death.
John Pearse, Professor Emeritus
at the Department of Ecology and
Evolutionary Biology at University of
California, Santa Cruz (UCSC), has
been studying sea stars in the Monterey
Bay area for over 25 years.
Pearsee has witnessed a general
decline in the amount of sea stars since
2000.
He believes the general decline is
due to gull predation, “However, it
certainly could also be caused by low
incidence of sea star wasting disease,
which only now broke out in epidemic
proportions. We just don’t know.”
The big mystery of the disease and
outbreak is the cause. Scientists have

associated warmer water temperatures
with the past die-offs, but this does not
seem to be the case for this epidemic.
Tests are currently being performed
to see if it could be a bacterial or viral
pathogen.
Other speculations include higher
radiation levels due to the Fukushima
nuclear disaster that took place in
Japan during March of 2011.
When a tsunami took out the power
plant in Fukushima, some scientists
and environmentalists were concerned
about the effects the nuclear waste
would have on the ecosystems.
Scientists have not found high levels
of radiation in the areas of the die offs,
which leaves the question of why these
sea stars are dying at such an alarming
rate unanswered.
A major concern of these die-offs
is the effect that it may have on the
ecosystems. It is very unlikely that
starfish will go extinct in our lifetime,
but if these die-offs continue to happen
more often, it could dramatically
change the dynamic of the ecosystems
of tide pools.
As a “keystone species,” sea stars
play a vital role in maintaining the
current structure of the ecosystem of
tide pools along the Pacific coast.
Sea stars eat mussels, and if they are
not around, the number of mussels
would increase and crowd out other
species, reducing the amount of
diversity in the ecosystem.
Divers are recently seeing more sea
stars alive. Scientists will continue to
try to find a cause for the disease, as
well as any clues to find a way to predict
another outbreak.

Giovanna Nebbio, Staff Reporter
GNEBBIO@CSUMB.EDU

Return of the Natives (RON) is a community based program organized by
Cal State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) to fulfill the vision statement, providing service opportunities
for students.
The goal of RON is to protect the
Monterey Bay’s waters through restoration of waterways and lands
draining the bays, helping protect us
from drought.
RON has grown to 1,427 volunteers
at community events where the volunteers help reduce trash pollution in
parks and creeks. The volunteers also
help plant native plant breeds to help
restore habitats and remove invasive
plants, such as ice plants.
Due to RON’s volunteers, students,
and staff, 21,700 native plants have
been restored to the community. The
work from these volunteers has had an
impact on maintaining the beauty of
Monterey Bay.
When
gar
dening in the
Monterey
Bay
area, native plants
are the best route
to take.
The marine air
influences crops,
such as lettuce and strawberries, to be
an all-summer crop. Because the soil in
the area is likely to be leaner, and Mon
terey tends to be short on water supply,
the native plant route is the best.
Nurturing the native plants, they are
often grown in small, local nurseries
instead of being shipped from industrial greenhouses.
Emily Klepper, President of the Garden Club, has some helpful tips to keep
your garden beautiful without draining

California’s water supply. “Hand water
and less often, every few days, as op
posed to every day.”
This allows the water to sink into the
plant and help avoid over watering.
Watering less often “promotes deep,
strong root growth! ”
Another option in conserving water
is to recycle; “people could collect dish
rinse water and use that for their plants
too!”
The importance of native plants is
key to sustaining the Monterey environment. The plants provide habitats
and food for the wildlife that reside in
the area.
In a location close to the shoreline,
the land is susceptible to erosion,
which the native plants help control,
compared to invasive plants with short
roots, which suck up all the water from
the soil.
Native plants also have long roots
to hold water, which is good when in
a drought. Growing native plants also
brings some friendly visitors to your
garden.
“When
you
plant
native
plants, it attracts
native
animals
like birds and butterflies.”
By next spring,
by planting your new garden full of native plants such as Achillea Millefolium
Rosea, also known as Yarrow Island
Pink, can bring pretty, little, native
Lesser Goldfinch birds, helping restore
the bay’s natural landscape and giving
a little creature a new home.

21,700 native
plants have been
restored to the
community
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Prepare for a Crafty Summer
CSU Summer Arts Program To Be Held At CSUMB
Dina Zivojinovic
Staff Reporter
DZIVOJINOVIC@CSUMB.EDU

This summer, Cal State
University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) will be hosting the
CSU Summer Arts Program.
Along with award-winning
authors and numerous schol
arships, students will be given
the opportunity to practice art
in an educational, yet fun en
vironment.
Dr. Robert Kievan, CSUMB’s
Community Relations Special
ist, described how the Summer
Arts Program came to Monte
rey, “Long ago, the decision
was made to rotate Sum
mer Arts every five years to a
different CSU campus.”
Before the program came to
CSUMB, Dr. Kievan explained

that the the program was en
So where will that one course opportunity to share and ex
sconced at Fresno State for be held if not at CSUMB? pand their musical talents with
13 consecutive summers. He Well, where would it be more Grammy Award-nominated
hopes history will repeat itself, appropriate to study art, if not John Santos and Brazilian
and CSU Summer Arts will re in Italy?
Musical Director Mario Pam.
main at CSUMB beyond the
“Drawing and Painting in
The music genres will range
original five-year limit.
Florence” is a study abroad from Candomble and Santeria,
Courses are two weeks long, course that will teach the sub to Samba, Baiao, Rumba,
offering
as
well
three units
Almost 70 percent of the students will as many
per
class
others.
A
and several
public per
receive some form of scholarship
scholarships.
formance
Not only are the courses in ject’s basics in a matter of days, will be organized with the tal
spiring and useful, but they and the experience that stu ents of the participants at the
are also affordable.
dents can get from this course end of the course.
Almost 70 percent of the abroad will be priceless.
For those who would like to
students will receive some
For those interested in focus on their writing skills,
form of scholarship, and all South
American
culture, “Social Action Writing” will
forms of art are included for a class called “Drum Talk: also be offered.
all levels of art enthusiasts: Rhythms from Cuba and
Award-winning
writ
music, theatre, visual arts, Brazil” will be taught by ers Kwame Dawes, Luis
dancing, creative writing, vid Dr. Umi Vaughan.
Rodriguez, Evelina Galang
eography and new media.
Participants will have the and Sharon Bridgforth will be

mentoring students, giving
them the opportunity to work
on their poetry, nonfiction, fic
tion and theatre writing skills.
The link between writing
and the social environment
will be treated the most, end
ing by a public reading of the
students’ works by the authors
themselves.
The CSU Summer Arts
Program is an educational
opportunity for students to
meet new people, create new
contacts, and get a few steps
closer to the professional
world that is awaiting them
when they graduate.
For
more
information
about the classes and regis
tration, visit the official Cal
State Summer Arts website:
http://blogs.calstate.edu/
summerarts.

The Man Who Inspired Steinbeck
Local Events Pay Tribute To Literary Legend
DANNY SIMON
Staff Reporter
DASIMON@CSUMB.EDU

The first rule volunteers and
visitors learn upon entering
the tiny building marked “Pacific Biological Laboratories”
(PBL) at 800 Cannery Row in
Monterey, Calif, is there is no
such person as “Doc.”
Doc is one of the main characters in the novel “Cannery
Row” (1945) written by Salinas-born Nobel laureate John
Steinbeck, who would be 112
years old on Feb. 27.
Ed Ricketts was the inspiration for characters in at least
six of Steinbeck’s most beloved works, with “Doc” being
the most literal incarnation.
Michael Hemp, 71, is the
President of the Cannery Row
Foundation (CRF), a non-profit dedicated to preserving the
legacy of the PBL and Ricketts,
its founder.
Hemp is a historian and
author who founded the

CRF with the goal of raising nies that supplied animals for
awareness of Ricketts’ legacy, classroom dissection.
which, he explained, has been
Frank Wright, 94, WWll
obscured by Steinbeck’s cari- veteran and former member
catures, (despite the author’s of the PBL gentleman’s club
best intentions), and slighted who knew Steinbeck and Rickby tragedy.
etts, described the origin of the
A pioneer in the field of nickname Doc:
marine biology, Ricketts was
Wright said that one day
Steinbeck’s closest friend, also while Ricketts and Steinbeck
serving as a
were
in
muse. If it
the lounge
Steinbeck and Ricketts
weren’t for
on the upa devastat- form the greatest symbiosis per
level
ing fire and
of
PBL,
of science and literature in
his untime
(the room
ly
death,
American history
in
which
Ricketts
this
very
would be a household name, interview took place), four apaccording to Hemp.
parently neglected children of
Ricketts created the field of impoverished cannery work
“deep ecology” without ever ers came to the door asking for
putting on a SCUBA suit, based a remedy for impetigo, a bac
on observing the interactions terial infection of the skin.
of different species in tide
When he sent them off with
pools. To fund this ground- a temporary remedy, onebreaking research, Ricketts by-one, they happily said,
gathered frogs and stray cats “Thanks, Doc!” as they left.
and pawned them to compa- Steinbeck was inexplicably

tickled by the moniker, so it
stuck, and there was no way
Ricketts could shake it.
In 1936, a fire broke out at
the cannery next door to the
lab and incinerated PBL, and,
along with it, his life’s work.
Despite the crippling loss of
what he referred to as his personal holocaust, he started
again from scratch and even
co-authored a book with Steinbeck called “Sea of Cortez.”
Before the book was published, Ricketts was hit by a
train in his car at the top of
Drake Avenue in Monterey
at the age of 51. He died May
11, 1948, after spending three
days in a coma.
Hemp said part of the cruel irony is that Ricketts was a
matter of months from completing the work which would
have skyrocketed him to fame.
Steinbeck was so shaken by
the loss of his best friend that
he never fully recovered, taking several years off writing

and becoming somewhat re
clusive.
While Steinbeck’s local
recognition is well deserved,
Ricketts remains practically
unheard-of. Hemp is deter
mined to change that-not by
stealing the spotlight, so-tospeak, but by broadening it.
“Steinbeck and Ricketts
form the greatest symbiosis of
science and literature in Amer
ican history,” said Hemp.
Several times a year, The
Cannery Row Foundation and
the city of Monterey offer tours
of PBL. Tickets are available
by reservation. RSVP tours@
canneryrow.org.
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Buzzer Beaters

CSUMB

Coaches Recap Basketball Programs

International Programs
Still just thinking about
going abroad this summer?
Come to one of our last information sessions, exclusively
dedicated to CSUMB's new SUMMER ABROAD OPTIONS!

Earn academic credit while studying

in countries around the world!

SCHOLARSHIPS
available for many
programs

Information is available at information tables
in front of the Dining Commons Monday,
Tuesday and Friday through March!

The FINAL deadline is approaching
Deadline MARCH 25

Nolan Davis
Staff Reporter
NDAVIS@CSUMB.EDU

When the buzzers went off on
March 1, it signaled not only
the end of Cal State Monte
rey Bay’s (CSUMB) basketball
games against San Francis
co State, but also the end of
their seasons.
Record-wise, this season
was an improvement for Coach
Robert Bishop and his men’s
basketball team. At 10-15, this
was their best end of the year
mark since 2009.
Within the California Col
legiate Athletic Association
(CCAA) conference, they fin
ished with a record of 8-14.
As for CSUMB’s women’s
basketball team, this was a
season of transition. In Coach
Kerri Nakamoto’s first season
with the program, the Otters
finished with an overall record
of 8-17, their worst posting
since the 3-24 season of 2008.
Within the CCAA confer
ence, they finished with a
5-17 mark.
In an interview with The
Otter Realm (OR), Coach
Bishop excitedly spoke about
the prospect of having 10 of
his 13 players returning for
next year.
“Our core is young.” Bish
op said. “We had some really
good wins, we learned a ton,
and the good thing is to have
that much experience.”
Coach
Nakamoto
was
excited about her play
ers returning as well, but
from injury.
By the end of this season,
the women’s team was down
to eight healthy players. In
relation to team play, Naka
moto emphasized generating
offense as a key, saying “Take
easy opportunities, and make
shots. It sounds so simple,
but it proved to be difficult
this year.”
For both coaches, strong
team play was the main high
light of the season.
For Bishop, the men’s
team winning back to back

road games against top 25
Division II ranked teams
Cal Poly Pomona and Hum
boldt State was huge in their
overall success.
Coach Nakamoto chose a
more emotional moment. “I
think for us, the highlight was
winning our senior night. It
was a long season, and our
seniors have contributed not
only this year, but for the pro
gram in general over the years.
So for them to get a win on se
nior night, here with all their
families, playing really well
against a team that beat us by
35 earlier in the season, that
was a big moment for us.”
To continue to improve,
Bishop emphasized the con
cepts of reducing turnovers
and individual defense for his
men’s squad.
In relation to defense, Bish
op said, “By the end of the
year, we had our team defense
down pretty good, playing
great together.
He added, “We need to
improve on our individual
defense, taking pride in not al
lowing our man to score while
still adhering to our team prin
ciples.”
As for Nakamoto, healthy
players will help carry over
the momentum of a CSUMB
women’s basketball team that
finished strong.
“We continued to get better
and better.” Nakamoto said.
“We ended on a three game
win streak, which I think was a
good segue into next year.”
Both Bishop and Nakomoto
share the common goal: to win
the CCAA Conference tourna
ment and get into the Division
II National Tournament.

Bishop and
Nakomoto

PHOTO BY
OTTERATHLETICS.COM
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Performing Up To Par
Men’s Golf Off to a Promising Start

Corey Drivon
Staff Reporter
CDRIVON@CSUMB.EDU

With springtime approaching,
the Cal State University Mon
terey Bay (CSUMB) men’s golf
season is underway and off to
yet another promising start.
The Otters are current
ly ranked No. 4 in the nation
amongst the Division II ranks,
and Head Coach, Jason Owen,
has his team primed and
poised to return for the na
tional championship that was
coveted in 2011.
This was the first national
championship in any CSUMB
athletic program.
“As I tell the guys when

I recruit them, we’re going
to win a lot of tournaments,
conference tournaments, and
regional tournaments. What I
want is to hang national cham
pionship banners,”
Coach
Owen said in an interview with
the Otter Realm.
The team’s 2014 campaign
began with a 20 place overall
finish at the Amer Ari Invi
tational in Hawaii, followed
up by second place finishes
at the Coyote Classic in
San Bernardino, Ca. and at the
Saint Edward Invitational in
Austin, TX.
These upward strides are
a good sign for the Otters as
they head into the latter half of
their season.

Spearheaded by redshirt se
nior Kinesiology major, Dylan
Jackson and redshirt junior
Brandon Hortt whose major is
undeclared, the 10 man team
is made complete by juniors
Robbie Salomon and Salinas
native Matt Ogden, as well
as a cast of 60 percent
underclassmen.
Two of the squad’s under
classmen, sophomore business
major Anton Rosen and fresh
man business administration
major Fredrik Jullum, actual
ly claim origins from Sweden
and Norway respectively.
According to Coach Owen,
their transition to Monterey
has been easy and keeping ties
to that region continues to be

an asset for the program.
The medley of local and glob
al talent allows Coach Owen
quite the arsenal to choose
from, as only five competitors
are allowed to participate in
team matches with the four
best aggregate scores counted
toward the overall team score.
The next two months will
be busy for the Otters as they
prepare for the California Col
legiate Athletic Association
(CCAA) Championship, which
is scheduled to begin April 22
at Brookside Country Club in
Stockton, CA.
This tournament will be
followed by the NCAA West/
South Central Regional to be
held May 6,2014 at Grey Rock

Golf Club in Austin, TX, with
the NCAA National Champi
onship rounding out the year
May 19, 2014 at The Meadows
Golf Course in Allendale, MI.
Over the past six years, the
program has developed into a
national contender but Coach
Owen still feels that there is
room for improvement. “From
an expectation standpoint,
one we’ve got to get this to the
point where we are completely
funded. Two, we’ve got to get it
to where were competing year
in and year out for the nation
al championship.” Lofty goals j
and a (Stable of talent on an
annual basis are making
CSUMB a desired destination
for students and golfers alike.

Baseball Struggles While Softball Comes Out Strong
The Ups and Downs of the Baseball and Softball Season

Cordero Usrey
Staff Reporter
COUSREY@CSUMB.EDU

Ranked as the No. 14 team
in Division II by the Nation
al Collegiate Baseball Writers
Association, Cal State Uni
versity Monterey (CSUMB)
baseball struggles to start the
season with a far from stellar
6-13 record, while the softball
team reels in an impressive
15-4 start.
It is not time to abandon
ship on the season yet, but
there are going to have to be
some major turn around in or
der to get the season back on

track. The first aspect of the
game the team is going to have
to improve on is their pitching.
The team’s earned run aver
age (ERA) is at 4.78, which is
almost a whole run higher last
year’s season ERA of 3.80.
The Otters will look for AJ
Quintero, senior Kinesiology
major, to return to last sea
son’s form, as his transition
from bullpen to starter hasn’t
panned out well. Hopefully
he can find more success
in the bullpen.
One bright spot on the
Otter’s roster is their start
ing outfielder, Mark Hurley.
Hurley has picked up where
he left off last year batting a
staggering .431 average and
leading the team in hits, runs
batted in (RBI) and slugging
percentage.
The Otter’s look to get their
season back on track against
UC San Diego and you can see
your CSUMB Otters take the
field at their next home game
on March 22 against Fresno

Pacific University.
While things are looking
dim on the baseball field,
right next door there is an
other team that is enjoying
great success this season as
the CSUMB softball team is
off to a fantastic start to their
2014 season.
An impressive 15-4 start
has the Lady Otters near the
top of their conference, and
on the cusp of being national
ly ranked after splitting a four
game series with then No. 1
Humboldt State.
Pitching has been key for
the Lady Otters as they sport
a nearly flawless 2.03 ERA
and have only allowed more
than two runs in five games
all season.
Coach Andrea Kenney ac
counts most of the team’s
success to her players’ great
chemistry and contributions
from freshmen.
With only five veteran
players returning this season
Coach Kenney needed nu

merous freshmen or transfer
students to step up, and they
have done just that. “We have
the recipe for a great team,”
said Coach Kenney.
That recipe’s main ingre
dient is All-American pitcher
and infielder Cori Reinhardt,
Junior Collaborative Health
and Human Services major.
Reinhardt, California Col
legiate Athletic Association
(CCAA) Freshman of the Year
2012, is the cornerstone to the
Lady Otters offense and pitch
ing staff and has become the
most reliable player on the Ot
ters’ roster.
A few more players making

a sizeable contribution are
Anneliese Lopez, Nicole Pires,
and Lindsey Clarkson. Lopez,
freshman Kinesiology major,
has been impressive this year
and has solidified her spot in
the Otter’s outfield.
Pires, junior Kinesiology
major, has become a leader on
the team and behind the plate.
Clarkson, sophomore KIN ma
jor, is the ace on the pitching
staff and leads the team in
Wins and ERA.
Come see the Lady Otters
on March 28 and 29 face off
against San Francisco State
as they look to continue their
stellar season.

Cori Reinhardt focuses on the game while
playing against SF State.
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I WILL RISE

“Love Your Selfie”: The Media’s Impact on
Ideals of Beauty
Janine Adams
Staff Reporter
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The ' Rememory ’
of Filipino Past
CSUMB Professor
Launches Book Tour

JAADAMS@CSUMB.EDU

The media has a consider
able amount of influence on
what validates beauty and
the impact has created an
absence of distinguishing
qualities or features within
our society.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY
I take a look at two differ
FLICKR
ent theories that provides
an example of the negative
In this study, they investi casters were talking about
effects of the media that im gated the association between their own insecurities.
pacts women and men in our media
consumption
and
Matt Lauer: “I was skinny.
community.
bodily concerns in a sample “When it comes right down
A total of 90 Australian un of 89 college men. Reading to it, we are what we are in
dergraduate women aged 18 male-directed
magazines side, and I tend to concentrate
to 35 were randomly allocated was associated with concerns on that.”
to view magazine advertise about muscularity and gener
Natalie Morales: “I had a
ments featuring a thin woman, al fitness, beauty product use, serious case of buckteeth. My
advertisements featuring a and dietary supplement use to parents always emphasized
thin woman with at least one build muscle.
the importance of being smart,
attractive man, or advertise
Low self-esteem was linked genuine, and being a good per
ments in which no people to weight concerns. Men’s son who cares about others.”
were featured.
media exposure was also as
Al Roker: “I have always
Participants who viewed sociated with their standards been heavy. When I think of
advertisements featuring a for women’s bodies: the more beauty, I think of what’s be
thin-idealized woman re male-directed magazines a hind the eyes, something that
ported a greater state of man read and the more mov is exuded from the heart and
self-objectification, weight-re ies he saw, the more he valued from the soul.”
lated appearance anxiety, thinness in women.
Willie Geist: “I have a fore
negative mood, and body dis
Of course,
there
are head you could show a drive-in
satisfaction than participants studies
and
theories movie on. I think you reach a
who viewed product control that drive and press the certain age and you say this is
advertisements.
media’s negative process and the body I have, let’s make the
The results
most of
demonstrate
it.”
When I think of beauty, I think of what’s
that self-objec
It’s
a
tification can be
behind the eyes something that is exuded miracle
stimulated in
there is
from the heart and from the soul
women without
a
new
explicitly
fo
media
cusing attention on their own effects on our community in segment with positive anti
bodies. According to “The regards to beauty; however, dotes. A small step one might
Psychology
of
Women the important factor is to re say; yet, one must think that it
Quarterly,” this is called Ob alize that one can rise from is a step in the right direction.
jectification theory.
any negative affect and that We do not want to start our
Next,
media
messag includes the media.
day thinking that we are ugly.
es directed toward men
The media? Yes, it is true, We want more news segments
increasingly promote the hy my friends. I was pleasantly that inspire us and motivate
per muscular male body, an surprised because I ran across us to realize that we are all
ideal impossible for most a new news segment on The beautiful people.
men to achieve.
Today Show four of the news

Garrett Hambaro,
Staff Reporter
ghambaro@csumb.edu

Aimee Suzara, a creative writ
ing professor in the Human
Communication department,
has launched a tour for her
poetry book “Souvenir.” The
launch occurred on March
12. The book is about the ex
periences of Filipinos at the
1904 World's Fair in St. Louis,
where they were displayed as

“living exhibits.” The poems
also talk of Suzara and her
family’s experience across the
western United States.
Professor Suzara read from
the book, which considers
what souvenirs are kept as
histories, are buried, found,
and reinvented.
She also
talked with students, took
questions and signed copies of
the book. The book is available
on Amazon.
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Answer key at www.otterrealm.net

Otter Oops...

Issue 8:
""
Page 2: The AS Debates and the AS Results Release Party dates
were switched.
Page 16: Adele Bilotta’s name was mispelled, and her email is:
abilotta@csumb.edu.

Editorial Policy
The Otter Realm is a bi-monthly student publication produced
by the HCOM 389 and HCOM 489 classes. Opinions expressed
herein do not necessarily reflect the views of the Otter Realm,
CSUMB administration, faculty, staff or the college policy.
The Otter Realm serves two purposes: It is a training lab for
students who wish to develop journalism skills, and it is a forum
for free expression of campus issues and news. The Otter Realm
Editorial Board will determine what to print on these pages. The
Editorial Board reserves the right to edit for libel, space or clarity.

sex, not power. That's rape culture's

the issue, Sue.

claim. How many people do you know

Sue: People think they can kiss a drunk

that have sex for the sex?

girl. That's the story. You can kiss a

Thelonius: Consent culture isn't this

drunk girl at party and it’s allowed.

life so whv even bother talking about it in

We re all complicit in the crime, 't he sil

that way. We know what consent culture

ly boy at the party didn't know he was my

would look like. It would be the opposite

brother when he kissed me when 1 didn't

of this bull pucky. Of course it wouldn’t

want to kiss. 1 le was not niv lover and he

be about power. That's all this is.

kissed me and what is that? It's not about

Sue: I like to talk about "consent cul

feeling: in fact, that's why he was drunk

ture" the way 1 like to talk about utopia.

out of his mind. Victim blaming is funny.

Thelonius: That's more like it!

We re all brutalized, how do you tell the

Sue: t have a problem with the whole

difference.

conversation about "consent." If you

Thelonius: Colonialism is as reciprocal

have to ask me then it's not consent.

as anything else. To do it. you have to ex

We should know that we want to sleep

perience. it. It brutalizes the imagination

together but we need this dialogue be

of anyone. Rape culture doesn’t allow for

cause we're just so ready to rape because

any other thought. We cannot imagine

rape is about power and that’s all we care

anything else so we just perpetuate our

about. We're so senseless we have to ask

problems. This brother you speak of is

people if the) want it.
Thelonius: We’ve culturally

not your brother. He would have raped

reject

ed the notion of being sensible for a

your blacked-out body and thought it
was alright because you “kissed him." I

little bit of power. We re so powerless

feel pity for him, these boys don't under

in an existential sense that we hold onto

stand how fun sex can be because they’ve

what little we can because we’re dying

never had it, the only sexuality they have

and we're terrified of dying. We need

ever known is power. They’re virgins.

grace. I like Henry Millers quote from

Sue: (laughter) Oh, this mock “power,”

his book The Air Conditioned Night

this joke. We are not discussing true

mare: “The land of opportunity has

power, like autonomy, liberation and

become the land of senseless sweat and

empowerment; were talking about au

struggle."

thority. These “virgins" who rape are

Sue: We’ve turned sex into another

scared little children desperately cling

transaction that deprives us of pleasure.

ing to their fraying concept of selves:

Capitalism thrives off success at the ex 

they don't know you cannot take some

pense of others and rape culture couldn’t

one vise's power by forcing themselves

survive without capitalism. The power

inside others, they aren't winning any

binary leaves no space for anything gen

thing. They're just causing more loss. No

uine. that's why we re all frustrated. Just

one wins in rape culture.

say you did it: say you slept with her, say

Thelonius: We’ve lost our senses. We

you gained something and succeed in

are senseless and we need grace. Author

rape culture.

ity for the sake of authority is authority

Thelonius: Well, there is no darn

for the sake of authority. Brutalization,

success in this. When you are doing

baby.

something for power, for domination,

Sue: And don’t get me started about vir

for control, that amounts to colonialism.

ginity.
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Danny Simon, Prophet of the Stars,
Foreteller of All the Things
DASIMON@CSUMB.EDU

DISCLAIMER: If you have issues with my translation, take it up with the stars. It should also be noted that any similarities
between your real life and these fake horoscopes is merely an unfortunate and probably hilarious coincidence.

Aries

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

(March 21 -April 19)

(April 20-May 20)

(May 21 -June 20)

(June 21-July 22)

Your creative insight will help you
feed yourself this month. Your sponta
neity will help you find parking spots.
Thanks to your strong will, you will
confront a barista and achieve a free
beverage. Your great sense of humor
will help repress the looming darkness
of mortality.

Venus discovered how exactly you will
find true love, but forgot. (If you asked
me, Venus has been hittin’ the sauce
a little too hard lately). Regardless,
you should stop lying about your
sexual orientation.

Good thing you’re so adaptable; it’s
almost the apocalypse.

This week, you can avoid suffering
by simply changing your perspective.
For example, instead of complaining
about getting rabies, make friends
with the pack of wolverines that now
resides in your pantry. When you lose
both your legs from the infection,
take solace in the fact that you no
longer have to stand in line, or feel
obligated play soccer.

Leo

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

(July 23-August 22)

(August 23 - September 22)

(September 23 - October 22)

(October 23 - November 21)

Don’t peel carrots with Rosie O’Don
nell on Wednesday. Don’t drink clear
liquid unless it can be set on fire. Don’t
wear gold jewelry and flannel clothing
at the same time, unless it’s Wednes
day. Eat 14 cupcakes a day. Renounce
your religion. Tell your Grandma.

The position of Mercury indicates that
you must have done something to piss
off Mercury. Don’t be surprised if you
wake up with six more elbows in the
most unexpected of places. Don’t ask
me; it’s Mercury’s thing.

The stars have warned that a signif
icant loss of bowel control will be a
hurdle for you in the coming weeks, so
try to avoid situations that will amplify
the embarrassment, such as marriage
proposals, class presentations and
poetry slams. Unless, of course, you
wouldn’t mind becoming a household
name as a result of “the shart heard
‘round the world.”

You are the greatest at Karaoke, no
matter what Dave says. Pluto indicates
you should start a club on campus for
vegans who compulsively consume raw
meat when they’re alone. You’ll be sur
prised how many people show up.

Sagittarius

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

(November 22 - December 21)

(December 22 - January 19)

(January 20 - February 18)

(February 19-March 20)

This month, try not to fixate on the idea
that you hardly amount to anything
more than a poop-machine controlled
by a vastly overqualified computer.

The position of the moon will influence
your mood this month. You should tiy
not to be such a dick about it.

The stars indicate you should stop
listening to Bon Jovi. In fact, Aquarius,
you should have stopped over a decade
ago. Expose yourself to strangers until
you get a positive reaction, then marry
that person.

Don’t make any sudden movements;
it’s right behind you... but it’s probably
more afraid of you than you are of it...

People On Campus
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What are you Doing for St. Patty’s Day?
I will be catching up
on 'House of Cards', and
'True Detective'

Backpacking the San
Rafael Wilderness, and
shotgunning a beer
Samantha Gillespie
JUNIOR, HCOM

Wayne Holland
SENIOR, Kinesiology

A feast of corned
beef cabbage,
potatoes and green
beer
Phyllis Grillo
Event Coordinator

I just turned 21,
so I'm going to go
party
Michelle Tang
JUNIOR, Physiology

Wrestling tigers,
dispelling snakes from my
back yard, and all the Irish
Car Bombs I can drink
Patrick O’Malley
SENIOR, Collaborative Health
& Human Services

